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	August 10, 2015
	

	[bookmark: _QUESTION_OF_THE_1]QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
	

	Q:
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Does OAA have a schedule for fall data review activities including training on use of the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application?
	

	A:
	A pre-Quality Control (QC) data review is scheduled to open on August 17. This data review is the final opportunity for school and district staff to request changes to individual student information (i.e., accountability status, non-participation, demographic data and College/Career Readiness scores) before the 2014-15 data are finalized for QC Day. The data review is scheduled to close on August 26 for new requests and August 27 for resolution of pending requests. 

Training for SDRR Data Review will be recorded. These sessions are designed to assist districts and schools with the Data Review process in SDRR for K-PREP, EOC and College/Career Readiness (CCR). KDE will be online via Skype for Business on Friday, August 14 by 10:00 a.m. ET to allow participants to ask questions about the PowerPoint and SDRR User Manuals. The PowerPoint and SDRR User Manuals will be available to download from the SDRR web page later this week.

[bookmark: OutJoinLink][bookmark: OutSharedNoteBorder][bookmark: OutSharedNoteLink] Join Skype Meeting      
	This is an online meeting for Skype for Business, the professional meetings and communications app formerly known as Lync.
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	[bookmark: _QUESTION_OF_THE]Important Dates

	Aug. 3-28:
	EOC Testing Window (CBT only)

	Aug. 14:
	SRC- Deadline for the Entry of Profile, Learning Environment and Finance Tabs

	Aug. 17-26:
	TENTATIVE Pre-Public Release Data Review in SDRR

	Aug. 27:
	TENTATIVE Resolution of All Changes in SDRR

	Sept. 16:
	TENTATIVE Quality Control (QC) Online Day

	[bookmark: _QUALTYCORE_EOC_INSTRUCTIONAL][bookmark: _School_Report_Card_1][bookmark: _First_Article_1][bookmark: _SCHOOL_REPORT_CARD]QUALITYCORE EOC INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS IN CIITS
KDE is pleased to announce the inclusion of Instructional Resources for the twelve ACT QualityCore subjects in CIITS. Kentucky currently uses Algebra II, Biology, English 10 and U.S. History End-of-Course (EOC) assessments as part of the state’s accountability model. ACT provided the materials for the four EOC subjects and the other eight (8) courses for use by Kentucky public school teachers; the materials include course outlines, blueprints, benchmark assessments and more. The courses represented are Algebra I & II, Biology, Chemistry, English 9-12, Geometry, Physics, Pre-Calculus, and U.S. History.

To make locating these items easier in CIITS, a Quick Reference Card has been developed for the ACT EOC Resources. Please use the attached reference card to help navigate in CIITS to these resources. 




[bookmark: _EARLY_GRADUATION:_IMPORTANT]EARLY GRADUATION: IMPORTANT NOTES AND REMINDERS
All Early Graduation documents, Intent Form and guidance have been revised and updated. Please use the most current Intent and information for students and parents. Delete the old Intent if you have saved it to a desktop or hard-drive.

2015-2016 is the 2nd year of implementation of the Early Graduation regulation. All students, in 9th-11th grade in public high schools can apply to “Graduate Early”, by meeting performance criteria and doing so in three years or less.

For detailed explanations and guidance, go to http://education.ky.gov/educational/AL/earlygrad/Pages/default.aspx. 

Important notes:
· Accurate data entry is crucial for tracking these students and having them receive their scholarship for participation through KHEAA.
· Detailed information on IC entry is now available on the Early Graduation webpage.
· Only the ACT will be accepted to fulfill the criteria for Early Graduation. Students must meet CPE established benchmarks. 
· An online “Student Success Survey” is now part of the application process. Students complete this as part of the revised Intent form.
· All Early Graduates MUST be entered no later than October 1st of the year they intend to Graduate Early.
· Students who have been in high school more than three years are NOT eligible for Early Graduation.

Seniors who leave earlier than the spring of their final year are NOT to be flagged as part of this pathway.

	[bookmark: _First_Article]
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	[bookmark: _SDRR_UNAVAILABLE_UNTIL][bookmark: _Second_Article_1][bookmark: _WORKKEYS_DATA_IN][bookmark: _2014-15_GRADUATES_-]SDRR UNAVAILABLE UNTIL AUGUST 17
In preparation for the pre-QC Day data review beginning on August 17, SDRR is currently unavailable.  If you have any specific data related questions or issues before August 17, please e-mail kdeassessment@education.ky.gov.

	[bookmark: _Second_Article]

	[bookmark: _EDUCATOR_EFFECTIVENESS_REMOVED][bookmark: _Third_Article_1][bookmark: _KAAC_CONFERENCE_CALL]EDUCATOR EFFECTIVENESS REMOVED FROM ACCOUNTABILITY FOR 2015-16
(repeat from August 7 Special DAC E-MAIL)
At its meeting this week, the Kentucky Board Education considered the teacher and leader effectiveness component in the Unbridled Learning Accountability system. Ultimately, the board voted not to include educator effectiveness as a specific measure in accountability, but to report the aggregate data publicly by district and state and revisit the issue next year.

