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	[bookmark: _QUESTION_OF_THE_1]QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
	In this Issue:

	Q:
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Has the Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA), Division of Support and Research, program manager position been filled?
	Accountability Calculator

	A:
	Yes, Casey Duvall has been selected to fill the position of program manager. Casey has served as a Building Assessment Coordinator and School Counselor in Owen County since 2011 and looks forward to working with districts in her new role.
	Infinite Campus Report
ACCESS 2.0 Training 

Previous Topics
Testing Tips

	[bookmark: _QUESTION_OF_THE]Important Dates

	Aug. 3-28:
	EOC Testing Window (CBT only)

	Aug. 17-26:
	Pre-Public Release Data Review in SDRR

	Aug. 27:
	Resolution of All Changes in SDRR

	Sept. 16:
	TENTATIVE Quality Control (QC) Online Day


	[bookmark: _ACCOUNTABILITY_CALCULATOR_INFORMATI][bookmark: _School_Report_Card_1][bookmark: _First_Article_1][bookmark: _SCHOOL_REPORT_CARD]ACCOUNTABILITY CALCULATOR INFORMATION
Various resources are offered by the OAA to assist districts in understanding the Unbridled Learning Assessment and Accountability system. One such resource is the Accountability Calculator. The calculator is used to assist schools or districts with planning. This can be done by placing the number of students scoring at all (NAPD) performance levels into the calculator. The calculator allows schools or districts to input various numbers into the calculator to see the impact on their scores. The benefit of the calculator is different numbers can be input to simulate different scenarios. The calculator allows monitoring of progress throughout the year based on formative assessments given within a school. The calculator can be found at the following link: http://education.ky.gov/aa/distsupp/pages/data-release-resources.aspx.

Questions continue to be raised around removing Science from the Accountability Calculator for both Elementary and Middle school levels. The calculator was developed to be dynamic for any school configuration found in Kentucky. Thus when entering information into the calculator, it will only calculate the subject areas entered. Likewise, if a subject is left out (i.e, Science), it will automatically distribute the weight proportionally to the other subject areas for that configured school. The current version of the accountability calculator (V6) has the inclusion of K3 in elementary level Program Review. Districts cannot compare numbers from V5 and to numbers they get from V6. 

Below are some of the less common school configurations in Kentucky:
1. K-3: Reading and Mathematics only
1. K-4: Reading, Mathematics, Science and Language Mechanics (of course Science is no long available either)
1. 5-6: Reading, Mathematics, Social Studies, Writing and Language Mechanics
1. 9-12: Because students can take courses at various grade levels, there are some schools that may not show EOC exams being given every year.

If you use the calculator to generate accountability score, then OAA cautions that self-generated summary reports from data files with only tested students will not match the 100-day accountability data and will not be accurate. Also, data will likely change during the data review period. Should your district generate summaries of your results, KDE strongly encourages you to place a local embargo on this self-generated data similar to the embargo KDE uses.
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	[bookmark: _Second_Article_1][bookmark: _WORKKEYS_DATA_IN][bookmark: _NEW_INFINITE_CAMPUS:][bookmark: _2014-15_GRADUATES_-]NEW INFINITE CAMPUS: CUSTOM ASSESSMENT REPORT
The purpose of the Custom Assessment Report is to allow school/district staff to view students’ results on major assessments by content area. The report includes actively enrolled students who, on the date of the report, have a primary enrollment in your school/district. The data in this report will change as scores are imported into the State Edition of Infinite Campus; therefore, the data will not match the School Report Card (SRC).The following assessments may be chosen when running this report:  End of Course (EOC), K-PREP, ACT, ACT EXPLORE, ACT PLAN, and Stanford 10. The report could help DACs, BACs, principals, and school administrators to see school-level scores by subject, grade level, race/ethnicity, and gap groups.  

The pathway to run the report is KY State Reporting > KDE Reports > Custom Assessment Report. Users must be granted access by their local KSIS administrator before having rights to run this report. Click here to view the Quick Reference Card (QRC) for the Custom Assessment Report. The QRC will give you more information regarding the report. The QRC is also available to view in Infinite Campus before you run the report. If you have questions regarding the data in the report email kdeassessment@education.ky.gov.  
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	[bookmark: _ACCESS_FOR_ELLS][bookmark: _Third_Article_1][bookmark: _KAAC_CONFERENCE_CALL]ACCESS FOR ELLS 2.0 TRAINING INFORMATION
WIDA is preparing to launch the enhanced assessment suite known as ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 this 2015–16 school year. This suite encompasses English Language Proficiency assessments for Kindergarten, Grades 1–12 (online and paper versions), and Alternate ACCESS for ELLs, an assessment for English language learners with significant cognitive disabilities. Since there have been changes to testing procedures and scoring, all educators who are involved in ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 test administration will be required to complete updated training. This document outlines important information about plans for training in 2015–16.
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	PRE-QUALITY CONTROL (QC) DATA REVIEW NOW OPEN
(repeat from August 17 Special DAC E-MAIL)
The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) has opened the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application for review of individual student data. This process allows schools and districts to double-check individual student accountability and demographics before public reporting. 
 
