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	[bookmark: _QUESTION_OF_THE_1]QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
	

	Q:
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Is the 2016 K-PREP Number of Items and Testing Times chart available?
	In this Issue:

	A:
	Yes, the 2016 K-PREP Number of Items and Testing Times chart is now available. Please see the attachment below for the 2016 chart.  
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	[bookmark: _QUESTION_OF_THE]Important Dates

	Dec. 1-Mar. 31:
	Window for WorkKeys Online Testing

	Dec. 7-Mar.2:
	ACCESS for ELLs/Alternate ACCESS Rosters Available in SDRR

	Jan. 4-Feb. 12:
	ACCESS for ELLs Test Window

	Jan. 5-12:
	Window for Test Coordinators to Provide Numbers of ACT Students Testing

	Jan. 11:
	Alternate K-PREP Make-Up Testing Window Opens

	Jan. 12:
	Kentucky/ACT WorkKeys Webinar Q&A Session

	Jan. 13:
	Administration Code/Inclusion of Special Populations Training-Frankfort

	
	Deadline to Enter ACT Enrollment Numbers in PearsonAccess Next  

	Jan. 14:
	Monthly DAC Webcast

	Jan. 15:
	Deadline for KOSSA Registration

	
	Deadline for ACT Test Coordinators to Submit Off-Site Proposals

	Jan. 18:
	MLK Jr. Holiday; State Government Offices Closed

	Jan. 20:
	ACT Test Administration Q&A Session

	Jan. 29:
	Deadline to Submit Reconsideration Requests for ACT-Approved Accommodations in TAA

	Feb. 1-11:
	Window to Order ACT Non-college Reportable Accommodations Materials

	Feb. 10:
	Deadline for ACT to receive ACT-Approved Accommodations Late Consideration Forms

	[bookmark: _ACCOUNTABILITY_CALCULATOR_INFORMATI][bookmark: _School_Report_Card_1][bookmark: _First_Article_1][bookmark: _SCHOOL_REPORT_CARD][bookmark: _REMINDER:_MONTHLY_DAC]
REMINDER: MONTHLY DAC WEBCAST CONTINUES 
On January 14, the Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) will host its second live monthly District Assessment Coordinator (DAC) webcast. The webcast will be hosted by Jennifer Stafford, Director of Support and Research, and Chris Williams, Support and Research Consultant. The live monthly broadcasts are scheduled for the second Thursday of each month. 

Please join Jennifer and Chris on January 14 at 11 a.m. ET for the live broadcast from the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) Studio in Frankfort. Questions may be asked by sending e-mail to dacinfo@education.ky.gov. These sessions will be recorded and posted on the KDE Media Portal with any pertinent materials.

[bookmark: _DATE_CORRECTION:_]DATE CORRECTION: 2016 FEBRUARY/MARCH DAC MEETINGS
Below is the list of the February/March DAC trainings scheduled around the state for the upcoming spring assessments. Registration information is available using the Educator Development module in CIITS.  Directions for registering were shared in the January 4 Monday DAC E-Mail. 
February 8, KEDC in Ashland
February 9, Pike County Central High School in Pikeville
February 12, Madison County Extension Office in Richmond
February 16, Ralph Rush Professional Building in Florence
February 18, Russell County Natatorium in Russell Springs
February 22, GRREC in Bowling Green - Correction
February 23, Owensboro Board of Education in Owensboro
February 24, KY Dam Village in Gilbertsville - Correction
March 3, KY Transportation Building in Frankfort

[bookmark: _ACT_ELIGIBLE_STUDENT]ACT ELIGIBLE STUDENT COUNTS
The window for ACT Test Coordinators to provide ACT the number of students expected to test (eligible grade 11 students and students in the Early Graduate Program) is now open. The numbers are to be entered into PearsonAccess Next by January 13. Test Coordinators received a reminder e-mail from ACT on January 5. DACs were copied on the e-mail. Test Coordinators must enter the expected testing numbers in order to receive accurate quantities of materials.  
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	[bookmark: _EVERY_STUDENT_SUCCEEDS]EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT UPDATE (Copied from Fast Five E-Mail, Jan. 8)
January 11 is the first of two public hearings to provide advice and recommendations concerning issues related to the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) for which regulations may be helpful to clarify statutory ambiguities or to provide appropriate flexibility. Registration is now closed for presentations, but the public is welcome to observe the meeting at the U.S. Department of Education’s (USED) headquarters in Washington, D.C. Also, the meeting will be livestreamed.

The second public hearing is January 19 at the University of California-Los Angeles. The deadline to register for this meeting is January 12 at 5:00 p.m. ET. Please send a message with your name and organization to ESSA.publichearing@ed.gov.