During the deliberation, Associate Commissioner, Rhonda Sims, explained the differences between 2014-15 accountability and the upcoming 2015-16 accountability. The attached handout provided the Board a helpful visual comparison. 

Please see Press Release and Unbridled Learning Accountability documents to the right.

	[bookmark: _Third_Article]





	[bookmark: _Newsy_Notes_1][bookmark: _Newsy_Notes][bookmark: _Previous_Topics]Previous Topics

	2015 BACK-TO-SCHOOL ASSESSMENT TRAININGS
Recorded videos and PowerPoints are available for Back-to-School assessment trainings. As the year progresses, additional in-depth training sessions will be offered on various assessment topics. Links to trainings and materials are on the Meetings and Trainings page.

2015 Back-to-School Trainings Overview and Accountability Changes
Presented by: Jennifer Stafford
Accountability and assessment changes are covered and an introduction for the other Back-to-School videos is presented.
Video
PowerPoint

2015 Back-to-School Trainings ACCESS for ELLs
Presented by: Chris Williams
Additional in-depth trainings will be available this fall for W-APT and ACCESS for ELLs.
Video
PowerPoint

2015 Back-to-School Trainings Testing Special Populations
Presented by: Cindy Warren and Kevin O’Hair
This includes information on the K-PREP Text Reader and Alternate Assessment
Video
PowerPoint

2015 Back-to-School Trainings College and Career Readiness
Presented by: Joy Barr
The elements comprising college and career readiness are presented.
Video
PowerPoint

2015 Back-to-School Trainings Compass Update
Presented by: Kathy Moore and Pamela Powers
The Compass Update training is required viewing for all those administering Compass.
Video
PowerPoint
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	TENTATIVE SCHEDULE FOR FALL DATA REVIEW ACTIVITIES
A pre-public release data review is scheduled tentatively to open on August 17. This data cleanup is the final opportunity for school and district staff to request changes to individual student information (i.e., accountability status, non-participation, demographic data or College/Career Readiness scores) before the 2014-15 data are finalized and made public. The cleanup is scheduled tentatively to close on August 26 for new requests and August 27 for resolution of pending requests.

Training for SDRR Pre-Public Release Data Review will be via Skype session. Please watch for the training date and time to be announced.

OAA will offer on September 16 (tentative) a Quality Control (QC) Day for DACs to conduct final checks before public release of data in the School Report Card system. QC Day will be conducted remotely using webcast and online interaction. It will be important for DACs to participate in this last step to identify possible systemic data issues. DACs are encouraged to place a hold on their calendars for this date. Most districts need to plan for a full morning on QC Day to complete training and the data check tasks.

	

	2014-15 GRADUATES--END STATUS FOR COHORT
The Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) web application has been updated with cohort data as of July 31. Please review this data to ensure all graduates are marked correctly. If errors are found, make corrections in Infinite Campus.   SDRR will be updated prior to August 17 with the changes from IC. On August 17, cohort will open in SDRR for change requests and will close on August 26. The SDRR Adjusted Cohort Data Graduation Rate Manual is here. 

Questions concerning the Cohort End-of-Year Reporting may be directed to Tina Logan via phone (502) 564-9853 ext. 4740, e-mail tina.logan@education.ky.gov or Skype; or David Curd via phone (502) 564-9853 ext. 4744, e-mail david.curd@education.ky.gov or Skype.

	

	2014-15 UNBRIDLED LEARNING CUT SCORES
The cut scores for K-PREP have changed slightly from previous years. The On-Demand Writing has a scale score rather than a raw score, and Science scores have been removed from accountability. A science score is reported for the Stanford 10 Norm-Referenced Test (NRT) though this score is not part of the accountability model. At high school, the end-of-course biology exam continues to be a part of the accountability.  Please reference attachment at the right.

	



	2015-16 DROPOUT DATA REVIEW AND SUBMISSION
The 2015-16 Dropout Guidelines are now available on our webpage here. If you missed the beginning of the year training, you can find the PowerPoint Presentation here. This data should be reviewed initially through the Infinite Campus KY State Reporting Dropout Report by the deadline of November 1. After that date, there will be one final review through the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application. Instructions for review of the dropout data in SDRR will be provided in a DAC e-mail prior to this final review period.

Questions concerning Dropout Reporting may be directed to Tina Logan via phone (502) 564-9853 ext. 4740, e-mail tina.logan@education.ky.gov or Skype, or David Curd via phone (502) 564-9853 ext. 4744, e-mail david.curd@education.ky.gov or Skype.

	

	[bookmark: _Testing_Tips]Testing Tips

	
ADMINISTRATION CODE
Feedback from test prep activities is to be given to students and used by teachers to improve instruction.


	INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS
Accommodations are meant to be student initiated, not teacher initiated. This does not apply to alternate assessment students who may have difficulty initiating a request. Teachers may remind all students, prior to testing, what accommodations they are entitled to use during testing.


	Contact Information
Office of Assessment and Accountability
Division of Support and Research
(502) 564-4394
KDE DAC Information
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