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	August 3, 2015
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	Q:
	[bookmark: _GoBack]What has happened to the Monday DAC E-Mail?
	In this Issue:

	A:
	With the beginning of the new school year, the Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) thought that it was a good time to give our Monday DAC E-Mail a facelift. We kept many of the features of the old e-mail, such as Important Dates and the Question of the Week, but added links to topics in this issue, frequently used applications and popular assessment web pages.

Now we can jump directly to a topic or site by using the links on the right side of the page. If we have missed adding a link that is important, please let us know. 

While we were considering all of the possible options during the redesign, we tried to keep these things in mind:
· Easy to read on-screen 
· Print format neat and on letter size paper
· Add quick links to important information 

Notice that the columns resize for on-screen viewing but continue to print in the letter size format. 

If you have suggestions or comments, please send us an e-mail to dacinfo@education.ky.gov. We welcome your input.
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July 27- Aug. 7:	ACCESS for ELLs® Data Review Window
Aug. 3:	PearsonAccess Open for K-PREP Data
Aug. 3-28:	EOC Testing Window (CBT only)
Aug. 14:	SRC- Deadline for the Entry of Profile, Learning Environment and Finance Tabs
Aug. 17-26:	TENTATIVE Pre-Public Release Data Review in SDRR
Aug. 27:	TENTATIVE Resolution of All Changes in SDRR
Sept. 16:	TENTATIVE Quality Control (QC) Online Day




	[bookmark: _SCHOOL_REPORT_CARD][bookmark: _First_Article_1][bookmark: _2015_BACK-TO-SCHOOL_ASSESSMENT][bookmark: _2015_BACK-TO-SCHOOL_ASSESSMENT_1]2015 BACK-TO-SCHOOL ASSESSMENT TRAININGS
Recorded videos and PowerPoints are available for Back-to-School assessment trainings. As the year progresses, additional in-depth training sessions will be offered on various assessment topics. Links to trainings and materials are on the Meetings and Trainings page.

2015 Back-to-School Trainings Overview and Accountability Changes
Presented by: Jennifer Stafford
Accountability and assessment changes are covered and an introduction for the other Back-to-School videos is presented.
Video
PowerPoint

2015 Back-to-School Trainings ACCESS for ELLs
Presented by: Chris Williams
Additional in-depth trainings will be available this fall for W-APT and ACCESS for ELLs.
Video
PowerPoint

2015 Back-to-School Trainings Testing Special Populations
Presented by: Cindy Warren and Kevin O’Hair
This includes information on the K-PREP Text Reader and Alternate Assessment
Video
PowerPoint

2015 Back-to-School Trainings College and Career Readiness
Presented by: Joy Barr
The elements comprising college and career readiness are presented.
Video
PowerPoint

2015 Back-to-School Trainings Compass Update
Presented by: Kathy Moore and Pamela Powers
The Compass Update training is required viewing for all those administering Compass.
Video
PowerPoint

	[bookmark: _First_Article]


Applications
SDRR
Secure Web App
PearsonAccess
Compass
CIITS


@KDE
ACCESS for ELLs
ACT
Alternate K-PREP
Compass
College/Career Readiness
End-of-Course
K-PREP
KYOTE

DAC E-MAILS

School Report Card
Open House

Helpful Links
ACT
KAAC
NAEP
Pearson


	[bookmark: _TENTATIVE_SCHEDULE_FOR]TENTATIVE SCHEDULE FOR FALL DATA REVIEW ACTIVITIES
A pre-public release data review is scheduled tentatively to open on August 17. This data cleanup is the final opportunity for school and district staff to request changes to individual student information (i.e., accountability status, non-participation, demographic data or College/Career Readiness scores) before the 2014-15 data are finalized and made public. The cleanup is scheduled tentatively to close on August 26 for new requests and August 27 for resolution of pending requests.

Training for SDRR Pre-Public Release Data Review will be via Skype session. Please watch for the training date and time to be announced.

