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	[bookmark: _GoBack]September 14, 2015
	

	[bookmark: _QUESTION_OF_THE_1]QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
	

	Q:
	What two steps can DACs take to prepare for Quality Control Day on Wednesday, September 16?

	In this Issue:

	A:
	First, DACs and superintendents will need to access the School Report Card (SRC) in the Secure Web Application.  DACs should ensure they and the superintendent have access to the secure SRC.  In the secure application, DACs and superintendents should have the School Report Card (SECURE) as an option, please see below.  To obtain access to the secure application, please contact the district WAAPOC.
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Second, Nondisclosure Forms need to be signed.  During the Quality Control Day, DACs and superintendents will have access to the secure 2014-15 School Report Card. The data are preliminary and secure. DACs are asked to e-mail their Nondisclosure Preliminary Data QC form (attached) to Teresa.King@education.ky.gov prior to Wednesday, September 16.  DACs should keep on file in the district a Nondisclosure Preliminary Data Form from others with whom the DACs share the preliminary data. OAA expects schools and districts not to share the preliminary data beyond the leadership level during the Quality Control (QC) process.  

Specific directions for QC Day including links to the live webcast beginning at 9:00 a.m. ET will be shared in a Special DAC E-Mail.
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	[bookmark: _QUESTION_OF_THE]Important Dates

	Sept. 15:
	Deadline to Order Alternate K-PREP Attainment Tasks Visually Impaired Materials

	Sept. 16:
	Quality Control (QC) Online Day

	Sept. 23:
	QualityCore New Platform Training

	Sept. 28:
	QualityCore New Platform Training

	Sept. 29:
	Embargoed Data Released to Districts and Working Media

	Sept. 30:
	Deadline of Username Verification for ACCESS for ELLs

	Oct. 1:

	TENTATIVE 2015 Public Reporting of Assessment and Accountability Data

	[bookmark: _REGISTRATION_OPEN_FOR][bookmark: _School_Report_Card_1][bookmark: _First_Article_1][bookmark: _SCHOOL_REPORT_CARD]REGISTRATION OPEN FOR SCOTT TRIMBLE WORKSHOP ON INSTRUCTION AND ASSESSMENT 2015
Make plans to attend the Scott Trimble Workshop on Instruction and Assessment 2015 on October 19-20 at the Galt House in Louisville. This conference is sponsored by the Kentucky Association of Assessment Coordinators (KAAC). The theme this year is Taking the Reins. The sessions will focus on using assessment data to guide/steer classrooms, schools, and districts toward continuous improvement. There are sessions being offered for elementary, middle, high school teachers and administrators, DACs, BACs, and superintendents.

Register at: www.kaac.org

Contact Information:  Donna Patterson, donna.patterson@green.kyschools.us or Bethany Jones, bjones@kaac.org.

[bookmark: _ACCESS_FOR_ELLS®/ALTERNATE]ACCESS FOR ELLS®/ALTERNATE ACCESS FOR ELLS® SCORES IN INFINITE CAMPUS(IC)
The 2014-15 ACCESS for ELLs®/Alternate ACCESS for ELLs® scores are available now in IC State Edition under the general assessment tab and the LEP assessment tab.

[bookmark: _CCR_FOR_STUDENTS]CCR FOR STUDENTS PARTICIPATING IN THE ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT 
(1% of Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities)
Repeat from CTE Update 9/8/2015
Within Kentucky’s Unbridled Learning Assessment and Accountability Model, the College and Career Readiness (CCR) measures for students with significant cognitive disabilities have been revised. The CCR measures now align more closely with those for students in the general assessment. The assessment instruments were expanded beyond the Transition Attainment Record (TAR) and Career Ready accountability was strengthened.
· The TAR is retained as the measure for College Ready.
· A new assessment, the Employability Skills Attainment Record, will assess Career Ready: Academic.
· A Career Work Experience Certification process was developed for Career Ready: Technical.
· The opportunity for a student participating in the alternate assessment to be both College and Career Ready is now included.

Students will be awarded Career Ready status by the Office of Career and Technical Education.

