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	[bookmark: _QUESTION_OF_THE_1]QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
	

	Q:
	[bookmark: _GoBack]How can districts register for the new QualityCore EOC Platform Training?

	
In this Issue:

	A:
	The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) in conjunction with ACT and Pacific Metrics will provide a live training webinar on September 23 at 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. ET and will repeat the session on September 28 at 2:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. ET. The presenters will describe the roles of district and school personnel for preparing for administering the ACT QualityCore End-of-Course tests. It is pertinent for DACs to attend one of the sessions to learn how to set up access for school level staff. The appropriate school level staff should also attend a session so they too can learn their roles. Participants will need to register in advance. Registration is limited so districts are encouraged to meet together for viewing, using a single registration where practical. After registering, a confirmation e-mail containing information about joining the training will be sent to each registrant.

Register for Wednesday, September 23, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. ET ACT QualityCore End-of-Course Tests at:
https://attendee.gototraining.com/r/6296417477264390658

Register for Monday, September 28, 2:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. ET at:
https://attendee.gototraining.com/r/9191842810662627330

Note: Two live Q & A webinars will be held (one in October and one in February), after staff have had a chance to review materials and work in the system. Specific webinar dates will be shared closer to the meeting times.
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Important Dates

	Sept. 23:
	QualityCore New Platform Training

	Sept. 24-28:
	PearsonAccess Closed

	Sept. 28:
	QualityCore New Platform Training 

	Week of Sept. 28:
	Test Coordinator Information Packets Arrive Via E-mail

	Sept. 29:
	Embargoed Data Released to Districts and Working Media

	
	PearsonAccess Reopens

	Sept. 30:
	Deadline of Username Verification for ACCESS for ELLs

	Oct. 1:
	TENTATIVE 2015 Public Reporting of Assessment and Accountability Data

	
	Complete KOSSA Coordinator Survey Monkey

	Oct. 9:
	Individual Student Reports Arrive in Districts from Pearson


	[bookmark: _School_Report_Card_1][bookmark: _First_Article_1][bookmark: _SCHOOL_REPORT_CARD]
[bookmark: _EOC_REPORTS_FROM]EOC REPORTS FROM VANTAGE
Student reports from previous administrations are available from ACT. District Assessment Coordinators and School Test Coordinators can request EOC reports from the old Vantage system. Contact ACT QualityCore Support by phone (866-764-7228) or by e-mail at QualityCoreSupport@act.org to request reports. The customer support team will send a secure URL where the reports can be downloaded. A password will be sent to decompress the files. 

[bookmark: _ACT_DAC_GUIDE]ACT DAC GUIDE INFORMATION CHANGE
Page 2 of the ACT DAC Guide currently states: Test Coordinator Information Packets will be mailed to high school principals. DACs will be e-mailed a link to access the materials online. Principals should distribute information materials to the staff person appointed as Test Coordinator (TC). 

The change is that the Test Coordinator Information Packets will be e-mailed to Test Coordinators, and principals will not have to distribute the information to staff. The e-mail will be sent during the week of September 28.

[bookmark: _PEARSONACCESS_SCHEDULED_TO]PEARSONACCESS SCHEDULED TO CLOSE
PearsonAccess will be closed Thursday, September 24 through Monday, September 28. This closure is needed for Pearson to load multiple reports including, Individual Student Reports (with growth) and Summary Reports. If DACs or BACs have trainings scheduled during this timeframe, the system will be unavailable for live demonstrations. PearsonAccess is scheduled to reopen for district viewing on Tuesday, September 29.

Individual Student Reports (ISRs) will arrive in districts from Pearson no later than October 9. Districts will receive two copies of the ISRs, one for the school and one for the student.
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	[bookmark: _KENTUCKY_OCCUPATIONAL_SKILLS][bookmark: _Third_Article_1][bookmark: _KAAC_CONFERENCE_CALL][bookmark: _Second_Article][bookmark: _Second_Article_1][bookmark: _WORKKEYS_DATA_IN][bookmark: _2014-15_GRADUATES_-]KENTUCKY OCCUPATIONAL SKILLS STANDARDS ASSESSMENT (KOSSA): CRITICAL ACTION REQUIRED BY OCTOBER 1
1. By October 1, each school must identify a KOSSA Coordinator in accordance with the attached 2015-16 KOSSA Coordinator Assignment Policy and register KOSSA Coordinators via the 2015-16 KOSSA Coordinator Survey Monkey request at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NRM68FD. 

