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	[bookmark: _QUESTION_OF_THE_1]QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
	

	Q:
	Will there be a sampler for Text Reader this year for students to work with prior to K-PREP testing?
[bookmark: _GoBack]
	

	A:
	Yes. Text Reader is an accommodation used for K-PREP students, in grades 3-8 that have an IEP, 504 Plan or PSP. Sample tests are ready and provided for elementary (grade 4) and middle (grade 8) schools. The samplers are developed to help familiarize the students with exactly what they will see and do on test day. It is not a sampler to test their knowledge of content. 

It is recommended that schools and students work with the sampler on various devices that will be used for spring testing. School staff will want to ensure the equipment is working properly with the online text reader and identify any issues prior to testing. It is important that students understand the technology prior to testing.  

Samples are located at https://kde.texthelp.com. For practice with the sampler only, all students will use the same user name and password. 
User name for Sampler:  sampler
Password for Sampler: sampler

For the live K-PREP, each student will be assigned his or her own user name and password. 
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	[bookmark: _QUESTION_OF_THE]Important Dates

	Dec. 1-Mar. 31:
	Window for WorkKeys Online Testing

	Dec. 7-Mar.2:
	ACCESS for ELLs/Alternate ACCESS Rosters Available in SDRR

	Jan. 4-Feb. 12:
	ACCESS for ELLs Test Window

	Feb. 1:
	ACT Non-secure Materials Begin to Arrive

	Feb. 1-11:
	Window to Order ACT Non-college Reportable Accommodations Materials

	Feb. 1-Mar. 31
	KOSSA Testing Window

	Feb. 3:
	EOC Live Q & A Session

	Feb. 5:
	Deadline for Dropout Data Review in SDRR

	Feb. 10:
	Deadline for ACT to Receive ACT-Approved Accommodations Late Consideration Forms

	
	Deadline to Select Pearson Shipping Options

	Feb. 11:
	ACT Live Q & A Session

	
	DAC Webcast

	Feb. 15:
	Deadline for Submission of Alternate Assessment Visually Impaired Materials Request

	
	Deadline for Submission of Alternate K-PREP Shipping Options

	Feb. 22:
	ACT Standard Time Materials Begin to Arrive
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STUDENT INFORMATION IN QUALITYCORE SYSTEM
The upload of student information from Infinite Campus (IC) into the QualityCore end-of-course (EOC) system has been successful. Students’ accounts have been created in the platform. Schools may now create rosters based on this information.

The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) plans to send a new student data file in February, March and April to QualityCore to ensure the most accurate information is available for spring testing. Data will be extracted at the close of business on the following dates:

	Extracted from IC
	Expected in QualityCore System

	February 5
	February 16

	March 4
	March 15

	April 1
	April 12



If there are issues with the student information:
· First, check IC for accuracy, and change if necessary. Updated information will appear in QualityCore the next extraction.
· Second, if the information in IC was correct as of the above extraction date but wrong in the QualityCore system, send an e-mail to kdedatarequest@education.ky.gov for assistance.
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	[bookmark: _2015-16_DROPOUT-FINAL_DATA]2015-16 DROPOUT-FINAL DATA REVIEW- Closes February 5 
The 2015-16 State Dropout Data (for the 2014-15 School Year) that opened in SDRR for final data review on January 20 will close this Friday, February 5. After that date, all data will be final. The review manual is located under Current SDRR Manuals on this page: http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/Student-Data-Review-and-Reporting.aspx. 

Questions concerning the dropout data review may be directed to Tina Logan via phone (502) 564-9853 ext. 4740, e-mail tina.logan@education.ky.gov or Skype; or David Curd via phone (502) 564-9853 ext. 4744, e-mail david.curd@education.ky.gov or Skype.

	

	[bookmark: _WELCOME_TO_NEW][bookmark: _Second_Article_1][bookmark: _WORKKEYS_DATA_IN][bookmark: _2014-15_GRADUATES_-]WELCOME TO NEW OAA CONSULTANT
Welcome to Jenni Larkins, a new program consultant in the Division of Support and Research. Jenni has served as an elementary school teacher in Jefferson County and looks forward to working with districts in her new role.
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	2016 K-PREP DAC/BAC and TEST ADMINISTRATION MANUALS FOR SPRING TESTING
The manuals for 2016 spring K-PREP testing grades 3-8 and 10-11 through Pearson are currently available. The DAC/BAC and Test Administration Manuals (TAMS) are available on the K-PREP page of the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) website. Copies may be printed as needed.

One DAC/BAC manual and two TAMS per grade are shipped with the K-PREP printed materials. The arrival date is dependent upon shipment option choice in PearsonAccess. 
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	RESOURCES FOR K-PREP TEXT READER
An online text reader is an option for accommodated students taking K-PREP in grades 3-8 needing a reader. As it was last year, the text reader will be an online version and will not arrive in a kit. Students who choose this option will take a paper/pencil test and listen to the text reader online. 

Windows, Mac, Chromebooks and iPads may support the text reader. The technical specifications for each device including the compatibility information and hardware requirements needed are available in the document below. These specifications are valuable when discussing the option of a text reader with school and/or district technology coordinators. 