The table below illustrates the revisions.
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SDRR
Secure Web App
PearsonAccess
Compass
CIITS


@KDE
ACCESS for ELLs
ACT
Alternate K-PREP
Compass
College/Career Readiness
End-of-Course
K-PREP
KYOTE

DAC E-MAILS

School Report Card
Open House

Helpful Links
ACT
KAAC
NAEP
Pearson


		
College and Career Readiness Measures for Students Participating in Alternate Assessment

	College Ready:
Must meet TAR benchmarks 
	Career Ready:  Must meet benchmarks in Career Academic area and Career Ready Technical area.
	Bonus: College AND Career Ready
Must meet benchmarks on the following

	College Ready
	Career Ready Academic
	Career Ready Technical
	College Ready Academic
	Career Ready Technical

	Transition Attainment Record (TAR)
(aligns with ACT)



	Employability Skills Attainment Record (ESAR) 
(is based on the  foundational academic and employability skills identified by business and industry for the Kentucky Occupational Skills Standards Assessment KOSSA)
	Career Work Experience Certification (CWEC)
(is based on the  foundational academic and employability skills identified by business and industry for the Kentucky Occupational Skills Standards Assessment KOSSA)
	Transition Attainment Record
	Employability Skills Attainment Record



	
	
	
	
	Career Work Experience Certification

	
	
	
	
	
	




	Timelines for Implementation 
2015-2016
· Four CCR Usability Sites begin implementation
· All LEAs engage in CCR readiness activities
2016-2017
· Statewide pilot
· Usability Sites continue
2017-2018
· Accountability begins - first year points can be earned under the revised measures
· Usability Sites complete activities

	

	[bookmark: _PROGRAM_REVIEW_AUDIT][bookmark: _Second_Article_1][bookmark: _WORKKEYS_DATA_IN][bookmark: _2014-15_GRADUATES_-]PROGRAM REVIEW AUDIT PROCESS WORKSHOPS
In an effort to support schools with the Program Reviews and the upcoming audits, KDE is offering Program Review Audit Trainings across the state during September and October. Two of these trainings have already occurred and were attended by over 175 participants. These sessions focus on the purposes of the Program Review and how the Audit Process supports those purposes. There is still plenty of room left at the following three sessions:
 
General Butler State Park                  Tuesday, September 15
Barren River State Park                     Thursday, September 24
Madison County BOE Office                Tuesday, October 6 (space is limited)
 
Registration link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TLXV2B9
 
For additional information, or if you have questions, please contact Jamee Barton:  502-564-2106 ext. 4545 or e-mail her:  Jamee.barton@education.ky.gov
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	[bookmark: _Newsy_Notes_1][bookmark: _Newsy_Notes][bookmark: _Previous_Topics]Previous Topics

	[bookmark: _EQUITY_TAB_IN_1][bookmark: _QUALITYCORE_NEW_PLATFORM]QUALITY CONTROL (QC) DAY CONFIRMED 
 QC Day is confirmed for Wednesday, September 16.  The agenda for the day is as follows (all times are ET): 
· 9:00 a.m. Webcast begins (with training and directions for the QC work)
· 10:00 a.m. School Report Card opens for quality control work
· 1:00 p.m. Update Webcast

The tentative schedule for public release is:
· September 29 – Embargoed Data Released to Districts and Working Media
· October 1 –  Public Reporting 

Access to Data on September 16
The accountability summary data shared during the QC Day is preliminary with access limited to DACs and Superintendents in the Secure Report Card.  New DACs and Superintendents should ensure access to the Secure Report Card prior to QC Day by contacting their local WAAPOC.  DACs and Superintendents may share the summary accountability data with leadership only. It is okay to involve BACs with quality control.

Teachers should NOT have access to the summary data provided on September 16. Teachers who have students in their classroom may access and use individual student results from testing vendors. Teachers may want to focus on Novice Reduction strategies and/or make changes to instruction and curriculum.

Baselines for Fall 2015 Reporting
A set of 2013-14 baseline Overall Scores and 2014-15 Annual Measurable Objective (AMO) goals was sent to DACs in March 2015. The spreadsheet was also posted on the KDE Open House website, under the Supplemental Data section and Accountability tab at: http://openhouse.education.ky.gov/Data. To generate the 2013-14 baselines, OAA used the 2013-14 scores from Next-Generation Learners and added the K-3 Program Review (PR) scores to the existing PR scores (i.e., Arts and Humanities, Practical Living/Career Studies and Writing). Science was also removed from the Achievement calculations at elementary school, middle school and for Alternate Assessment students at all levels, including high school.  Biology at the high school is included in Achievement calculations.  These changes will be reflected in the 2014-15 SRC. 