OAA will offer on September 16 (tentative) a Quality Control (QC) Day for DACs to conduct final checks before public release of data in the School Report Card system. QC Day will be conducted remotely using webcast and online interaction. It will be important for DACs to participate in this last step to identify possible systemic data issues. DACs are encouraged to place a hold on their calendars for this date. Most districts need to plan for a full morning on QC Day to complete training and the data check tasks.

[bookmark: _2014-15_GRADUATES--END_STATUS_1]2014-15 GRADUATES--END STATUS FOR COHORT
The Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) web application has been updated with cohort data as of July 31. Please review this data to ensure all graduates are marked correctly.  If errors are found, make corrections in Infinite Campus.   SDRR will be updated prior to August 17 with the changes from IC. On August 17, cohort will open in SDRR for change requests and will close on August 26. The SDRR Adjusted Cohort Data Graduation Rate Manual is here. 

Questions concerning the Cohort End-of-Year Reporting may be directed to Tina Logan via phone (502) 564-9853 ext. 4740, e-mail tina.logan@education.ky.gov or Skype; or David Curd via phone (502) 564-9853 ext. 4744, e-mail david.curd@education.ky.gov or Skype.

	

	[bookmark: _WORKKEYS_DATA_IN][bookmark: _Second_Article_1][bookmark: _2014-15_UNBRIDLED_LEARNING][bookmark: _2014-15_GRADUATES_-][bookmark: _BACK-TO-SCHOOL_ASSESSMENT_TRAININGS]2014-15 UNBRIDLED LEARNING CUT SCORES
The cut scores for K-PREP have changed slightly from previous years. The On-Demand Writing has a scale score rather than a raw score, and Science scores have been removed from accountability. A science score is reported for the Stanford 10 Norm-Referenced Test (NRT) though this score is not part of the accountability model. At high school, the end-of-course biology exam continues to be a part of the accountability.  Please reference attachment at the right.
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The 2015-16 Dropout Guidelines are now available on our webpage here. If you missed the beginning of the year training, you can find the PowerPoint Presentation here. This data should be reviewed initially through the Infinite Campus KY State Reporting Dropout Report by the deadline of November 1. After that date, there will be one final review through the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application. Instructions for review of the dropout data in SDRR will be provided in a DAC e-mail prior to this final review period.

Questions concerning Dropout Reporting may be directed to Tina Logan via phone (502) 564-9853 ext. 4740, e-mail tina.logan@education.ky.gov or Skype, or David Curd via phone (502) 564-9853 ext. 4744, e-mail david.curd@education.ky.gov or Skype.
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	2015 K-PREP STUDENT DATA AVAILABLE IN PEARSONACCESS
At 8 a.m. E.T. on Monday, August 3, 2015 the Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational Progress (K-PREP) student data was available electronically in PearsonAccess. The release provides initial results to support work with individual students in the upcoming school year and meets reporting expectations in Kentucky legislation. Your superintendent received information about the opening of PearsonAccess from Dr. Holliday, July 31.

Getting Ready
Per the July 27 DAC Monday E-Mail, new DACs should have received an e-mail from kyhelp@support.pearson.com granting them access to their PearsonAccess account. If an e-mail has not been received from kyhelp, please e-mail dacinfo@education.ky.gov for assistance from the Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA). For other access issues contact Pearson by phone at 888-437-1430 or e-mail (kyhelp@support.pearson.com).

Data Available
Spring 2015 K-PREP individual student results include: 
grades 3-8 reading, mathematics; 
grades 5 and 8 social studies; 
grades 5, 6, 8, and 10-11 on-demand writing; 
grades 3-12 Alternate Assessment Attainment Tasks; and
Stanford 10 national percentiles for reading and mathematics (grades 3-8), science (grades 4, 7), social studies (grades 5, 8) and language mechanics (grades 4, 6).

Note: Student Growth Percentiles, School/District Summary Reports and Individual Student Reports will be provided in PearsonAccess at a later date. End-of-Course (EOC) results were available after testing in the Vantage System.