SDRR and the KDE Secure Web Application are now open to begin Pre-QC review.  The deadline for new SDRR change requests is August 26, 5:00 p.m. ET. All resolution of pending requests must be completed by August 27, 5:00 p.m. ET. This data review period is the last opportunity to request changes to individual student level data before 2014-15 data are reported publicly. OAA knows August is a hectic time, but encourages districts to submit data review changes early in the data review period. Early submission allows ample time to resolve any problems a school or district might experience before data review closes.
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	QUALTYCORE EOC INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS IN CIITS
KDE is pleased to announce the inclusion of Instructional Resources for the twelve ACT QualityCore subjects in CIITS. Kentucky currently uses Algebra II, Biology, English 10 and U.S. History End-of-Course (EOC) assessments as part of the state’s accountability model. ACT provided the materials for the four EOC subjects and the other eight (8) courses for use by Kentucky public school teachers; the materials include course outlines, blueprints, benchmark assessments and more. The courses represented are Algebra I & II, Biology, Chemistry, English 9-12, Geometry, Physics, Pre-Calculus, and U.S. History.

To make locating these items easier in CIITS, a Quick Reference Card has been developed for the ACT EOC Resources. Please use the attached reference card to help navigate in CIITS to these resources. 

	



	EARLY GRADUATION: IMPORTANT NOTES AND REMINDERS
All Early Graduation documents, Intent Form and guidance have been revised and updated. Please use the most current Intent and information for students and parents. Delete the old Intent if you have saved it to a desktop or hard-drive.

2015-2016 is the 2nd year of implementation of the Early Graduation regulation. All students, in 9th-11th grade in public high schools can apply to “Graduate Early”, by meeting performance criteria and doing so in three years or less.

For detailed explanations and guidance, go to http://education.ky.gov/educational/AL/earlygrad/Pages/default.aspx. 

Important notes:
1. Accurate data entry is crucial for tracking these students and having them receive their scholarship for participation through KHEAA.
1. Detailed information on IC entry is now available on the Early Graduation webpage.
1. Only the ACT will be accepted to fulfill the criteria for Early Graduation. Students must meet CPE established benchmarks. 
1. An online “Student Success Survey” is now part of the application process. Students complete this as part of the revised Intent form.
1. All Early Graduates MUST be entered no later than October 1st of the year they intend to Graduate Early.
1. Students who have been in high school more than three years are NOT eligible for Early Graduation.

Seniors who leave earlier than the spring of their final year are NOT to be flagged as part of this pathway.

	

	EDUCATOR EFFECTIVENESS REMOVED FROM ACCOUNTABILITY FOR 2015-16
(repeat from August 7 Special DAC E-MAIL)
At its meeting this week, the Kentucky Board Education considered the teacher and leader effectiveness component in the Unbridled Learning Accountability system. Ultimately, the board voted not to include educator effectiveness as a specific measure in accountability, but to report the aggregate data publicly by district and state and revisit the issue next year.

During the deliberation, Associate Commissioner, Rhonda Sims, explained the differences between 2014-15 accountability and the upcoming 2015-16 accountability. The attached handout provided the Board a helpful visual comparison. 

Please see Press Release and Unbridled Learning Accountability documents to the right.

	





	[bookmark: _Testing_Tips]Testing Tips

	
ADMINISTRATION CODE
1. Test materials shall never be left unattended in any unsecure areas. 
1. Alternate Assessment materials are considered secure and shall be treated as such. 
1. Test materials stored in classrooms require a double lock—a closet, desk, cabinet, etc. and the classroom door.  
1. Students are never to be left alone with test materials whether in a school or a home/hospital setting. 


	INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS
Students in hospital or homebound settings who are physically able to test without endangering health are to participate in the assessment. 


	Contact Information
Office of Assessment and Accountability
Division of Support and Research
(502) 564-4394
KDE DAC Information
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