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	[bookmark: _QUESTION_OF_THE_1]QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
	In this Issue:

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Q:
	Is a schedule available for ACCESS for ELLs®/Alternate ACCESS for ELLs® testing this year?
	

	
A:
	
Yes, the 2015-16 testing window for ACCESS for ELLs®/Alternate ACCESS for ELLs will occur January 4-February 12, 2015. For more information, see the attached schedule.  
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	[bookmark: _QUESTION_OF_THE]Important Dates

	Aug. 3-28:
	EOC Testing Window (CBT only)

	Aug. 17-26:
	Pre-Public Release Data Review in SDRR

	Aug. 27:
	Resolution of All Changes in SDRR

	Aug. 31
	Deadline for Access for ELLs Survey

	Sept. 16:
	TENTATIVE Quality Control (QC) Online Day

	
	

	[bookmark: _ACCOUNTABILITY_CALCULATOR_INFORMATI][bookmark: _School_Report_Card_1][bookmark: _First_Article_1][bookmark: _SCHOOL_REPORT_CARD][bookmark: _FREQUENTLY_ASKED_QUESTIONS—DATA]FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS—DATA REVIEW
Attached are questions and answers that OAA received from last week’s pre-data review.  


 
[bookmark: _2014-15_ACCESS_FOR]2014-15 ACCESS FOR ELLS® USERNAME AND PASSWORD ACCOUNTS
In an effort to verify user accounts and clean up the Secure Portal system, WIDA plans to take the following steps for all user accounts starting on August 19. Rest assured that no user data will be deleted and that WIDA has the ability to recreate/reactivate accounts as needed.
1. All current system users will be sent an account verification e-mail (see attached).
1. Accounts with an undeliverable e-mail address will be removed and archived.
1. Users will be asked to confirm their account with an opportunity to opt-out. Accounts for users that opt-out will be removed and archived.
1. Remaining users will be asked to follow a link to the WIDA Secure Portal login screen.
1. After logging in to the My Account & Secure Portal page, users will be able to review and update profile information as needed.

Any users who do not verify their account by logging in to the Secure Portal August 19- September 30, 2015 will have their account automatically inactivated in the system. Verified accounts retain the same user permissions currently in effect within the system. 

If ACCESS account users have any questions, please contact the WIDA Client Services Center by e-mail help@wida.us or phone (866) 276-7735.


[bookmark: _UPDATED_ACCESS_FOR]UPDATED ACCESS FOR ELLS 2.0 RESOURCES
WIDA is developing several resources to support the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 assessment suite with regard to Accommodations and Accessibility features. The following resources are available on the WIDA ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Preparations Resources page (http://wida.us/access_2.0/preparation):

1. Updated ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Accessibility and Accommodations Guidelines 
1. Updated ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Accessibility and Accommodations Descriptions 
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	[bookmark: _Second_Article_1][bookmark: _WORKKEYS_DATA_IN][bookmark: _NEW_INFINITE_CAMPUS:][bookmark: _2014-15_GRADUATES_-]ACCESS FOR ELLS 2.0® SURVEY 
Data Recognition Corporation (DRC) is the new subcontractor for printing, disseminating test materials, reporting and housing the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 test site that is online this year for English Learners. Attached is a survey for DACs to complete about contact information, shipping information and contact information for the district technology coordinator. Please complete survey by August 31 in order for DRC to get your site setup in the system.  

	[bookmark: _Second_Article]
https://goo.gl/k9gWRa

	[bookmark: _ALTERNATE_ASSESSMENT_STUDENTS]ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT STUDENTS MARKED BLIND/VISUALLY IMPAIRED (VI) ON IEP (DAC Action Required)
The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) will provide tactically-enhanced supplemental materials (e.g., maps, graphs) for some grades on the Alternate K-PREP Attainment Tasks to students who have visual impairments. KDE must verify that the student has VI marked on their Individualized Education Program (IEP). If a student qualifies for these materials, please complete the following tasks:
1. Verify in the IEP that a visual impairment has been clearly marked in a current IEP and the student is identified as participating in Kentucky’s Alternate Assessment.
1. Submit the student’s first and last name, SSID, grade, school, district and dimension to Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov. 

