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	Q:
	Is there still time to register for the ACT QualityCore Live Q & A Session?
	In this Issue:

	[bookmark: _GoBack]A:
	Yes. There is still plenty of room left to attend the live Q & A session scheduled for Wednesday, October 28 from 2:00-3:00 p.m. ET. This session is a follow up to the September trainings.

Registration is required using: https://attendee.gototraining.com/r/5906068859806163201. If you have not yet attempted to use the new system or prefer to wait, another session will be available on February 3, 2016. Information about the February session will be shared closer to the date.

The session will address questions about using the new system. This session is not the appropriate time to request changes be made to the system, ask questions related to the Educational Resources, or other questions not related to use of the system.

In addition to being able to ask questions live, any questions you may now have can be submitted in advance to learning@act.org using the subject line: QualityCore Q&A or questions may also be submitted in advance through the GoToTraining registration page. Submitting questions in advance will assist the team in preparing more complete answers to share during the session.

For immediate assistance while working with the new platform, please continue to contact Customer Service at QualityCoreSupport@act.org or 866-764-7228 (option 2).
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	Oct. 5-30:
	ACCESS for ELLs Ordering Window

	Oct. 28:
	Live QualityCore Q and A Session

	Nov. 1:
	Dropout Data Review Ends

	Nov. 2:
	Alt. K-PREP Test Window 1 Begins/AT, LCI and TAR Score Entry Available in SRD

	Nov. 4:
	Administration Code/Inclusions of Special Populations Training-Frankfort

	Nov. 9:
	ACT Administration Training-Lexington

	Nov. 10:
	ACT Administration Training-Bowling Green

	Nov. 11:
	Veteran’s Day – KDE Offices Will Be Closed

	Nov. 12:
	Administration Code/Inclusions of Special Populations Training-Frankfort

	Nov. 18:
	ACT STEM Webinar

	Nov. 20:
	Deadline to Receive Applications for ACT-Approved Accommodations
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REMINDER:  ADDING AN END-OF-COURSE (EOC) ASSESSMENT TO THE COURSE
As of October 23, only 109 districts had completed the task of adding an EOC assessment in the Assessment Tab to the course or course master for all EOC courses.  This action should be completed by October 30.  

DACs, please provide guidance and support to school staff to complete this task.  For directions regarding how to add an EOC assessment to your EOC course, please review the Instructions for Adding Assessments to the Course. For further questions, please contact KDE at kdedatarequest@education.ky.gov.

In the past, when creating student rosters for EOC testing, KDE has relied on the use of state course codes. When pulling student names many more students were being pulled onto rosters than needed to be tested due to the use of multiple state course codes. Pulling student names onto rosters that should not be there results in District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) or  Building Assessment Coordinators (BACs) having to delete thousands of students from rosters each spring.

To reduce the work for DACs or BACs on 2015-16 spring rosters, there has been a change to the way in which EOC assessments will be identified in Infinite Campus (IC). The process has been refined to make it more concise when the rosters for the EOC courses (especially Biology) are pulled from IC. It is now required for each school to add an assessment in the Assessment Tab on the course or course master for all EOC courses. 

Instead of providing KDE a list of courses that the school/district uses for English II, Algebra II, Biology, and U.S. History, school/district staff will add the EOC assessment to the course (or course master) in the Assessment Tab. This action will allow rosters to be pulled more accurately.

Note: Adding the assessment in the Assessment Tab to the course does not affect the teacher’s gradebook. Attaching the assessment to EOC courses has no bearing on the gradebook.
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Highlights of the new EOC platform and specific information for Kentucky are available through a recorded presentation. The presentation includes: roles and responsibilities, snapshots of assigning and managing roles in the new system, changes from the previous system, logistics for paper/pencil materials and more. The presentation and PowerPoint can be found on the KDE webpage at http://education.ky.gov/AA/Assessments/Pages/EOC.aspx.
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Multiple webcast links are now available on the KDE website. Test Coordinators and Test Accommodations Coordinators should view the webcasts.  Important information on how to submit ACT-Approved Accommodations can be found in the multiple resources provided.  The deadline for ACT-Approved Accommodations requests is November 20.
http://education.ky.gov/AA/Assessments/Pages/ACT.aspx
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	ALTERNATE K-PREP ATTAINMENT TASK SHIPPING FOR WINDOW 1
Districts should have received test materials for the first Alternate K-PREP Test Window the week of October 19-23. Upon receipt, District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) or appointed district level administrators should disperse materials to teachers to make any needed adaptations for their students before testing begins. DACs should receive a copy of the teachers Combined Overview/Attainment Tasks Training Certificate before releasing materials to the teacher. For additional questions regarding materials, please contact Tina Buster or Trina Johnson at (859) 257-7672.
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	2015-16 DROPOUT GUIDELINES AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 1 (DATA FOR 2014-15 ACADEMIC YEAR)
Dropout data review should be completed by November 1. The 2015-16 Dropout Guidelines can be found Here. The beginning of year training video and PowerPoint can be found at the following links: Video / PowerPoint Presentation. Districts should review data by running the KY State Reporting Dropout Report through November 1. Final data will be extracted from IC State after November 1 and presented for final review through the Student Data Review and Rosters Application (SDRR) at a later date.