Below are the locked Overall Accountability Cut Scores that were provided in March 2015 and located on the third tab of the attached spreadsheet.  The cut scores were set after making adjustments mentioned above and using the percentile cuts (i.e. 70th percentile equals Proficient). The baseline scores set in March 2015 using the 2013-14 data reset all schools to a normal distribution; however the Cut Scores are locked at that point and any gains made in the 2014-15 school year will allow all schools that reach the Cut Score to be proficient or distinguished. Theoretically, as in the past, 100% of schools could achieve the proficient/distinguished Cut Score due to the locked score.   
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	QUALITYCORE NEW PLATFORM TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES—SAVE THE DATE
ACT staff will provide training webinars on the new Pacific Metrics platform on September 23 at 10:00 a.m. ET and September 28 at 2:00 p.m. ET for Kentucky schools/districts. A registration link will be made available closer to the training dates. DACs and others who will be working to set up class testing rosters should attend one of the trainings in preparation for testing to be available beginning October 1.  

Multiple national training webinars are also available. One national date (September 9) is scheduled prior to the Kentucky trainings. The webinars are free, but registration is required. Dates and registration information can be found at this link: http://www.act.org/learning-at-act/training/qualitycore.html.

The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) asks that if you participate in the September 9 webinar not to begin working in the system before October 1. OAA is working with ACT to provide schools/districts with the best information possible to make the transition to the system a positive experience. 

	

	EQUITY TAB IN SCHOOL REPORT CARD
The Learning Environment Tab in the School Report Card includes a new Equity Tab for 2015. Skype sessions were taped during the last week of August that provide an overview of the Equity Tab and KDE’s Equity Plan. The following link is the recording from the taped session: http://education.ky.gov/districts/tech/sis/Pages/KSIS-Training.aspx.

More details about the Equity Tab can be found in Commissioner Holliday’s Fast Five E-mail dated August 21, located at the following link: http://education.ky.gov/CommOfEd/fri/Pages/August-21-2015.aspx.

Questions regarding data populated in the Equity Tab can be directed to kdedatarequest@education.ky.gov. Questions regarding the Equity Plan should be directed to Jennifer.baker@education.ky.gov.

	

	KYOTE WRITING SCORER TRAINING CLARIFICATION
Staff who have been trained and certified to score the writing portion of KYOTE do not have to be re-certified. There is no annual training for the writing portion of the assessment. For questions concerning KYOTE writing, contact kyotewritinghelp@ky.gov. 

	Top of Page

	ACT SCORES UPLOADED TO INFINITE CAMPUS (IC)
KDE strives to publish assessment data in IC as it becomes available. In this spirit, ACT scores from August 1, 2014 through February 27, 2015 have been loaded into IC. These scores are also available in CIITS at this time. KDE will be loading national scores from April 1, 2015 through June 30, 2015 into IC as early as tomorrow, Wednesday, September 9. ACT scores from state testing have already been loaded and published to the districts. 

	

	ACCESS FOR ELLS 2.0® ONLINE RESOURCES
In an effort to help keep districts aware of new resources and information that WIDA is posting to the website, https://www.wida.us/assessment/access20-prep.aspx, see below the chart of important dates.

Recent additions to the Preparations Resources page include the Accommodations FAQs. This new document is in addition to the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Accessibility and Accommodations Guidelines and the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Accessibility and Accommodations Descriptions documents already posted to the Preparations Resources page on the WIDA website.

	Release (Posted on website)
	Focus of Resources

	September 4, 2015
	WIDA AMS User Guide Part 1,
Modules to support ordering and downloading documents

	September 22, 2015
	WIDA AMS User Guide Part 2,  
Modules to support Creating Test
Sessions and Managing Students

	October 5, 2015
	Modules to support the testing process, additional materials, and
Technology User Guide
Modules to support Packing and
Shipping Materials

	February 12, 2016
	WIDA AMS User Guide Part 3, Modules to support post-test
activities including validation and
reports



	

	[bookmark: _Testing_Tips]Testing Tips

	
ADMINISTRATION CODE
Reference the current calculator policy and make preparations prior to testing sessions. Be mindful of when calculators are not allowed—K-PREP Mathematics Part C (non-calculator portion).  


	INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS
Calculator accommodation:  Calculators are allowed for ALL subjects and parts of the state-required assessment including the non-calculator portion for students with this accommodation on their current IEP/504. An adequate number of calculators should be available for all students. 
 
Students selected for the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) must follow NAEP testing accommodation guidelines which will not allow for all accommodations. 


	Contact Information
Office of Assessment and Accountability
Division of Support and Research
(502) 564-4394
KDE DAC Information
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