On-Demand Writing Scale Scores to be Reported
Students that took the On-Demand Writing exam in spring 2015 will receive scale scores this fall. Up to now, raw score performance has been reported for K-PREP On-Demand Writing. In an effort to enhance score comparability across years, Kentucky established a scale score reporting system this year for on-demand writing similar to the scale score systems which have been in place for the other K-PREP content areas. The On-Demand Writing scale will range from 100-300. 

Data Sharing
The data provided in the August 3 release is provided for school and district use only. It is confidential data and should be treated as such according to FERPA and student privacy expectations. Printed Individual Student Reports will arrive in districts to be distributed following the Public Release of scores in a few weeks.

KDE does not provide state data or school/district summary data with the August release. OAA cautions that self-generated summary reports from data files with only tested students will not match the 100-day accountability data and will not be accurate. Also, data will likely change during the data review period. Should your district generate summaries of your results, KDE strongly encourages you to place a local embargo on this self-generated data similar to the embargo KDE uses. KDE embargoed data are limited to school and district leadership including BACs. Embargoed data must not be discussed in public meetings or with media outlets. 

Accountability Reporting
The data release will not reflect accountability. A data review process using the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application will be available mid- to late August. The data review allows schools and districts to double-check individual student accountability and demographics before public reporting. 

Notifying OAA
Since the data released should include all students tested, OAA needs to be alerted if the files do not appear complete or other areas of concern are identified. For example, if a school tested 400 grade 3 students, but the file includes only 300 students, OAA staff needs to know about the discrepancy. Please contact OAA with details at the general e-mail address kdeassessment@education.ky.gov as soon as any issue is identified.

File Formats 
Data in the PearsonAccess system are posted in school listings of all students tested. School listings contain scale scores, performance levels (NAPD) and national percentiles for the Stanford 10 norm-referenced tests. The school listings are provided in two formats 1) a PDF format that is static and, 2) an Excel format that may be sorted for different looks at the data. The school listing is organized by grade (i.e., 3, 4, 5), then by student names in alphabetical order (last name first). The district listing is organized alphabetically by the name of the school. 

Step-by-Step Directions 
Support documentation for PearsonAccess can be found at their Support Site. The PearsonAccess User’s Guide has step-by-step directions to complete specific tasks. The below attachment shows step-by-step directions for accessing a published report.

Additionally, the Support Site contains training from spring 2015 that provides an overview of the system. Many steps, however, are geared to activities for the spring.

Assistance
If you have questions about the data release, please contact the Division of Support and Research at (502) 564-4394 or dacinfo@education.ky.gov or Jennifer.stafford@education.ky.gov. Issues with entering PearsonAccess must be addressed directly to Pearson as described above.
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	NOVICE REDUCTION FOR GAP CLOSURE
Over the next few weeks, schools and districts will begin to receive K-PREP student data results. When reviewing and analyzing this new data, it is timely to identify strategies and research practices that are currently in place to address novice reduction.

The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) will be focusing its efforts on assisting schools and districts to better implement specific strategies for novice reduction through a variety of tools and support. We encourage you to self-reflect on what you currently have in place in the areas of Curriculum and Standards, Instruction, Continuous Improvement and Assessment, and Environment and Support. By opening the attached Novice Reduction Worksheet, you will find a simple tool to conduct a self-analysis of your district’s current state of these four core areas. A transparent reflection of these areas will help to guide the current and future focus of novice reduction in your district and schools.  

As Novice Reduction becomes an intentional focus for all districts and schools, KDE will be available to assist and facilitate implementation of specific strategies that address the high percentage of novice students throughout our state.  

For more information, contact Linda Rains, Novice Reduction Coordinator, at LindaRains2@education.ky.gov.    
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ADMINISTRATION CODE
Embed test-taking strategies into regular instruction throughout the year.


	INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS
Accommodations are transitional strategies that should be faded as appropriate.


	Contact Information
Office of Assessment and Accountability
Division of Support and Research
(502) 564-4394
KDE DAC Information
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