The agency also is accepting written comments through January 21 -- see the Federal Register notice for instructions on submitting comments.

The USED will decide whether to proceed with negotiated rulemaking after considering the feedback received via the public hearings and online. If it decides to proceed with negotiated rulemaking, it will provide more information regarding the process for nominating potential negotiators at that time. The ESSA requires negotiators to be chosen “from among individuals or groups that provided advice and recommendations” concerning regulations under Title I.

	

	[bookmark: _WIDA_CONTENT_AND]WIDA CONTENT AND BIAS/SENSITIVITY REVIEWS
This spring, WIDA will be conducting Bias/Sensitivity and Content Reviews in Washington, DC. Educators are needed to participate on these review panels. The attached memo provides details and information about the upcoming opportunities for educators to be involved in the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 test development process. The memo also contains a link to an online interest form for educators which will be used to collect their information. 

Anyone interested in participating should complete the online interest form by February 19.

	







	[bookmark: _KOSSA:_CRITICAL_ACTIONS]KOSSA: CRITICAL ACTIONS REQUIRED
January 11
· The KOSSA testing window is February 1 - March 31. An e-mail was sent to the DAC and KOSSA Coordinator at each school on January 5 for verification of their 2015-16 KOSSA Test Coordinator and school testing window information. If you did not receive this e-mail, please check your clutter or junk e-mail. Please notify Sherri Craig at sherri.craig@education.ky.gov or 502-564-4286 Ext. 4226 of any necessary changes to the KOSSA Test Coordinator or school testing window by January 11.
· The instructions for access to the 2016 KOSSA administration site in E-SESS are forthcoming and will be provided once the student registration has been completed after January 15.  
January 15
· January 15 is a critical deadline for KOSSA registration. Only those students identified as preparatory in TEDS by January 15 will be eligible to test. The KOSSA Test Ticket Report in TEDS should be utilized to review and confirm students’ preparatory status prior to January 15.  Note that if there appear to be any errors when the KOSSA Test Ticket Report is run, please contact Kiley Whitaker at kiley.whitaker@education.ky.gov.
· Infinite Campus (IC) is the authoritative source for accommodations. Office of Career and Technical Education (OCTE) captures accommodation needs through IC so that schools will no longer need to submit requests (Exception: PSP Extended Time Accommodations – additional instructions for requesting PSP extended time accommodations for KOSSA testing will be provided to KOSSA Coordinators after student test tickets have been imported into the system.) Make sure that the IEP information and 504 plans in IC documents all accommodations required for students is updated prior to January 15. 
REMINDERS: 
· ASSESSMENT REGULATIONS TRAINING: All individuals participating in the administration of KOSSA shall comply with the Administration Code for Kentucky's Educational Assessment Program and Inclusion of Special Populations. Required trainings must be completed prior to the administration of KOSSA at the local level. Nondisclosures and Group Signature Sheets verifying training should be kept on file locally.

· KOSSA TEST COORDINATOR MANUAL AND KOSSA TEST ADMINISTRATOR MANUAL: The 2016 KOSSA Test Coordinator and Administrator Manuals are now available on the KOSSA webpage. Please note that both manuals are included in one document. The KOSSA Test Administrator Manual follows Appendix C in the KOSSA Test Coordinator Manual. The KOSSA Test Coordinator should be familiar with both manuals and ensure that all requirements are met prior to testing at the local level. All other individuals involved in testing should read and adhere to the KOSSA Test Administrator Manual.  
	Top of Page


	[bookmark: _CHANGE_TO_COMPASS][bookmark: _EILA_CREDIT_FOR]CHANGE TO COMPASS TESTING DATE
The ending date for ACT Compass testing has been changed from July 15 to June 15, 2016. All Compass testing must be completed by June 15 in order to be included in the data for the 2015-16 school year. Compass will no longer be available for school use after the June 15 deadline.

	Top of Page

	[bookmark: _Second_Article_1][bookmark: _WORKKEYS_DATA_IN][bookmark: _REMINDER:_ACT_TEST][bookmark: _NEW_INFINITE_CAMPUS:][bookmark: _2014-15_GRADUATES_-]REMINDER: ACT TEST ADMINISTRATION Q & A SESSIONS
It is not too late to register for one of the ACT Test Administration Q & A Sessions. ACT is offering two live opportunities for an ACT Test Administration Q & A session, on Wednesday, January 20 at 10:00 a.m. ET and Thursday, February 11 at 3:00 p.m. ET. Questions may be submitted during the session via the chat function. Online registration is required in order to participate in the Q & A session. The February session is a repeat of the January session; therefore, it is not necessary to register for both sessions. Test Coordinators will receive an e-mail from ACT announcing the two sessions and will include the registration links. The sessions will be recorded and posted to the Kentucky page of the ACT website. The session dates and links are listed below:

	[bookmark: _Second_Article]

	Wednesday, January 20 @ 10:00 a.m. ET https://act.ilinc.com/join/fbkmzrb
Thursday, February 11 @ 3:00 p.m. ET https://act.ilinc.com/join/rkbcsmb


	[bookmark: _ACT_LATE_CONSIDERATION]ACT LATE CONSIDERATION FORM 
The window for ACT to receive ACT-Approved Accommodations is from November 23, 2015 to February 10, 2016. The Late Consideration Form must be accompanied by an Application for ACT-Approved Test Accommodations, which has now been posted to the KDE web page. The Late Consideration Form can be submitted for the following reasons only: 
· New to the school or newly classified as Grade 11: Student was not previously approved for an accommodation and has newly enrolled in or transferred schools. This includes students who were newly classified as Grade 11 after the original deadline.
· Newly identified disability: Student has been evaluated or diagnosed recently, a new disability has been identified by the school, and an accommodations plan has been put in place after the original deadline.
· Transfer student: Student who is already approved with an accommodation for state testing and transfers to your school from another school within the state.
· Medical Emergencies or Sudden Medical Onset: Students who develops a sudden medical condition or suffers an injury which could prevent the student from accessing the examination (e.g., broken arm, hand, wrist, etc.). Other medical emergencies or conditions may also qualify. Schools must request a scribe or other alternate materials by submitting an ACT-Approved Application and complete documentation of the condition and its effect on the student’s ability to access the test. ACT will consider each case individually.

	

	[bookmark: _KYOTE_and_Compass]KYOTE AND COMPASS 2014-15 SCORES LOADED IN IC
The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) strives to publish assessment data in Infinite Campus (IC) as it becomes available. In this spirit, the last of the KYOTE and ACT Compass assessments for the 2014-15 school year have been loaded into IC. KDE will be publishing these scores to all districts beginning the week of January 11. 

The scores had been loaded up to May 2015 and now include scores up to the end of July 2015.

You can e-mail Raymond Carter if there are any questions on this matter. 

	Top of Page

	[bookmark: _KINDERGARTEN_READINESS_PRIOR]KINDERGARTEN READINESS PRIOR SETTINGS REPORT AVAILABLE
The Kindergarten Readiness Prior Settings Report is now available for DACs to download data at https://applications.education.ky.gov/login. After logging in, click on the Student Data Detail (Excel and PDF) link and look for SD16_###_KindergartenScreenerData.xls file.
 
The purpose of the Kindergarten Readiness Prior Settings report is to provide information on early childhood experiences of kindergarten students screened in a Kentucky public school district. The information is reported by district and aggregated by prior setting provider (e.g., child care, Head Start, preschool, and other providers). The information may be used in conversations with providers about best practices and curriculum for incoming kindergarten students.

Data represents the readiness level by district where students were screened, not necessarily the school or district where the students enrolled. Data includes only first time Kindergarten (K) students who have a Kindergarten Readiness result and were enrolled anytime during the screening window. Families report early learning prior settings providers to the local school district; therefore, this information may be incomplete or have some inaccuracies. Results should not be used to evaluate or rank prior setting facilities and should be shared only with educators within the public schools and prior setting facilities. This report is for district use only and should not be publically distributed.       

Typically, small counts are suppressed to protect student identification; however, since this report is only available to districts that provided data, the small counts are listed as <10 without actual counts. If this reporting becomes public in future years, additional suppression of data will be necessary.

	

		 
	Kindergarten Readiness %

	District
Code
	District Name
(Where student tested)
	Early Learning Prior Setting Provider Name
	Prior Setting Category
	Number Tested
	Not Ready
	   Ready   

	
	
	
	
	
	
	




	
Note: Student detail for prior screenings can be pulled from IC using the Kindergarten Screen Data with Prior Settings ad hoc published to districts in the State Reporting Ad Hoc folder. This data is only available in Campus by enrolled district so there will be differences between the ad hoc and the report that is by tested district.  
 
Questions regarding Kindergarten Readiness or Prior Settings can be addressed to Melody Cooper.

	

	[bookmark: _ACT_WORKKEYS]ACT WORKKEYS
KDE testing windows for ACT WorkKeys:
Paper testing: January 25 – February 8
Online testing: December 1 – March 31

ACT will host a KDE Specific WorkKeys webinar that will be held on January 12, 12:30 p.m. ET. called,
KDE Specific – General Overview and Q/A Webinar. This webinar will provide a general overview that is specific to Kentucky, such as testing windows, process on paper testing materials (pre and post-testing), etc. This is also an opportunity for you to ask any questions you have during the Q/A session.

To register for this webinar, please click on the below link.

