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	Q:
	Are there any guidelines to use for setting up and preparing for Text Reader?
	

	A:
	Yes. Text Reader is available for students taking K-PREP grades 3-8 who qualify for a reading accommodation and technology. Text Reader is available on Mac, Windows, iPad and Chromebook. Guides are provided for setting up each system, as well as a Student User guide.
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	[bookmark: _QUESTION_OF_THE]Important Dates

	Nov. 9-Apr. 4:
	EOC Non-Participation Requests in SDRR

	Dec. 1-Mar. 31:
	Window for WorkKeys Online Testing

	Dec. 7-Mar. 2:
	ACCESS for ELLs/Alternate ACCESS Rosters Available in SDRR

	Jan. 4-Feb.12:
	ACCESS for ELLs Test Window

	Jan. 25-Feb. 15:
	Window for WorkKeys Paper Testing

	Feb. 1-11:
	Window to Order ACT Non-College Reportable Accommodations Materials

	Feb. 1-Mar.31:
	KOSSA Testing Window

	Feb. 10:
	Deadline for ACT to Receive ACT-Approved Accommodations Late Consideration Forms

	Feb. 11:
	ACT Live Q and A Session DAC Webcast

	Feb. 15:
	Deadline for Submission of Alternate Assessment Visually Impaired Materials Request for Window 2

	Feb. 15:
	Deadline for Alternate K-PREP Shipping Options for Window 2

	Feb. 22:
	ACT Standard Time Materials Begin to Arrive

	Apr. 29:
	Deadline for WorkKeys Re-Testing
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REMINDER: SHIPPING OPTION DEADLINE IN PEARSONACCESS THIS WEEK (DAC Action Required)
The deadline to choose the district shipping option in PearsonAccess is Wednesday, February 10. Currently, there are 51 districts that need to complete this action by Wednesday. Thank you to the 122 who have been able to complete the task. 

[bookmark: _ACT_WORKKEYS_1]ACT WORKKEYS
ACT WorkKeys – Paper Testing Only – Testing window extended for all schools to February 15
Due to the weather, the majority of schools have requested an extension for ACT WorkKeys paper testing. The paper testing window has been extended to February 15 for all schools. FedEx will pick up all testing materials at your school on February 16. The ACT WorkKeys coordinator at each school should expect scores/results the week of March 28. ACT WorkKeys will send an e-mail when the scores/results are ready for viewing. This e-mail will provide a secure website address link/username/password from ACT WorkKeys.

Instead of waiting until February 16, schools may go ahead and ship the testing materials back if testing is complete.  However, all testing materials must be mailed back via FedEx (with the tracking label on it). For an earlier date than February 16, you or someone at your school will need to schedule a pick up by FedEx.  FedEx will still be scheduled to pick up testing materials on February 16, but just let them know the shipment has already been shipped. Please make sure the testing materials are in the correct boxes/packages that were provided to you by ACT WorkKeys.

Please secure all test materials until FedEx picks up your shipment. 

ACT WorkKeys – Deadline for Retesting
The deadline for retesting is April 29. This will allow time for schools to receive National Career Readiness Certificates (NCRC) in time for awards night or graduation. Certificates are only generated weekly. If schools retest after April 29, there is no guarantee that schools will receive certificates (earned by retesting) in time for awards night/graduation.

ACT WorkKeys – Certificates
Certificates will be e-mailed to the designated primary ACT WorkKeys coordinator at each school. Certificates will be e-mailed the week of April 18.  Certificates earned by retesting will be e-mailed on a weekly basis after that.

KDE Testing Window for Online Testing: 
December 1, 2015 – March 31, 2016
KDE Testing Window for Paper Testing:  
January 25, 2016 – February 15, 2016
WorkKeys Deadline for Retesting: 
April 29, 2016 (for schools to receive certificates before awards night and graduation)

For any questions please contact Angie Fischer, angie.fischer@education.ky.gov, or at 502-564-4286. 


