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	Q:
	Are the dates and locations set for the 2016 February/March District Assessment Coordinator (DAC) meetings?

	

	A:
	Yes. Below is the list of the February/March DAC trainings scheduled around the state for the upcoming spring assessments. Registration information will be forthcoming. 
1. February 8, KEDC in Ashland
1. February 9, Pike County Central High School in Pikeville
1. February 12, Madison County Extension Office in Richmond
1. February 16, Ralph Rush Professional Building in Florence
1. February 18, Russell County Natatorium in Russell Springs
1. February 22, KY Dam Village in Gilbertsville
1. February 23, Owensboro Board of Education in Owensboro
1. February 24, GRREC in Bowling Green
1. March 3, KY Transportation Building in Frankfort
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	Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to All!
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	Nov. 23-Feb. 10:
	ACT Window to Receive ACT-Approved Accommodations Late Consideration Form

	Dec. 1-Mar. 31:
	Window for WorkKeys Online Testing

	Dec. 7-Mar. 2:
	ACCESS for ELLs/Alternate ACCESS Rosters Available in SDRR 

	Dec. 24-25:
	Christmas Break—State Offices Closed

	Jan. 5-12:
	Window for Test Coordinators to Provide Numbers of ACT Students Testing

	Jan. 6:
	Administration Code/Inclusion of Special Populations Training-Frankfort

	Jan. 12:
	Kentucky/ACT WorkKeys Webinar Q&A Session

	Jan. 13:
	Administration Code/Inclusion of Special Populations Training-Frankfort

	Jan. 15:
	Deadline for KOSSA Registration

	Jan. 15:
	Deadline for ACT Test Coordinators to Submit Off-Site Proposals

	Jan. 20:
	ACT Test Administration Q&A Session

	Jan. 29:
	Deadline to Submit Reconsideration Requests for ACT-Approved Accommodations in TAA
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ACT TEST ADMINISTRATION Q&A SESSIONS CORRECTION
ACT will be offering two live opportunities for an ACT Test Administration Q&A session, on Wednesday, January 20 at 10:00 a.m. ET and Thursday, February 11 at 3:00 p.m. ET. Questions may be submitted during the session via the chat function. Online registration is required in order to participate in the Q&A session. The February session is a repeat of the January session; therefore, it is not necessary to register for both sessions. Test Coordinators will receive an e-mail from ACT announcing the two sessions and will include the registration links. The sessions will be recorded and posted to the Kentucky page of the ACT website.

Please use the updated table below for the upcoming Q&A sessions. The links in this table will go to the registration page in iLink for each session. The previous links in the December 14 Monday DAC E-Mail were to an actual session, which may not work if the user is not registered. 

	Program
	Date/Time
	Registration Link

	The ACT
	Wednesday, 1/20 @10:00 ET
	https://act.ilinc.com/register/fbkmzrb

	The ACT
	Thursday, 2/11 @3:00 ET
	https://act.ilinc.com/register/rkbcsmb



	
Applications
SDRR
Secure Web App
PearsonAccess
Compass
CIITS

@KDE
ACCESS for ELLs
ACT
Alternate K-PREP
Compass
College/Career Readiness
End-of-Course
K-PREP
KYOTE
DAC E-Mails

School Report Card
Open House

Helpful Links
ACT
KAAC
NAEP
Pearson
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The Providing Non-college Reportable Accommodations on the ACT training link has now been posted to the KDE website. This training should be viewed by staff who will be providing accommodations to students on the ACT. 

[bookmark: _ACT_WORKKEYS]ACT WORKKEYS
KDE will pay for preparatory seniors to take the ACT WorkKeys. If districts test other students and/or outside the KDE testing window, KDE will send the school an invoice.

KDE Testing Window for Online Testing: December 1–March 31
KDE Testing Window for Paper Testing: January 25–February 8

For online testing, extended time is the only approved special accommodation. All other special accommodations, such as a reader, need to be administered through paper testing. All paper tests should have been ordered the week of November 16. If you have not placed your paper testing order, please contact ACT WorkKeys immediately at (800)967-5539 to place the order.

Upcoming Kentucky/ACT WorkKeys Webinar/Q&A Session Correction
The Kentucky/ACT WorkKeys webinar will provide a general overview, along with a Q&A on Tuesday, January 12 at 12:30 p.m. ET. The webinar will be recorded if participants are not able to join it live.