	Name (first and last)
	SSID
	Grade
	School
	District
	Dimension 
(A or B)

	
	
	
	
	
	



All submissions must be made to Kevin O’Hair by no later than Tuesday, September 15 to receive these tactically-enhanced materials for the first Alternate K-PREP Attainment Tasks window. Late submissions will not receive these materials for test window 1.

	

	[bookmark: _KSIS_NOTIFICATION:_SCHOOL]KSIS NOTIFICATION: SCHOOL REPORT CARD EQUITY TAB
On the School Report Card Secure Site, the Learning Environment Tab includes a new Equity Tab for 2015. Two Skype sessions will be held next week to provide an introductory overview of the Equity Tab and KDE’s Equity Plan. The sessions will be held Tuesday, August 25 from 10–11 a.m. ET and Thursday, August 27 from 3–4 p.m. ET. Each session will cover the same content, starting with a 20-minute overview of the Equity Plan and the Equity tab, and then time for Q&A. The link to the Skype sessions is provided below.
[bookmark: _InsertRtfSavedPosition]  
[bookmark: OutSharedNoteBorder][bookmark: OutSharedNoteLink]Join Skype Meeting      
	This is an online meeting for Skype for Business, the professional meetings and communications app formerly known as Lync.


  	Help  

As you review the information in the Equity Tab, be aware that: 
1. The working conditions data is provided by the New Teacher Center and is loaded at the school, district and state level.
1. Overall Effectiveness and Overall Growth data comes from the Teacher and Principal Professional Growth and Effectiveness Systems as provided by Pearson and is loaded only at the district and state level.
1. The percentage of new and KTIP teachers is provided by Educator Professional Standards Board (EPSB) at the school, district and state level.
1. The percentage of teacher turnover is calculated from Infinite Campus and can be compared to a detail level report in Infinite Campus. More information on that report is available here. The teacher turnover data will be refreshed weekly (each Tuesday) until September 15 when it becomes final for public reporting.   

The information below was previously shared with Superintendents and includes details of the 5 categories of information included in the Equity tab.

Questions regarding data populated in the Equity tab can be directed to kdedatarequest@education.ky.gov. Questions regarding the equity plan should be directed to Jennifer.baker@education.ky.gov. 

If you do not already have access to the Secure School Report Card site, register for web application access, and then contact your district WAAPOC to set up your access to the Secure School Report Card site. District WAAPOCs are listed in the online School Directory (bottom of page).

MONDAY SUPERINTENDENT E-MAIL–August 17
Equity Tab in School Report Card
The Equity Tab is a new tab within the Learning Environment section of the School Report Card and provides information about educator characteristics and workplace environment within schools. There are five separate measurements that include: 
1. Working Conditions – Results of three constructs around teacher retention and student achievement. Kentucky uses the Teaching, Empowering, Leading and Learning (TELL) as the survey for working conditions. 
1. Overall Effectiveness of School Teachers and Leaders – The percentage of teachers and leaders in a school building who receive an Overall Performance Category rating of Accomplished or Exemplary. 
1. Overall Student Growth Rating of Teachers and Leaders – The percentage of teachers and leaders in a school building who receive an Overall Student Growth rating of Expected or High. The overall student growth rating is determined by district defined decision rules to combine local and state (if available) contributions.
1. Percentage of new and Kentucky Teacher Internship Program (KTIP) teachers – Total percent of first year and KTIP teachers in the school, district or state. Includes those teachers who did not teach in Kentucky the previous year and all KTIP teachers.
1. Percentage of teacher turnover – The proportion of teachers who left teaching in a school, district or the state.

These measures are being added to the School Report Card in order to satisfy federal reporting requirements. The equity plan focuses on the equitable distribution of highly effective teachers for all students. Kentucky’s plan, “Equitable Access to Effective Educators Plan for Kentucky” has been approved by the U.S. Department of Education and can be found on the Kentucky Department of Education website here.   

		

	[bookmark: _Newsy_Notes_1][bookmark: _Newsy_Notes][bookmark: _Previous_Topics][bookmark: _Third_Article][bookmark: _ACCESS_FOR_ELLS][bookmark: _Third_Article_1][bookmark: _KAAC_CONFERENCE_CALL]Previous Topics

	
CLARIFICATION - OVERALL CUT SCORES
The 2014-15 Locked Overall Accountability Cut Scores required at Elementary, Middle, High and District levels to achieve the classification of Proficient, Distinguished and School/District of Distinction can be found in KDE Open House. These were updated and shared in March 2015.

