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	[bookmark: _QUESTION_OF_THE_1]QUESTION OF THE WEEK
	

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Q:
	What will KDE use for a Language Mechanics sub-score at the high school without ACT Plan in 2016 reporting?
	In this Issue:

	A:
	A language mechanics assessment at the high school is a statutory requirement for Kentucky (703 KAR 5:200). Language mechanics (4%) and on-demand writing (16%) make up the overall writing score (20%) in the achievement component at the high school. Without ACT Plan, there would be no language mechanics score. 

Based upon a comparison between the usage/mechanics sub-scores on the ACT Plan and the ACT, and feedback received from shareholder groups, the sub-score (usage/mechanics) from the grade 11 ACT English will be used for the language mechanics score for 2016 reporting at the high school.

Below are the language mechanics cut scores that will be used at the high school level.

	Subject
	Novice
	Apprentice
	Proficient
	Distinguished

	Language Mechanics -
K-PREP from The ACT (Usage/Mechanics)
	1-5
	6-8
	9-11
	12-18
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	[bookmark: _QUESTION_OF_THE]Important Dates

	Nov. 23-Feb. 10:
	ACT Window to Receive ACT-Approved Accommodations Late Consideration Form

	Dec. 7-Mar. 2:
	ACCESS for Ells/Alternate ACCESS Rosters Available in SDRR

	Dec. 16:
	Administration Code/Inclusion of Special Populations Training - Frankfort

	Jan. 5-12:
	Window for Test Coordinators to Provide Numbers of ACT Students Training

	Jan. 12:
	Kentucky/ ACT WorkKeys Webinar/Q & A Session

	Jan. 15:
	Deadline for KOSSA Registration

	Jan. 15:
	Deadline for ACT Test Coordinators to Submit Off-Site Proposals

	Jan. 20:
	ACT Test Administration Q & A Session

	[bookmark: _School_Report_Card_1][bookmark: _First_Article_1][bookmark: _SCHOOL_REPORT_CARD]
[bookmark: _ACT_TEST_ADMINISTRATION]ACT TEST ADMINISTRATION Q & A SESSIONS
ACT will be offering two live opportunities for an ACT Test Administration Q & A session, on Wednesday, January 20 at 10:00 a.m. ET and Thursday, February 11 at 3:00 p.m. ET. Questions may be submitted during the session via the chat function. Online registration is required in order to participate in the Q & A session. The February session is a repeat of the January session; therefore, it is not necessary to register for both sessions. Test Coordinators will receive an e-mail from ACT announcing the two sessions and will include the registration links. The sessions will be recorded and posted to the Kentucky page of the ACT website. The session dates and links are listed below:

Wednesday, January 20 @ 10:00 ET https://act.ilinc.com/join/fbkmzrb
Thursday, February 11 @ 3:00 ET 
https://act.ilinc.com/join/rkbcsmb



[bookmark: _ACT_ELIGIBLE_STUDENT]ACT ELIGIBLE STUDENT COUNTS
Test Coordinators will need to provide ACT the number of students expected to test (eligible grade 11 students and early graduates) during the spring 2016 administration. This will be done through Pearson Access Next. Test Coordinators will receive a reminder e-mail from ACT closer to the date requesting this information. 



[bookmark: _ACT_OFF-SITE_TESTING]ACT OFF-SITE TESTING PROPOSALS
Schools that cannot meet the standard testing time requirements can submit proposals to ACT for testing at another site. The proposals are submitted online http://www.act.org/aap/kentucky/act.html. Please choose the Off-site Testing Form to complete, if unable to meet standard testing time requirements. The deadline for submission is January 15.
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	[bookmark: _ACT_WORKKEYS][bookmark: _Second_Article_1][bookmark: _WORKKEYS_DATA_IN][bookmark: _2014-15_GRADUATES_-]ACT WORKKEYS
KDE will pay for preparatory seniors to take the ACT WorkKeys. If districts test other students and/or outside the KDE testing window, KDE will send the school an invoice.

KDE Testing Window for Online Testing:  December 1–March 31
KDE Testing Window for Paper Testing:   January 25–February 8
 
For online testing, extended time is the only approved special accommodation. All other special accommodations, such as a reader, needs to be administered through paper testing. All paper tests should have been ordered the week of November 16. If you have not placed your paper testing order, please contact ACT WorkKeys immediately at (800)967-5539 to place the order. 
 
