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	January 4, 2016
	

	[bookmark: _QUESTION_OF_THE_1]QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
	

	Q:
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Is the registration open for February DAC Training?
	

	A:
	Yes, registration is now open. The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) is using the Educator Development module in CIITs for the February DAC Training registration. Please follow the directions in the attachment below to register.   
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	[bookmark: _QUESTION_OF_THE]Important Dates

	Nov. 23-Feb. 10:
	ACT Window to Receive ACT-Approved Accommodations Late Consideration Form

	Dec. 1-Mar. 31:
	Window for WorkKeys Online Testing

	Dec. 7-Mar.2:
	ACCESS for ELLs/Alternate ACCESS Rosters Available in SDRR

	Jan. 5-12:
	Window for Test Coordinators to Provide Numbers of ACT Students Testing

	Jan. 6:
	Administration Code/Inclusion of Special Populations Training-Frankfort

	Jan. 11:
	Alternate K-PREP Make-Up Testing Window Opens

	Jan. 12:
	Kentucky/ACT WorkKeys Webinar Q&A Session

	Jan. 13:
	Administration Code/Inclusion of Special Populations Training-Frankfort

	Jan. 15:
	Deadline for KOSSA Registration
Deadline for ACT Test Coordinators to Submit Off-Site Proposals

	Jan. 20:
	ACT Test Administration Q&A Session

	Jan. 29:
	Deadline to Submit Reconsideration Requests for ACT-Approved Accommodations in TAA

	[bookmark: _School_Report_Card_1][bookmark: _First_Article_1][bookmark: _SCHOOL_REPORT_CARD]
[bookmark: _September_and_October]SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER ACT SCORES LOADED IN IC
The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) strives to publish assessment data in Infinite Campus (IC) as it becomes available. ACT scores from September and October of the 2015-16 school year have been loaded into IC. KDE will be publishing the ACT scores to all districts that have previously stated they want KDE to load these scores. KDE will begin publishing the ACT scores the week of January 4.

	[bookmark: _First_Article]
Applications
SDRR
Secure Web App
PearsonAccess
Compass
CIITS



	[bookmark: _Newsy_Notes_1][bookmark: _Newsy_Notes][bookmark: _Previous_Topics][bookmark: _Third_Article][bookmark: _Third_Article_1][bookmark: _KAAC_CONFERENCE_CALL][bookmark: _Second_Article][bookmark: _Second_Article_1][bookmark: _WORKKEYS_DATA_IN][bookmark: _2014-15_GRADUATES_-]Previous Topics

	ALTERNATE K-PREP MAKE-UP TEST FOR WINDOW 1
The first Alternate K-PREP test window has officially ended; now comes the time for districts to identify any students who need a make-up test administered. The make-up testing window will officially open on Monday, January 11. 

Any student who does not complete a test during the first window and does not have an approved non-participation request at the end of the year will receive a 0 for the window missed. 

Schools/districts should consider a make-up test for the following reasons:

1. Newly placed- Student placed in Alternate Assessment after the first window has occurred (no work samples required for window 1, but still need to be tested);
1. Transfer- A new student enters the district (Contact Kevin O’Hair or the former district to determine if a test was administered before a make-up test is given since the student will be accountable to someone and should have a test score);
1. Absence- Student was absent due to illness and has medically improved since the first testing window; and
1. Other- Reason not mentioned above

To initiate a make-up test, the District Assessment Coordinator (DAC), Director of Special Education (DoSE), District Alternate Assessment Consultant or Building Level Coordinator (BAC) must make the request by completing and submitting the following information to Kevin O’Hair:

Planned Date of Administration (Start to Finish);
Reason for Make-Up Test; and
Previous District Enrollment (if this applies)
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	ALTERNATE K-PREP NON-PARTICIPATIONS
Non-participation requests (medical or extraordinary circumstance) will not be filed until the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application opens in mid to late April. All requests will be filed in SDRR and will follow the same process for students participating in the general K-PREP. Begin collecting data now, then when the state test rosters open for all students in April, the process may proceed.

Once the non-participation requests are filed in April, a response should be provided back to the district in a timely manner. If, for some reason the request is denied and you would like to make-up the assessment from the missed testing window, contact Kevin O’Hair to work out those details.

All students should remain on the roster in the Student Registration Database (SRD) even if they do not test and plans are to file a non-participation request this spring. If a student missed window 1 but is capable of testing window 2 then a make-up test would be needed for window 1. If a student tested window 1 but due to other reasons (medical or extraordinary circumstance) cannot test window 2, KDE would need to see that the non-participation was approved and then remove scores for window 1. This will not occur until mid to late April.

For additional questions about make-up testing or non-participation requests, please contact Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov or by phone at (502) 564-4394.

	

	ACCESS FOR ELLS 2.0 ONLINE TESTING
WIDA and DRC developed the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Student Transfer Process as guidance to districts regarding the steps to complete when students transfer to a new school or district during the testing window. Attached are two documents, the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Student Transfer Process memo, and the Student Transfer Form that is submitted to DRC. 

	



	[bookmark: _Testing_Tips]Testing Tips

	ADMINISTRATION CODE
General encouraging remarks such as “Do your best,” or “Stay on task” are acceptable. Evaluative comments such as “You can do better,” or “You write more” are not acceptable.  
Good Faith Effort Checklist results shall not be revealed to students until testing is complete and materials are returned to the BAC. Follow school policy for when results and rewards are to be distributed.  


	INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS
Reinforcement and behavior modification strategies:  The strategies may include verbal, tangible or tactile reinforcements for on-task behavior, use of technology to focus attention or reduce stress, and testing in a separate location. A strategy may not influence the performance of another student.


	Contact Information
Office of Assessment and Accountability
Division of Support and Research
(502) 564-4394
KDE DAC Information
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