	[bookmark: _First_Article]
Applications
SDRR
Secure Web App
PearsonAccess
Compass
CIITS


@KDE
ACCESS for ELLs
ACT
Alternate K-PREP
Compass
College/Career Readiness
End-of-Course
K-PREP
KYOTE

DAC E-MAILS

School Report Card
Open House

Helpful Links
ACT
KAAC
NAEP
Pearson


	[bookmark: _ACT_PAGE_NUMBER][bookmark: _Second_Article_1][bookmark: _WORKKEYS_DATA_IN][bookmark: _2014-15_GRADUATES_-]ACT PAGE NUMBER CORRECTIONS
ACT has recently discovered a few page number errors in several pretest sections of the administration manuals. Test day administration is not impacted. The attached document lists which manuals and sections are involved and instructions for locating and correcting the page numbers in each manual. Please take measures to resolve this issue prior to the pretesting sessions.

ACT notification of errors and affected manuals: Instructions for making corrections: http://www.act.org/aap/pdf/ACT-Manuals-Correction-2016.pdf 

If you have questions, please contact ACT directly at statetesting@act.org or (800) 553-6244, ext. 2800.

	


	[bookmark: _Third_Article_1][bookmark: _KAAC_CONFERENCE_CALL][bookmark: _ACT_CLOSED_PRESIDENTS’][bookmark: _ACT_CLOSED_PRESIDENT’S]ACT CLOSED PRESIDENTS’ DAY
ACT will be closed on Monday, February 15, for Presidents’ Day. Consequently, the Customer Service Department will be unavailable to answer questions. 
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	[bookmark: _SOCIAL_SECURITY_NUMBER]SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER (SSN) NOT COLLECTED ON ACT ANSWER DOCUMENT
There is no place on The ACT answer document to record a student’s SSN, and ACT does not collect it. Slide 18 from the November ACT face-to-face training is incorrect. KHEAA will use other student identification information when awarding bonus KEES money to eligible students.
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K-PREP TEXT READER SAMPLER
Text Reader is an accommodation used for K-PREP students, in grades 3-8 that have an IEP, 504 Plan or PSP. Sample tests are ready and provided for elementary (grade 4) and middle (grade 8) schools. The samplers are developed to help familiarize the students with exactly what they will see and do on test day. It is not a sampler to test their knowledge of content. 

It is recommended that schools and students work with the sampler on various devices that will be used for spring testing. School staff will want to ensure the equipment is working properly with the online text reader and identify any issues prior to testing. It is important that students understand the technology prior to testing.  

Samples are located at https://kde.texthelp.com. For practice with the sampler only, all students will use the same user name and password. 
User name for Sampler:  sampler
Password for Sampler: sampler

For the live K-PREP, each student will be assigned their own user name and password. 

STUDENT INFORMATION IN QUALITYCORE SYSTEM
The upload of student information from Infinite Campus (IC) into the QualityCore end-of-course (EOC) system has been successful. Students’ accounts have been created in the platform.  Schools may now create rosters based on this information.

The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) plans to send a new student data file in February, March and April to QualityCore to ensure the most accurate information is available for spring testing. Data will be extracted at the close of business on the following dates:

	Extracted from IC
	Expected in QualityCore System

	February 5
	February 16

	March 4
	March 15

	April 1
	April 12



If there are issues with the student information:
1. First, check IC for accuracy, and change if necessary. Updated information will appear in QualityCore the next extraction.
1. Second, if the information in IC was correct as of the above extraction date but wrong in the QualityCore system, send an e-mail to kdedatarequest@education.ky.gov for assistance.

WELCOME TO NEW OAA CONSULTANT
Welcome to Jenni Larkins, a new program consultant in the Division of Support and Research. Jenni has served as an elementary school teacher in Jefferson County and looks forward to working with districts in her new role.
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INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS
One 3X5 text free notecard with graphic organizers is allowable. Visually impaired students may have the card enlarged. This should not be confused with using a larger card in order to create additional space for more organizers which is not acceptable. The notecard should not be considered the only manipulative allowed. Others may be acceptable per the IEP/504 and test administration rules.


	Contact Information
Office of Assessment and Accountability
Division of Support and Research
(502) 564-4394
KDE DAC Information
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