	

		Program
	Date/Time
	Registration Link

	WorkKeys
	Tuesday, 1/12 @12:30 p.m. ET
	https://act.ilinc.com/register/bwhkyct




	[bookmark: _ACCESS_FOR_ELLS][bookmark: _Third_Article_1][bookmark: _KAAC_CONFERENCE_CALL]
Action Required:  Paper Testing Materials for ACT WorkKeys 
· Paper testing materials will be shipped to arrive by the end of this week from ACT WorkKeys. Please let ACT WorkKeys know if you do not receive the paper testing materials by Friday, January 15 at 1-800-967-5539.  
· Please read and comply with the ACT WorkKeys Administration Manual for Paper Testing, regarding to Test Security Requirements, Receipt and Check-In of Test Materials, Storage after Testing, etc. The manuals are located at: http://act.org/aap/kentucky/workkeys.html (under the Section Manuals and Supplements).
· When you receive your paper testing materials, you will want to immediately make sure all the materials are there. If not, please call ACT WorkKeys immediately. Their phone number is 1-800-967-5539.  
· Complete the ACT WorkKeys Test Materials Tracking Log (page A-2 in the manual).
· Complete all the necessary forms, such as the ACT WorkKeys Test Materials Tracking Log, Roster Report, Seating Diagram Chart, Accommodated Tests/Reader’s Agreement (the student and Test Coordinator must sign this form), Irregularity Report (if applicable), etc.
After testing:
· Please read and comply with the Section: After the Tests (in the ACT WorkKeys Administration Manual for Paper Testing), pages 74-82. This section details exactly how to box the testing materials for pick-up.
· Fed-Ex is scheduled to pick up all paper testing materials on February 9. Please make sure all materials are ready for pick-up before this day.  Contact Angie Fischer if Fed-Ex does not pick up your testing materials by February 10.

Action Required:  For the ACT WorkKeys required trainings, you will need to:
· Complete KDE Administration Code and Inclusion of Special Populations (required by KDE for state testing), http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/AdminCode.aspx 
· Review the manuals (both for online and paper testing), posted under Manuals and Supplements at:  https://www.act.org/aap/kentucky/workkeys.html  (first and second links under Section Manuals and Supplements)
· Complete the Manual Verification Form (stating you have read and will comply with the administrator’s manuals):  https://www.act.org/aap/kentucky/workkeys.html  (third link under Section Manuals and Supplements)
· Online Testing Only – Upcoming Webinars for January
· Administration Training for those new to online testing system. This webinar will walk you through how to use the online testing system and how to authorize the day of testing, etc.
· https://www.act.org/workkeys-private/updates/2015-34.pdf (January dates)
· (optional)  Administration Training for those wanting to batch load students (create multiple student accounts using a spreadsheet). 
· https://www.act.org/workkeys-private/updates/2015-35.pdf (January dates)

EILA credit is available for all ACT WorkKeys webinars. Please e-mail Angie Fischer the dates of the webinar(s) you attended and an EILA certificate will be e-mailed.  

For online testing, please send student names and Angie Fischer will be glad to create the student accounts for you.  

Please refer to this website for administration manuals, trainings, etc.  https://www.act.org/aap/kentucky/workkeys.html  

If you have any questions or need further clarification on anything with ACT WorkKeys, please do not hesitate to contact Angie Fischer at angie.fischer@education.ky.gov.
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	[bookmark: _Newsy_Notes_1][bookmark: _Newsy_Notes][bookmark: _Previous_Topics]Previous Topics

	FEBRUARY DAC TRAINING REGISTRATION INFORMATION
Registration is now open for February DAC trainings. The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) is using the Educator Development module in CIITs for the February DAC Training registration. Please follow the directions in the attachment below to register.   

	
Top of Page

	SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER ACT SCORES LOADED IN IC
The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) strives to publish assessment data in Infinite Campus (IC) as it becomes available. ACT scores from September and October of the 2015-16 school year have been loaded into IC. KDE will be publishing the ACT scores to all districts that have previously stated they want KDE to load these scores. KDE will begin publishing the ACT scores the week of January 4.

	

	[bookmark: _Testing_Tips]Testing Tips

	
ADMINISTRATION CODE
Students may have non-content related materials at their workstation after they have completed testing and their test materials have been collected. 


	INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS
Extended time accommodation: The student must have used regular time appropriately and made progress in order to be allowed extended time. Extended time is limited to time and a half or double time. Examples:  30 minute test X 1 ½ = 45 minutes OR 30 minute test X 2 = 60 minutes. Extended time should immediately follow the testing session and shall not go beyond the end of the school day.


	Contact Information
Office of Assessment and Accountability
Division of Support and Research
(502) 564-4394
KDE DAC Information
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