For questions, contact Tina Logan by phone (502) 564-9853 ext. 4740 or e-mail tina.logan@education.ky.gov or David Curd by phone (502) 564-9853 ext. 4744 or e-mail david.curd@education.ky.gov.

	

	FIRST ALTERNATE K-PREP TESTING WINDOW TO BEGIN
The first Alternate K-PREP testing window to administer Attainment Tasks (AT) will begin November 2. This will be the first of two windows set to assess content standards for reading, mathematics, science, social studies and writing. No tasks may be administered before November 2. 

Instruction may continue into the testing window as long as the content provided is not derived from the actual Attainment Tasks being administered. Once the task administration begins, all instruction for that standard should cease until after the task administration has been completed. The first testing window will end December 11.

	

	ACCESS FOR ELLS 2.0® ONLINE HEADSETS
For districts that need to purchase headsets for the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0, see link for more information.
https://www.wida.us/assessment/ACCESS%202.0/documents/Headset-specifications.pdf

	

	ACCESS FOR ELLS 2.0® TRAININGS
All ACCESS for ELLs Skype trainings with PowerPoints and videos will be posted on the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) website on the ACCESS for ELLs page see link below.
http://education.ky.gov/AA/Assessments/Pages/EL-Testing.aspx

	

	ACT/PEARSONACCESS NEXT
ACT has contracted with Pearson, Inc. to provide online services through PearsonAccess Next (PAnext) for naming Test Coordinators and establishing testing sites. PAnext will also serve as the platform for ACT online testing.  Five selected Kentucky schools will pilot the online system this spring. All other schools will continue to use the paper/pencil format. The PAnext is not the same site as the PearsonAccess site used for K-PREP. 

	

	NEW END- OF- COURSE PLATFORM AVAILABLE FOR USE
The QualityCore EOC platform is open and ready for use. Once District Assessment Coordinators have set up Building Assessment Coordinators and school roles have been assigned, teachers can begin to work in the system to prepare for testing. Currently rosters have to be created by adding students individually. KDE is working with ACT to upload student information so that in the future rosters can be created by pulling students from a full school list. When the process is completed, notification will be made through a DAC Monday E-mail.

	

	NEW END- OF- COURSE PLATFORM AVAILABLE FOR USE
The QualityCore EOC platform is open and ready for use. Once District Assessment Coordinators have set up Building Assessment Coordinators and school roles have been assigned, teachers can begin to work in the system to prepare for testing. Currently rosters have to be created by adding students individually. KDE is working with ACT to upload student information so that in the future rosters can be created by pulling students from a full school list. When the process is completed notification will be made through a DAC Monday E-mail.

	

	KENTUCKY SPECIFIC END-OF-COURSE TRAINING
Highlights of the new EOC platform and specific information for Kentucky are available through a recorded presentation. The presentation includes: roles and responsibilities, snapshots of assigning and managing roles in the new system, changes from the previous system, logistics for paper/pencil materials and more.

http://mediaportal.education.ky.gov/featured/2015/10/k-prep-end-of-course-quality-core/
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ADMINISTRATION CODE
Do not reproduce secure test items in any way. Report any concern with items to the DAC using identifying information only (i.e. grade level, content area, item number).


	INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS
Not all accommodations are appropriate for state-required assessments.


	Contact Information
Office of Assessment and Accountability
Division of Support and Research
(502) 564-4394
KDE DAC Information
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