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	Q:
	When will the KDE QualityCore Ordering Training sessions be offered?
	In this Issue:

	A:
	There will be two QualityCore Ordering Training sessions offered to assist schools with End of Course testing. Each session will supply the same information. Please use the link below to register for either session.

https://attendee.gototraining.com/rt/8517857579438512898

March 3 at 2 p.m. ET
March 8 at 11 a.m. ET

This training assumes the participants have a basic understanding of using the new QualityCore system, including how to set a test window, how to create teacher records and assign classes, how to create student records, and how to roster students. If participants are not familiar with these processes or need a refresher, there are tutorials available at http://www.qualitycore.act.org/training-materials/. Scroll to the bottom of the page to find the tutorials.
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	Nov. 9-Apr. 4:
	EOC Non-Participation Requests in SDRR

	Dec. 1-Mar. 31:
	Window for WorkKeys Online Testing

	Dec. 7-Mar. 2:
	ACCESS for ELLs/Alternate ACCESS Rosters Available in SDRR

	Feb. 1-Mar.31:
	KOSSA Testing Window

	Feb. 22:
	ACT Standard Time Materials Begin to Arrive

	Mar. 1:
	ACT Initial Testing Date

	Mar. 1-2:
	ACT Window for Ordering Standard Time Make-up Testing Materials

	Mar. 1-15:
	ACT Accommodations Testing Window (ACT-Approved and Non-College Reportable)

	Mar. 2:
	Return of Initial ACT Testing Materials

	Mar. 3:
	QualityCore Ordering Training Session

	Mar. 8:
	QualityCore Ordering Training Session

	Mar. 15:
	ACT State Make-up Testing Date

	Mar. 16:
	Return of Make-up ACT Testing Materials

	Apr. 29:
	Deadline for WorkKeys Re-Testing
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[bookmark: _REMINDER:_2015-16_CALCULATOR]REMINDER: 2015-16 CALCULATOR POLICY
The KDE calculator policy applies to all state-required assessments, except for those that are ACT products. The ACT calculator policy is to be followed for all ACT products (EOC, the ACT, ACT Compass, and ACT WorkKeys). To see the differences between the calculator policies, please read the Comparison of KDE & ACT Calculator Policies document.

OAA cannot determine the use of individual calculator programs due to the numerous options available. If uncertain about the functionality of the program, please act conservatively. Also, remember calculators used for instruction may not be acceptable on state-required assessments.


[bookmark: _KOSSA_TESTING_SCHEDULED]KOSSA TESTING SCHEDULED FOR FEBRUARY 23, 2016
Just a reminder that the Statewide Tornado Safety Drill is tomorrow February, 23 at 10:07 a.m. ET. Please schedule KOSSA testing accordingly. It is highly recommended to avoid KOSSA testing during this time. If KOSSA testing is interrupted and extended time is needed due to this drill, then a testing irregularity form will be required.  Refer to the attached KOSSA Test Irregularity Documentation Form.
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2017 ACT TEST ADMINISTRATION DATES
March 21 is the date set for Initial Testing and April 19 is the scheduled Make-up Test date. The Accommodations Testing Window is March 21-April 4. New for 2017 is an Emergency Testing Day on May 3 (if needed).
	

	 
ACT PRE-TEST SESSIONS SHOULD BE COMPLETED BEFORE MARCH 1
All non-test portions of the answer documents should be completed during a pre-test session prior to testing day. Remember that Test Coordinators must store all partially completed answer documents in secure storage until test day. Test Coordinators can check their readiness for test day by reviewing pages 22-23 in the ACT Test Administration Manual section “Preparing for Test Day.”
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	EOC UPDATE 
EOC Online Scoring
Access to End-of-Course (EOC) test scores from online administrations is now available. Scores from online tests completed before 2:00 p.m. ET will be available the next business day. Scores from tests completed after 2:00 p.m. ET will be available on the second business day.
[bookmark: _EOC_MATERIAL_OVERAGE]
EOC Material Overage
EOC pencil/paper orders placed online will come with an automatic 10% overage. A manual/telephone call order will not receive an automatic overage; only the exact number of materials ordered will be shipped. The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) recommends a 10% overage be included when placing a manual/call order.

