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	Q:
	Has the calculator policy for state-required assessments changed for 2015-16?
	In this Issue:

	A:
	The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) calculator policy has been revised as of August 2015. The KDE calculator policy applies to all state-required assessments, except for those that are ACT products. The ACT calculator policy is to be followed for all ACT products (EOC, the ACT, ACT Compass, and ACT WorkKeys). The policy also includes directions for requesting the use of a device not listed on the approved calculator list for students with IEPs, PSPs or 504 Plans. A table comparing the two policies has been created for easy reference.
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	Sept. 30:
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	Oct. 1:
	TENTATIVE 2015 Public Reporting of Assessment and Accountability Data
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[bookmark: _PRE-QC_DATA_REVIEW]PRE-QC DATA REVIEW CLOSED
The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) would like to thank everyone who participated in the Pre-QC Data Review that ended on August 27. Your efforts to get the data as accurate as possible, prior to the public data release, is appreciated, especially since this is an extremely busy time for schools.

The next look at data will occur on the Quality Control (QC) Day. This is tentatively scheduled on September 16 for an online review of data in the School Report Card to identify systemic issues. Details will be provided soon.

[bookmark: _SDRR_FEEDBACK_FALL]SDRR FEEDBACK FALL 2015 SURVEY
Each year, OAA asks for feedback from DACs, BACs and others who use the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application for ways to improve the system. This information is extremely valuable in driving the development of SDRR to meet the needs of the field. Between rosters and this pre-release cleanup period, OAA was able to make several enhancements to SDRR based on the feedback from feature requests in the previous spring survey.

The SDRR Feedback Fall 2015 survey will be open until 4:00 p.m. ET on Friday, September 4. The survey includes questions on what works well, what needs improvement and what new features are preferable. Please complete the survey at, https://goo.gl/g6BI88.

[bookmark: _GIFTED_AND_TALENTED]GIFTED AND TALENTED IDENTIFICATION GUIDANCE
Due to questions from the field about which assessments can be used to identify students for gifted and talented services, Next-Generation Learners, Division of Learning Services in conjunction with the Office of Assessment and Accountability has created a guidance document. The document clarifies the use of the K-PREP assessment and regulatory requirements for student identification. The document also includes KDE contact information for specific questions or concerns. 
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ACCESS FOR ELLS 2.0® SURVEY 
Data Recognition Corporation (DRC) is the new subcontractor for printing, disseminating test materials, reporting and housing the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 test site that is online this year for English Learners. Attached is a survey for DACs to complete about contact information, shipping information and contact information for the district technology coordinator. Please complete survey by August 31 in order for DRC to get your site setup in the system. https://goo.gl/k9gWRa. 
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	ACCESS FOR ELLS®/ALTERNATE ACCESS FOR ELLS® TEST WINDOW
The 2015-16 testing window for ACCESS for ELLs®/Alternate ACCESS for ELLs will occur January 4-February 12, 2015. For more information, see the attached schedule. 

	


	2014-15 ACCESS FOR ELLS® USERNAME AND PASSWORD ACCOUNTS
In an effort to verify user accounts and clean up the Secure Portal system, WIDA plans to take the following steps for all user accounts starting on August 19. Rest assured that no user data will be deleted and that WIDA has the ability to recreate/reactivate accounts as needed.
1. All current system users will be sent an account verification e-mail (see attached).
1. Accounts with an undeliverable e-mail address will be removed and archived.
1. Users will be asked to confirm their account with an opportunity to opt-out. Accounts for users that opt-out will be removed and archived.
1. Remaining users will be asked to follow a link to the WIDA Secure Portal login screen.
1. After logging in to the My Account & Secure Portal page, users will be able to review and update profile information as needed.

Any users who do not verify their account by logging in to the Secure Portal from August 19- September 30, 2015 will have their account automatically inactivated in the system. Verified accounts retain the same user permissions currently in effect within the system. 

If ACCESS account users have any questions, please contact the WIDA Client Services Center by e-mail help@wida.us or phone (866) 276-7735.

	



	UPDATED ACCESS FOR ELLS 2.0 RESOURCES
WIDA is developing several resources to support the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 assessment suite with regard to Accommodations and Accessibility features. The following resources are available on the WIDA ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Preparations Resources page (http://wida.us/access_2.0/preparation):

· Updated ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Accessibility and Accommodations Guidelines 
· Updated ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Accessibility and Accommodations Descriptions 

	

	ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT STUDENTS MARKED BLIND/VISUALLY IMPAIRED (VI) ON IEP (DAC Action Required)
The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) will provide tactically-enhanced supplemental materials (e.g., maps, graphs) for some grades on the Alternate K-PREP Attainment Tasks to students who have visual impairments. KDE must verify that the student has VI marked on their Individualized Education Program (IEP). If a student qualifies for these materials, please complete the following tasks:
1. Verify in the IEP that a visual impairment has been clearly marked in a current IEP and the student is identified as participating in Kentucky’s Alternate Assessment.
1. Submit the student’s first and last name, SSID, grade, school, district and dimension to Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov. 