1. On October 2, all previous KOSSA Coordinator Electronic Assessment (E-SESS) accounts will expire. 

1. By October 4, an E-SESS account will be created for all DACs for access to their district and schools. Account information will be provided, once the E-SESS account has been created. Instructions for accessing E-SESS 2014-15 and 2013-14 are attached. DACs will have access to KOSSA test tickets and results data in E-SESS and receive all communications.

1. By October 9, an E-SESS account will be created for new KOSSA Coordinators registered via the 2015-16 KOSSA Coordinator Survey Monkey request and will have access to KOSSA data in E-SESS for 2014-15 and 2013-14. Account information will be provided, once the E-SESS account has been created. Instructions for accessing E-SESS 2014-15 and 2013-14 are attached. KOSSA Coordinators will have access to E-SESS, the online testing system, for the school and will receive communication regarding student test tickets (only the DAC and KOSSA Coordinator/Administrator will have access to test tickets), administration procedures, and reporting. 

1. In January, the 2015-16 KOSSA Coordinator accounts and DACs will be granted access to KOSSA for 2015-16 in preparation for testing. Instructions for accessing E-SESS 2015-16 are forthcoming.

1. The KOSSA testing window is February 1- March 31. Schools must identify dates for testing within this two-month window. The testing window must be identified in the 2015-16 KOSSA Coordinators Survey Monkey response by October 1. Link to survey https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NRM68FD. If a modification to the KOSSA testing window is needed, contact Sherri Craig at sherri.craig@education.ky.gov.

Reminders / Upcoming KOSSA Deadlines
1. January 15 is a critical deadline for KOSSA registration. Only those students identified as preparatory in TEDS by January 15 will be eligible to test. The KOSSA Test Ticket Report in TEDS should be utilized to review and confirm students’ preparatory status prior to January 15.

1. There will be no paper/pencil version of the KOSSA in 2016. Accommodations for readers, large print, and extended time can be met through the online system. Readers must read the assessment from the student’s computer. There are no printed KOSSA test scripts. While assistive reading technology is not supported by E-SESS, some schools have had success using Read and Write Gold. Readers must complete the required trainings prior to local testing window.

1. Infinite Campus (IC) is the authoritative source for accommodations. OCTE captures accommodations needs through IC so that schools will no longer need to submit requests. Make sure that the IEP information in IC documents all accommodations required for students. If a Braille version is required, please contact Sherri Craig at sherri.craig@education.ky.gov.

1. All individuals participating in the administration of KOSSA shall comply with the Administration Code for Kentucky's Educational Assessment Program and Inclusion of Special Populations. Required trainings must be completed prior to the administration of KOSSA at the local level. Nondisclosures and Group Signature Sheets verifying training should be kept on file locally.

1. For KOSSA related questions contact Sherri Craig by phone (502) 564-3472 Ext. 4226 or e-mail sherri.craig@education.ky.gov.
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	[bookmark: _Newsy_Notes_1][bookmark: _Newsy_Notes][bookmark: _Previous_Topics][bookmark: _CONSULTANT_POSITION_OPENING]Previous Topics

	
CONSULTANT POSITION OPENING
The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA), Division of Support and Research, in Frankfort (Franklin County) has an opening for an Education Administration Program Consultant I. The candidate will be responsible for providing support and assistance regarding Kentucky’s assessment and accountability program for public school students in grades 3-12. A complete job description and qualifications required for this critical position can be found here.

Information concerning the application process, can be accessed at the Personnel Cabinet’s home page.

The closing date to apply for this position is Friday, September 25. Please share the information with anyone who may be a good candidate to support schools and districts.

	

	REGISTRATION OPEN FOR SCOTT TRIMBLE WORKSHOP ON INSTRUCTION AND ASSESSMENT 2015
Make plans to attend the Scott Trimble Workshop on Instruction and Assessment 2015 on October 19-20 at the Galt House in Louisville. This conference is sponsored by the Kentucky Association of Assessment Coordinators (KAAC). The theme this year is Taking the Reins. The sessions will focus on using assessment data to guide/steer classrooms, schools, and districts toward continuous improvement. There are sessions being offered for elementary, middle, high school teachers and administrators, DACs, BACs, and superintendents.

