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	November 30, 2015
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	Q:
	Can the Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) provide another avenue of communicating assessment and accountability updates to District Assessment Coordinators (DACs)?
	In this Issue:

	A:
	Beginning December 10, OAA will host a live monthly District Assessment Coordinator (DAC) webcast. The purpose of these sessions are to communicate changes, to provide clarifications and to answer assessment system questions. The first webcast will be hosted by Rhonda Sims, Associate Commissioner for OAA, and Jennifer Stafford, Director of Support and Research. Future broadcasts are scheduled for the second Thursday of each month. 

For December, topics will include the possible ESEA reauthorization and changes to the 2015-16 accountability system.

Please join Rhonda and Jennifer on December 10 at 11 a.m. ET for the live broadcast from the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) Studio in Frankfort. Questions may be asked by sending e-mail to dacinfo@education.ky.gov. These sessions will be recorded and posted on the KDE Media Portal with any pertinent materials.
	
Administration Code Trainings

EOC Student Accounts

Previous Topics
Testing Tips
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	Nov. 23-Feb. 10:
	ACT Window to Receive ACT-Approved Accommodations Late Consideration Form

	Dec. 4:
	ACT-Approved Accommodations Request Window Closes (Extended Deadline)

	Dec. 8:
	State Offices Closed for Governor’s Inauguration

	Dec. 8:
	Deadline for Adding EOC Assessments to Courses in IC

	Dec. 9:
	ACCESS for ELLs 2.0® Materials Arrive in Districts

	Dec. 10:
	Monthly DAC Webcast

	Dec. 10:
	Administration Code/Inclusion of Special Populations Training - Frankfort

	Dec. 16:
	Administration Code/Inclusion of Special Populations Training - Frankfort
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[bookmark: _NEW_SYSTEM_FOR]NEW SYSTEM FOR CREATING STUDENT ACCOUNTS IN THE ACT QUALITYCORE END-OF-COURSE (EOC) PLATFORM
This fall, school/district staff were asked to attach an EOC assessment to the course in Infinite Campus for the state required courses (English II, Algebra II, Biology, U.S. History).  To maximize on this effort, KDE will pull only student names with an associated EOC assessment to create the student accounts in the QualityCore platform for the required end-of-course state testing. KDE will also utilize adding the assessment to the course in the Assessment Tab in IC to create student testing rosters.   

DACs should review the attachment to find if there are schools within the district that have not added the EOC assessment in the assessment tab. Please review the list of districts to find the number of A1 and non-A1 high schools who have NOT added the EOC assessment in the Assessment Tab to all of the EOC courses. If the district has a school on the list, check the Student Data Detail (Excel and PDF) on the Secure Web App to find the specific school and missing content area(s). 

Please have the schools with missing courses add the assessment by December 8 in order for student accounts to be created in the QualityCore platform for the early spring testing window.  If this action is not completed, DACs and BACs will be required to individually enter student names for the 2016 EOC testing rosters.

For directions regarding how to add an EOC assessment to your EOC course, please review the Instructions for Adding Assessments to the Course. For further questions, please contact KDE at kdedatarequest@education.ky.gov.
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SDRR
Secure Web App
PearsonAccess
Compass
CIITS

@KDE
ACCESS for ELLs
ACT
Alternate K-PREP
Compass
College/Career Readiness
End-of-Course
K-PREP
KYOTE

DAC E-Mails

School Report Card
Open House

Helpful Links
ACT
KAAC
NAEP
Pearson
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The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) staff will be offering four, three-hour training sessions in Frankfort covering the Administration Code and Inclusion of Special Populations regulations. These trainings are provided for district/school staff who have received notification from KDE recommending additional training related to an allegation. 

Each training will begin at 12:30 p.m. ET in Frankfort.

December 10, 2015
December 16, 2015
January 6, 2016
January 13, 2016

Please complete the survey to register for the required training. For questions, please contact Teresa King by e-mail at Teresa.King@education.ky.gov.
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ACT STEM 2015 CONDITION REPORT AND WEBINAR
ACT staff shared Kentucky specific highlights of the ACT 2015 STEM Condition Report during the November 18 webinar, in such areas as Overall STEM Interest, and Expressed and Measured Interest. Kentucky panelists from Elkhorn Crossing School (Scott County), the Kentucky Community and Technical College System (KCTCS) and the University of Louisville shared their experiences and perspectives. The recorded webinar can be found at http://mediaportal.education.ky.gov/assessment-and-accountability/2015/11/act-2015-stem-condition-report-webinar/. The ACT Condition of STEM 2015 report will be available in November.

	
Top of Page

	ACT-APPROVED ACCOMMODATIONS REQUEST WINDOW EXTENDED
The deadline to submit ACT-approved accommodations requests using the Test Accessibility and Accommodations System (TAA) has been extended to Friday, December 4. Test Coordinators received an e-mail on November 18 with details; for informational purposes, DACs were copied on the e-mail. A copy of the e-mail is included below.
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To: Test Coordinators
Cc: District Test Coordinators
Subject: ACT State and District Testing: Extension of ACT-Approved Accommodations Deadline

This email is a reminder about submitting ACT-approved accommodations requests for examinees at your school. We’ve extended the deadline for you and your staff to submit these requests.
Extension of Deadline
The deadline to submit ACT-approved accommodations requests using the Test Accessibility and Accommodations System (TAA) has been extended to Friday, December 4, 2015.

How to Request Trusted Agent Privileges

As the school test coordinator (TC), you must serve as the trusted agent in TAA. If you are not yet acting as the trusted agent, follow the instructions on p.3-4 of the Test Accessibility and Accommodations User Guide as soon as possible to:

access the ACT College and Career Readiness Information System (CCRIS), and
use CCRIS to request trusted agent privileges and receive access to TAA.

Note: An ACT account administrator will review each trusted agent request, which may take up to five business days to approve. We’ll send a confirmation email once your request is approved.

Note: If your request cannot be approved, we’ll send an email about this. Please use the information in the email to contact us, so we can check your eligibility to be the trusted agent. 

How to Submit ACT-Approved Accommodations Requests

Once you are authorized as the trusted agent and have set up your TAA account, follow the instructions on p.10-14 of the TAA User Guide to submit ACT-approved accommodations requests. 

Note: If you assign staff members to help you, direct them to request access to TAA using the instructions on p. 5 of the TAA User Guide. Once they have done this, follow the instructions on p. 6 to grant them access.
Contacting Us
If you have questions, you may:
· Contact us electronically via the Contact Us web page at www.act.org/aap/state/contact.html 
· Call us at 800.553.6244 
· standard time ext. 2800
· accommodations ext. 1788
· Email accommodations questions to ACTStateAccoms@act.org

Thank you,
ACT State and District Testing Team


© 2015 by ACT, Inc. All rights reserved.
500 ACT Dr. Iowa City, Iowa
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ADMINISTRATION CODE
Breaks between test sections are required. Students shall be monitored during breaks if test materials are present.  


	INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS
Dictionaries meeting specific criteria are allowed for English Learner (EL) students. The dictionaries must be bilingual or English and only provide word-to-word translations with no definitions. They may be printed or electronic versions. When using electronic versions capabilities such as Internet connection or translating must be turned off. 


	Contact Information
Office of Assessment and Accountability
Division of Support and Research
(502) 564-4394
KDE DAC Information
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