The new baselines were shared in March with schools and districts. They are also posted on the KDE Open House website and the correct link was shared last week at: http://openhouse.education.ky.gov/Data. It has been reported that the link has not been working consistently. For your convenience, the cut scores are below:


[image: ]
DATA SHARING
Summary data is provided for school and district use. The preliminary data is confidential and must be used in a manner consistent with the district’s confidentiality rules. As a result of data review, this summary data is likely to change but could be shared with school and district level leadership.

	
Top of Page

	ACCOUNTABILITY CALCULATOR INFORMATION
Various resources are offered by the OAA to assist districts in understanding the Unbridled Learning Assessment and Accountability system. One such resource is the Accountability Calculator. The calculator is used to assist schools or districts with planning. This can be done by placing the number of students scoring at all (NAPD) performance levels into the calculator. The calculator allows schools or districts to input various numbers into the calculator to see the impact on their scores. The benefit of the calculator is different numbers can be input to simulate different scenarios. The calculator allows monitoring of progress throughout the year based on formative assessments given within a school. The calculator can be found at the following link: http://education.ky.gov/aa/distsupp/pages/data-release-resources.aspx.

Questions continue to be raised around removing Science from the Accountability Calculator for both Elementary and Middle school levels. The calculator was developed to be dynamic for any school configuration found in Kentucky. Thus when entering information into the calculator, it will only calculate the subject areas entered. Likewise, if a subject is left out (i.e., Science), it will automatically distribute the weight proportionally to the other subject areas for that configured school. The current version of the accountability calculator (V6) has the inclusion of K3 in elementary level Program Review. Districts cannot compare numbers from V5 and to numbers they get from V6. 

Below are some of the less common school configurations in Kentucky:
1) K-3: Reading and Mathematics only
2) K-4: Reading, Mathematics, Science and Language Mechanics (of course Science is no long available either)
3) 5-6: Reading, Mathematics, Social Studies, Writing and Language Mechanics
4) 9-12: Because students can take courses at various grade levels, there are some schools that may not show EOC exams being given every year.

If you use the calculator to generate accountability score, then OAA cautions that self-generated summary reports from data files with only tested students will not match the 100-day accountability data and will not be accurate. Also, data will likely change during the data review period. Should your district generate summaries of your results, KDE strongly encourages you to place a local embargo on this self-generated data similar to the embargo KDE uses.

	

	NEW INFINITE CAMPUS: CUSTOM ASSESSMENT REPORT
The purpose of the Custom Assessment Report is to allow school/district staff to view students’ results on major assessments by content area. The report includes actively enrolled students who, on the date of the report, have a primary enrollment in your school/district. The data in this report will change as scores are imported into the State Edition of Infinite Campus; therefore, the data will not match the School Report Card (SRC).The following assessments may be chosen when running this report:  End-of-Course (EOC), K-PREP, ACT, ACT Explore, ACT Plan, and Stanford 10. The report could help DACs, BACs, principals, and school administrators to see school-level scores by subject, grade level, race/ethnicity, and gap groups.  

The pathway to run the report is KY State Reporting > KDE Reports > Custom Assessment Report. Users must be granted access by their local KSIS administrator before having rights to run this report. Click here to view the Quick Reference Card (QRC) for the Custom Assessment Report. The QRC will give you more information regarding the report. The QRC is also available to view in Infinite Campus before you run the report. If you have questions regarding the data in the report email kdeassessment@education.ky.gov.

	

	[bookmark: _Testing_Tips]Testing Tips

	
ADMINISTRATION CODE
General encouraging remarks such as “Do your best,” or “Stay on task” are acceptable. Evaluative comments such as “You can do better,” or “You can write more” are not acceptable.
 
Good Faith Effort Checklist results shall not be revealed to students until testing is complete and materials are returned to the BAC. Follow school policy for when results and rewards are to be distributed. 


	INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS
Reinforcement and behavior modification strategies: The strategies may include verbal, tangible or tactile reinforcements for on-task behavior, use of technology to focus attention or reduce stress, and testing in a separate location. A strategy may not influence the performance of another student. 


	Contact Information
Office of Assessment and Accountability
Division of Support and Research
(502) 564-4394
KDE DAC Information
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