Register at: www.kaac.org

Contact Information: Donna Patterson, donna.patterson@green.kyschools.us or Bethany Jones, bjones@kaac.org.

	

Top of Page

	ACCESS FOR ELLS®/ALTERNATE ACCESS FOR ELLS® SCORES IN INFINITE CAMPUS(IC)
The 2014-15 ACCESS for ELLs®/Alternate ACCESS for ELLs® scores are available now in IC State Edition under the general assessment tab and the LEP assessment tab.

	

	
CCR FOR STUDENTS PARTICIPATING IN THE ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT 
(1% of Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities)
Repeat from CTE Update 9/8/2015
Within Kentucky’s Unbridled Learning Assessment and Accountability Model, the College and Career Readiness (CCR) measures for students with significant cognitive disabilities have been revised. The CCR measures now align more closely with those for students in the general assessment. The assessment instruments were expanded beyond the Transition Attainment Record (TAR) and Career Ready accountability was strengthened.
1. The TAR is retained as the measure for College Ready.
1. A new assessment, the Employability Skills Attainment Record, will assess Career Ready: Academic.
1. A Career Work Experience Certification process was developed for Career Ready: Technical.
1. The opportunity for a student participating in the alternate assessment to be both College and Career Ready is now included.

Students will be awarded Career Ready status by the Office of Career and Technical Education.

The table below illustrates the revisions.

	
College and Career Readiness Measures for Students Participating in Alternate Assessment

	College Ready:
Must meet TAR benchmarks 
	Career Ready: Must meet benchmarks in Career Academic area and Career Ready Technical area.
	Bonus: College AND Career Ready
Must meet benchmarks on the following

	College Ready
	Career Ready Academic
	Career Ready Technical
	College Ready Academic
	Career Ready Technical

	Transition Attainment Record (TAR)
(aligns with ACT)



	Employability Skills Attainment Record (ESAR) 
(is based on the foundational academic and employability skills identified by business and industry for the Kentucky Occupational Skills Standards Assessment KOSSA)
	Career Work Experience Certification (CWEC)
(is based on the foundational academic and employability skills identified by business and industry for the Kentucky Occupational Skills Standards Assessment KOSSA)
	Transition Attainment Record
	Employability Skills Attainment Record



	
	
	
	
	Career Work Experience Certification



Timelines for Implementation 
2015-2016
1. Four CCR Usability Sites begin implementation
1. All LEAs engage in CCR readiness activities
2016-2017
1. Statewide pilot
1. Usability Sites continue
2017-2018
1. Accountability begins - first year points can be earned under the revised measures
1. Usability Sites complete activities

	

	PROGRAM REVIEW AUDIT PROCESS WORKSHOPS
In an effort to support schools with the Program Reviews and the upcoming audits, KDE is offering Program Review Audit Trainings across the state during September and October. Two of these trainings have already occurred and were attended by over 175 participants. These sessions focus on the purposes of the Program Review and how the Audit Process supports those purposes. There is still plenty of room left at the following three sessions:

General Butler State Park	Tuesday, September 15
Barren River State Park		Thursday, September 24
Madison County BOE Office	Tuesday, October 6 (space is limited)

Registration link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TLXV2B9

For additional information, or if you have questions, please contact Jamee Barton: 502-564-2106 ext. 4545 or e-mail her: Jamee.barton@education.ky.gov

	

	[bookmark: _Testing_Tips]Testing Tips

	
ADMINISTRATION CODE
Be sure to distribute rulers and reference sheets provided with current testing materials. Do not use versions from previous administrations. Rulers may not be altered by staff or students.

Dictionaries are only allowed for on-demand writing.


	INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS
One 3X5 text free notecard with graphic organizers is allowable. Visually impaired students may have the card enlarged. This should not be confused with using a larger card in order to create additional space for more organizers which is not acceptable. The notecard should not be considered the only manipulative allowed. Others may be acceptable per the IEP/504 and test administration rules.


	Contact Information
Office of Assessment and Accountability
Division of Support and Research
(502) 564-4394
KDE DAC Information
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