	





	UPDATED INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS TRAINING (703 KAR 5:070)
In the December 4, 2015 Fast Five on Friday from Commissioner Pruitt, direction was provided from the United States Department of Education (Office of Civil Rights- OCR) for districts and schools to immediately cease the practice of requiring that accommodations be student initiated. Instead, districts should make available and provide all accommodations as determined by a student’s placement team or Admissions and Release Committee (ARC) unless the student specifically refuses such accommodations.

Updates have since been made to the Inclusion of Special Populations materials and training video provided from KDE removing any language/guidance related to requiring students to request the use of an accommodation.

Below is a direct link to both the recorded training and PowerPoint presentation:

Media Portal Recorded Link: http://mediaportal.education.ky.gov/assessment-and-accountability/student-assessment/2016/01/inclusion-of-special-populations-training/

The PowerPoint is located on the KDE Assessment Regulations Training page.

	

	ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT STUDENTS MARKED DEAF-BLIND OR BLIND/VISUALLY IMPAIRED (VI) ON IEP NOT ON FALL LIST
In August of 2015, a message was sent to districts requesting information for any student(s) in the district identified as Deaf-Blind or Visually Impaired (VI) on an Individualized Education Program (IEP). Once again, KDE will provide tactically enhanced supplemental materials (e.g., maps, graphs) for the Alternate K-PREP Attainment Tasks for students who have visual impairments. KDE must verify that the student has deaf-blind or VI marked on his or her IEP. If a recently placed student in your district would qualify for these materials and was not submitted on your fall list, please complete the following tasks:

1. Verify that deaf-blind or VI has been clearly marked on a current IEP and the student is identified as participating in Kentucky’s Alternate Assessment;
1. Submit the student’s first and last name, SSID, grade, school, and district to Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov. 
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		NAME 
(first and last)
	SSID
	Grade
	School
	District
	Dimension (A or B)

	
	
	
	
	
	




	All submissions must be made to Kevin O’Hair no later than Monday, February 15 in order for students to receive these materials for the second Alternate K-PREP Attainment Tasks window. Any late entries will be unavailable for test window 2.

	

	ALTERNATE K-PREP SHIPPING OPTIONS FOR WINDOW 2
With spring break occurring for many districts in late March or early April, it often impacts the receipt of test materials for the Window 2 Alternate K-PREP assessment. The Division of Support and Research would like to provide district’s with the opportunity to select from two shipping options to determine when they would like to receive their spring Alternate K-PREP test materials. The options are as follows:

Option 1: The week of March 28 through April 1

Option 2: The week of April 4 through April 8

Please submit to Kevin O’Hair via e-mail (kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov) the option you wish to select for your district by Monday, February 15.

	

	KOSSA TESTING WINDOW FEBRUARY 1 – MARCH 31
The Kentucky Occupational Skills Standards Assessment (KOSSA) is administered through Technological Fluency Institute, Inc. (TFI) online assessment system and is delivered by the E-SESS engine.

Action Items Due Prior to School’s KOSSA Testing Window
1. KOSSA Test Coordinators should verify access to the 2015-16 KOSSA in E-SESS and the Login Report which includes student test tickets. Refer to Appendix B of the KOSSA Test Coordinator Manual for details.
1. KOSSA Test Coordinators should verify extended accommodations have been identified appropriately. Refer to e-mail notification “2015-16 KOSSA and Login Reports are now available in E-SESS” sent to all KOSSA Test Coordinators and DACs on January 21 from Sherri Craig and the KOSSA Test Coordinator Manual for details. Contact Sherri Craig at Sherri.Craig@education.ky.gov or 502-564-4286 Ext. 4226 to request KOSSA extended time accommodation updates.
1. KOSSA Test Coordinators should confirm all required trainings have been completed prior to the administration of KOSSA at the local level (school testing window). All individuals participating in the administration of KOSSA shall comply with the Administration Code for Kentucky's Educational Assessment Program and Inclusion of Special Populations. Nondisclosures and Group Signature Sheets verifying training should be kept on file locally. Refer to the KOSSA Test Coordinator Manual for details.
1. KOSSA Test Coordinators should confirm with Building and District Technology Coordinators that all IT requirements have been met and the KOSSA Online Sample Test has been run on every device that will be used for testing prior to local administration of the test. Refer to Appendix A of the KOSSA Test Coordinator Manual for details.
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	2015-16 KOSSA AND LOGIN REPORTS ARE NOW AVAILABLE IN E-SESS
Please refer to e-mail notification “2015-16 KOSSA and Login Reports are now available in E-SESS” sent to all KOSSA Test Coordinators and DACs on January 21 from Sherri Craig (sherri.craig@education.ky.gov) for details. 
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ADMINISTRATION CODE
Reference the current calculator policy and make preparations prior to testing sessions. Be mindful of when calculators are not allowed—K-PREP Mathematics Part C (non-calculator portion).


	INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS
Calculator accommodation: Calculators are allowed for ALL subjects and parts of the state-required assessment including the non-calculator portion for students with this accommodation on their current IEP/504. An adequate number of calculators should be available for all students.

Students selected for the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) must follow NAEP testing accommodation guidelines, which will not allow for all accommodations.


	Contact Information
Office of Assessment and Accountability
Division of Support and Research
(502) 564-4394
KDE DAC Information
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