Upcoming Kentucky/ACT WorkKeys Webinar/Q&A Session
The Kentucky/ACT WorkKeys webinar will provide a general overview, along with a Q&A on Tuesday, January 12 at 12:30 ET. The webinar will be recorded if participants are not able to join it live. Click on the following link to join. https://act.ilinc.com/join/bwhkyct
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	[bookmark: _Third_Article_1][bookmark: _KAAC_CONFERENCE_CALL][bookmark: _FOUR-YEAR_ADJUSTED_COHORT]FOUR-YEAR ADJUSTED COHORT GRADUATION RATE GOALS
Attached are the Four-Year Adjusted Cohort Graduation Rate Goals for District Assessment Coordinators’ review.  These annual graduation rate goals are created for each high school and district that measures progression toward the statewide goal of ninety-eight (98) percent by 2024.  Regulation 703 KAR 5:225 mandated the calculation the graduation rate goals to be based on 2014 graduation data. Therefore, each goal is computed by dividing by ten (10), the difference between the 2014 baseline percent and ninety-eight (98) percent.

These graduation rate goals are being provided at this time to assist schools and districts in creating CDIPs and CSIPs to meet the January 4 deadline. The file includes all individual demographic groups which makes it rather lengthy.  Please sort and filter for ease of maneuvering through the file or printing.

DACs are asked to provide questions or concerns to the Office of Assessment and Accountability at kdeassessment@education.ky.gov by Friday, December 18. Once finalized, the goals will be made public in Open House and Superintendents and DACs made aware of the posting. 

	


	[bookmark: _MONTHLY_DAC_WEBCAST]MONTHLY DAC WEBCAST RECORDING
The first monthly DAC Webcast was held Thursday, December 10 and was hosted by Rhonda Sims, Associate Commissioner for OAA, and Jennifer Stafford, Director of Support and Research. The December topics included the ESEA reauthorization and changes to the 2015-16 accountability system.

This webcast was recorded for those unable to attend and is available through the KDE Media Portal at 
http://mediaportal.education.ky.gov/assessment-and-accountability/2015/12/monthly-dac-webcast-december-2015/. 


	


	[bookmark: _STUDENT_REGISTRATION_DATABASE]STUDENT REGISTRATION DATABASE TO CLOSE FOR WINDOW 1
All scores for the first Alternate Assessment test window must be submitted in the Student Registration Database (SRD) by this Friday, December 18 at close of business. The system is designed to automatically shut off at this point. Please make sure that all scores have been entered by this date and time. 

The Transition Attainment Record (TAR) and Learner Characteristics Inventory (LCI) will remain open until the close of administration for test window 2 in May.

If there are additional questions or concerns, please contact Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov, or by phone at (502) 564-4394.
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	ESEA Reauthorization; Impact on State Goals and CDIPs and CSIPs (Special DAC E-mail December 14)
Last weekend, I talked with superintendents at the Kentucky Association of School Superintendents (KASS) conference on the Reauthorization of the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) legislation, the current version of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). As a result, I am sending a follow-up message to my remarks to summarize the possible effects of that legislation, since we have learned that it has passed and the President has now signed it. (See attached portion of my KASS PowerPoint that dealt with ESEA reauthorization for additional details on the legislation.) 

First passed in 1965, the legislation was due for reauthorization in 2007. Beginning in 2012, the U.S. Department of Education began granting waivers from the outdated legislation. Kentucky is currently operating under an ESEA Waiver that incorporates requirements of the state's accountability system.

Pursuant to revisions to Kentucky administrative regulations (i.e., 703 KAR 5:200, 5:225 and 5:240), several additions and changes to the state accountability system are scheduled to begin in 2015-16. Additions of novice reduction and categorical growth and changes to component weights and accountability tracking of alternative school students are new to the system. 

Currently, the Office of Assessment and Accountability is applying the requirements from revised state regulations and the ESEA Waiver to the 2015-16 accountability system. At the same time, KDE is analyzing the elements of the ESEA reauthorization. Again, it has now passed both houses of Congress and was signed into law by the President this week. Since, it has now been reauthorized, it may impact Kentucky accountability reporting for 2015-16. Additionally, the U.S. Department of Education will issue regulations to put the details of the new law into place by fall of 2016.
 
KDE will continue to consider the effects of the bill before providing new 2014-15 baselines, Annual Measurable Objective (AMO) goals, College and Career Readiness (CCR) goals and novice reduction targets for 2015-16 accountability. As soon as we know more as to how it could affect our state’s accountability, we will share the specifics. 