	Name (first and last)
	SSID
	Grade
	School
	District
	Dimension (A or B)

	
	
	
	
	
	



All submissions must be made to Kevin O’Hair by no later than Tuesday, September 15 to receive these tactically-enhanced materials for the first Alternate K-PREP Attainment Tasks window. Late submissions will not receive these materials for test window 1.

	

	KSIS NOTIFICATION: SCHOOL REPORT CARD EQUITY TAB
On the School Report Card Secure Site, the Learning Environment Tab includes a new Equity Tab for 2015. Two Skype sessions will be held next week to provide an introductory overview of the Equity Tab and KDE’s Equity Plan. The sessions will be held Tuesday, August 25 from 10–11 a.m. ET and Thursday, August 27 from 3–4 p.m. ET. Each session will cover the same content, starting with a 20-minute overview of the Equity Plan and the Equity tab, and then time for Q&A. The link to the Skype sessions is provided below.

Join Skype Meeting
	This is an online meeting for Skype for Business, the professional meetings and communications app formerly known as Lync.

	


 	Help 

As you review the information in the Equity Tab, be aware that: 
· The working conditions data is provided by the New Teacher Center and is loaded at the school, district and state level.
· Overall Effectiveness and Overall Growth data comes from the Teacher and Principal Professional Growth and Effectiveness Systems as provided by Pearson and is loaded only at the district and state level.
· The percentage of new and KTIP teachers is provided by Educator Professional Standards Board (EPSB) at the school, district and state level.
· The percentage of teacher turnover is calculated from Infinite Campus and can be compared to a detail level report in Infinite Campus. More information on that report is available here. The teacher turnover data will be refreshed weekly (each Tuesday) until September 15 when it becomes final for public reporting.   

The information below was previously shared with Superintendents and includes details of the 5 categories of information included in the Equity tab.

Questions regarding data populated in the Equity tab can be directed to kdedatarequest@education.ky.gov. Questions regarding the equity plan should be directed to Jennifer.baker@education.ky.gov. 

If you do not already have access to the Secure School Report Card site, register for web application access, and then contact your district WAAPOC to set up your access to the Secure School Report Card site. District WAAPOCs are listed in the online School Directory (bottom of page).

MONDAY SUPERINTENDENT E-MAIL–August 17
Equity Tab in School Report Card
The Equity Tab is a new tab within the Learning Environment section of the School Report Card and provides information about educator characteristics and workplace environment within schools. There are five separate measurements that include: 
· Working Conditions – Results of three constructs around teacher retention and student achievement. Kentucky uses the Teaching, Empowering, Leading and Learning (TELL) as the survey for working conditions. 
· Overall Effectiveness of School Teachers and Leaders – The percentage of teachers and leaders in a school building who receive an Overall Performance Category rating of Accomplished or Exemplary. 
· Overall Student Growth Rating of Teachers and Leaders – The percentage of teachers and leaders in a school building who receive an Overall Student Growth rating of Expected or High. The overall student growth rating is determined by district defined decision rules to combine local and state (if available) contributions.
· Percentage of new and Kentucky Teacher Internship Program (KTIP) teachers – Total percent of first year and KTIP teachers in the school, district or state. Includes those teachers who did not teach in Kentucky the previous year and all KTIP teachers.
· Percentage of teacher turnover – The proportion of teachers who left teaching in a school, district or the state.

These measures are being added to the School Report Card in order to satisfy federal reporting requirements. The equity plan focuses on the equitable distribution of highly effective teachers for all students. Kentucky’s plan, “Equitable Access to Effective Educators Plan for Kentucky” has been approved by the U.S. Department of Education and can be found on the Kentucky Department of Education website here.
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	FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS—DATA REVIEW
Attached are questions and answers that OAA received during pre-data review that ended August 27. The next time to review data will occur on Quality Control (QC) Day; QC Day is for the identification of systemic data issues. Changing of individual student data will be possible during the official Data Review, which is the 10 days following the Public Release of data.

	


	[bookmark: _Testing_Tips]Testing Tips

	
ADMINISTRATION CODE
Student may have non-content related materials at their workstation after they have completed testing and their test materials have been collected. 


	INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS
Extended time accommodation:  
The student must have used regular time appropriately and made progress in order to be allowed extended time. Extended time is limited to time and a half or double time. 

Examples: 30 minute test X 1 ½ = 45 minutes OR 30 minute test X 2 = 60 minutes. Extended time should immediately follow the testing session and shall not go beyond the end of the school day.


	Contact Information
Office of Assessment and Accountability
Division of Support and Research
(502) 564-4394
KDE DAC Information
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