[bookmark: _EOC_DEMOGRAPHICS_ISSUE]EOC Demographics Issue
It has been brought to OAA’s attention that all EOC students are categorized as having a Hispanic ethnicity, and are without any classification for race. ACT is aware of this issue and is working to resolve it.

[bookmark: _EOC_SYSTEM_CLOSED]EOC System Closed for Maintenance April 2-3
The QualityCore testing window is listed as January 4-April 1. This does not mean that testing must be completed by April 1. The system will be closed for maintenance on April 2-3 and will reopen on April 4. Instructions for using the system after April 1 will be included in a future DAC e-mail.

	

	ONLINE QUALITYCORE SYSTEMS CHECK
OAA recommends performing a QualityCore systems check in preparation for the upcoming spring EOC testing. The ACT QualityCore Technology Guidelines document is available at http://www.qualitycore.act.org/cbt-setup/. This outlines the expectations for a successful test administration. A Technology Preparation Checklist is provided on page 31. Adhering to this checklist will greatly assist Technology Coordinators with their preparation for testing.

On the webpage noted above there is a link to the Compatibility Script as well as information about the Secure Web Browser Environment. Using these resources will also assist with the workstation setup.

Multiple resources for QualityCore can be found at http://www.qualitycore.act.org/resources/.

	

	VERIFICATION OF SCHOOL AND DISTRICT PROFILE DATA FOR SCHOOL REPORT CARD
The following was included in Commissioner Pruitt’s Monday Superintendent E-Mail on February 8.
KDE is asking all districts to verify that their 2015-16 school and district profile information is correct in preparation for the School Report Card (SRC) data loads. Your assistance is needed to ensure school data is accurate before opening the Profile page on the SRC on April 4. School demographic and contact information is available online on the School Report Card and Open House webpages. These sites provide an important communication tool for your school district, and one that your community will continue to use for information regarding your respective district and schools. 

Verification of school profile data must be done through the District and School Collection Repository (DASCR) application located in KDE Web Applications. Instructions for verifying and updating school profile information are available here. Also, please note that the Open House online school directory uses the DASCR information and updates as KDE approves district changes. Changes made will not impact the 2014-15 SRC information previously published.

Timeline:
Feb. 9-Apr. 1:	Schools verify their school profile information via DASCR
Apr. 4			2015-16 SRC “Profile” data is open to the public
Summer 2016	Additional data is loaded into SRC–Secure site, for district review
Fall 2016		2015-16 SRC is open to the public

Notice to Districts: For district role changes (i.e., superintendents, principals, etc.) please contact your district WAAPOC. Contact information and/or role changes are not updated through DASCR.
Contact Rodney Bennett with questions specific to school change requests at (502) 564-5279, ext. 4449, or via e-mail at rodney.bennett@education.ky.gov.
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ADMINISTRATION CODE
Staff may not review test booklets to glean information to influence future instruction. 
 
Regular instruction, including reviews, should continue during the testing window. The reviews shall not be developed or modified based on information gained from secure test booklets.


	INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS
Oral native language support accommodation:  Oral native language support may assist with specific vocabulary or up to the entire assessment, include prompts, passages and stories as written. (The same form of the test may be purposefully assigned to students in the case of a shortage of available interpreters.) 
 
Simplified language accommodation:  Simplified language is limited to restating printed text or oral communications using simpler words without changing content, breaking directions into parts or segments, using similar words or phrases in directions, or repeating or rephrasing directions. Simplified language may not be used to define words or concepts, teach vocabulary, tell students what to do 1st, 2nd, 3rd, etc.


	Contact Information
Office of Assessment and Accountability
Division of Support and Research
(502) 564-4394
KDE DAC Information
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