Guidance for Completing CDIPs and CSIPs
To meet the January 4 deadline for creating CDIPs and CSIPs, schools and districts should continue to use their current School Report Card (SRC) data to determine objectives that drive the planning process and student achievement. When entering goals into ASSIST, school/district staff may create their own state goals. Please use these guidelines for creating state goals:

· For college and career readiness (CCR), schools should use the calculation of state goals formula below (also found in the School Report Card) to set general goals, followed by objectives, strategies and activities that address school/district level SRC data.  

· For Novice Reduction, the state goal is to reduce the overall percentage of students scoring at the novice level in reading and math by 50% over the next five years. Please remember the Gap category of Next-Generation Learners continues to report the percentage of the non-duplicated gap group students scoring at proficient and distinguished in all content area tests. 

Delivery Targets  
Delivery targets representing current state goals in Proficiency and Gap have been released and should be incorporated into district and school plans. Federal changes could impact these goals in the future. State graduation rate goals will be released within the next two weeks.

Calculation of State Delivery Goals:
Each state goal is calculated using the same formula. For example, the state goal for College and Career Readiness (CCR) was computed using the following formula:
The state CCR baseline rate in 2009-2010 was 34%. To compute the five-year goal, this rate is subtracted from 100 (100 - 34 = 66), then divided by 2 (66/2 = 33) and added back to the 2009-2010 baseline score (34 + 33 = 67). This results in a state CCR five-year delivery goal of 67%. 

For questions on completing CDIPs and CSIPs, contact Brandon Quick at (502) 564-3791 or Brandon.quick@education.ky.gov.  

For questions on Delivery Targets, contact Karen Dodd at (502) 564-2102 or Karen.dodd@education.ky.gov.  

For questions on accountability, contact Jennifer Stafford at (502) 564-4394 or Jennifer.stafford@education.ky.gov.
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	KOSSA: CRITICAL ACTIONS REQUIRED BY JANUARY 15
January 15 is a critical deadline for KOSSA registration. Only those students identified as preparatory in TEDS by January 15 will be eligible to test. The KOSSA Test Ticket Report in TEDS should be utilized to review and confirm students’ preparatory status prior to January 15. Note that if there appears to be any errors when the KOSSA Test Ticket Report is run, please contact Kiley Whitaker at kiley.whitaker@education.ky.gov.

Infinite Campus (IC) is the authoritative source for accommodations. The Office of Career and Technical Education (OCTE) captures accommodations needs through IC so that schools will no longer need to submit requests. Make sure that the IEP information in IC documents include all accommodations required for students. If a Braille version is required, please contact Sherri Craig at sherri.craig@education.ky.gov.

The KOSSA testing window is February 1- March 31. Schools identified a KOSSA Coordinator Administrator and a consecutive two-week testing window when completing the 2015-16 KOSSA Coordinators’ Assignment Survey Monkey in October. The school KOSSA testing window will be confirmed by the KOSSA Coordinator Administrator prior to testing. There will be no paper/pencil version of the KOSSA in 2016.

	Top of Page

	QUALITYCORE SYSTEM MAINTENANCE
The ACT QualityCore system will be undergoing standard maintenance work from 7:00 p.m. ET December 18-21. The system will again be available December 22 at 7:00 a.m. ET. During the time maintenance is being performed, the system will not be available for test administration or to retrieve score results.  

	

	KINDERGARTEN SCORES UPLOADED TO IC
KDE strives to publish assessment data in Infinite Campus (IC) as it becomes available. In this spirit, Kindergarten scores for the 2015-16 school year have been loaded into IC. These scores are available in CIITS at this time. KDE will be publishing the Kindergarten scores from the 2015-16 school year, to the districts, the week of December 7.
 
For questions regarding this upload, please contact Raymond Carter at (502) 564-2020, or send e-mail to kdedatarequest@education.ky.gov.

	

	ACCESS FOR ELLS/ALTERNATE ACCESS ROSTERS
ACCESS for ELLs/Alternate ACCESS rosters opened in the Student Data Review and Rosters application (SDRR) on Monday, December 7 and will close on March 2. Attached is the ACCESS for ELLs/Alternate ACCESS SDRR manual and videos will be available soon.

	


	[bookmark: _Testing_Tips]Testing Tips

	ADMINISTRATION CODE
Double check to make sure every student’s materials, test booklets and SRBs, are collected before leaving the room at the end of every test session. 


	INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS
Accommodations should not be a substitute for high-quality instruction.


	Contact Information
Office of Assessment and Accountability
Division of Support and Research
(502) 564-4394
KDE DAC Information
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