Please use the updated table below for the upcoming Q&A session. The previous link was to an actual session, which may not work if the user did not register.
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		Program
	Date/Time
	Registration Link

	Work Keys
	Tuesday, 1/12 @12:30 p.m. ET
	https://act.ilinc.com/register/bwhkyct





	ACT ENGAGE KENTUCKY
The following e-mail will be sent today from ACT to all Kentucky public schools:

ACT is offering a discount for a limited time for ACT Engage®, the noncognitive assessment that measures students’ motivation, social engagement, and self-regulation. The discount is being offered to Kentucky high schools, colleges, and universities, as well as the GEAR UP Kentucky program.

ACT Engage is a 30-minute, low-stakes, online assessment that helps educators evaluate the total student and identify strengths and weaknesses that impact success. Educators know the best predictor of academic success is academic achievement and academic behavior, and ACT research confirms it. ACT Engage Grades 6–9 and Grades 10–12 help target students in advance of concerns and trouble in school, and ACT Engage College assists in student retention. 

A 20 percent discounted price will be offered in Kentucky until February 29, and the ACT Engage assessment must be administered by that date. Each assessment will be $5 with no minimum order. 

To take advantage of this ACT Engage discount, sign up through Order ACT Engage. For more information about ACT Engage: Go to www.act.org/engage/overview.html, or contact N. Lynn Hunley, Kentucky Account Manager,  lynn.hunley@act.org, 319.855.8216, or call ACT headquarters 319.337.1893. 
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	HIGH SCHOOL LANGUAGE MECHANICS SUB-SCORE
A language mechanics assessment at the high school is a statutory requirement for Kentucky (703 KAR 5:200). Language mechanics (4%) and on-demand writing (16%) make up the overall writing score (20%) in the achievement component at the high school. Without ACT Plan, there would be no language mechanics score. 

Based upon a comparison between the usage/mechanics sub-scores on the ACT Plan and the ACT, and feedback received from shareholder groups, the sub-score (usage/mechanics) from the grade 11 ACT English will be used for the language mechanics score for 2016 reporting at the high school.

Below are the language mechanics cut scores that will be used at the high school level.
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		Subject
	Novice
	Apprentice
	Proficient
	Distinguished

	Language Mechanics - 
K-PREP from The ACT (Usage/Mechanics)
	1-5
	6-8
	9-11
	12-18
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Test Coordinators will need to provide ACT the number of students expected to test (eligible grade 11 students and early graduates) during the spring 2016 administration. This will be done through Pearson Access Next. Test Coordinators will receive a reminder e-mail from ACT closer to the date requesting this information. 

	

	ACT OFF-SITE TESTING PROPOSALS
Schools that cannot meet the standard testing time requirements can submit proposals to ACT for testing at another site. The proposals are submitted online http://www.act.org/aap/kentucky/act.html. Please choose the Off-site Testing Form to complete, if unable to meet standard testing time requirements. The deadline for submission is January 15.
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	FOUR-YEAR ADJUSTED COHORT GRADUATION RATE GOALS
Attached are the Four-Year Adjusted Cohort Graduation Rate Goals for DACs’ review. These annual graduation rate goals are created for each high school and district that measures progression toward the statewide goal of ninety-eight (98) percent by 2024. Regulation 703 KAR 5:225 mandated the calculation of the graduation rate goals to be based on 2014 graduation data. Therefore, each goal is computed by dividing by ten, the difference between the 2014 baseline percent and ninety-eight (98) percent.

These graduation rate goals are being provided at this time to assist schools and districts in creating CDIPs and CSIPs to meet the January 4 deadline. The file includes all individual demographic groups which makes it rather lengthy. Please sort and filter for ease of maneuvering through the file or printing. Once finalized, the goals will be made public in Open House and Superintendents and DACs made aware of the posting. 

	


	MONTHLY DAC WEBCAST RECORDING
The first monthly DAC Webcast was held Thursday, December 10 and was hosted by Rhonda Sims, Associate Commissioner for OAA, and Jennifer Stafford, Director of Support and Research for OAA. The December topics included the ESEA (ESSA) reauthorization and changes to the 2015-16 accountability system.

This webcast was recorded for those unable to attend and is available through the KDE Media Portal at 
http://mediaportal.education.ky.gov/assessment-and-accountability/2015/12/monthly-dac-webcast-december-2015/. 
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	ADMINISTRATION CODE
Embed test-taking strategies into regular instruction throughout the year.


	INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS
Accommodations are transitional strategies that should be faded as appropriate.


	Contact Information
Office of Assessment and Accountability
Division of Support and Research
(502) 564-4394
KDE DAC Information
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