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	[bookmark: _QUESTION_OF_THE_1]QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
	

	Q:
	Has ACT provided additional trainings on ordering QualityCore paper/pencil testing materials for Spring 2016?
[bookmark: _GoBack]
	In this Issue:

	A:
	Yes. You can access the webinar, recorded earlier this month, on the Kentucky ACT website in the QualityCore Training section, or via this link:

http://link.videoplatform.limelight.com/media/? mediaId=e0ca5cc7ee0648c5909bfabb838aad96&  width=480&height=321&playerForm=Player
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	[bookmark: _QUESTION_OF_THE]Important Dates

	Nov. 9-Apr. 4:
	EOC Non-Participation Requests in SDRR

	Dec. 1-Mar. 31:
	Window for WorkKeys Online Testing

	Feb. 1-Mar. 31:
	KOSSA Testing Window

	Mar. 1-15:
	ACT Accommodations Testing Window (ACT-Approved and Non-College Reportable)

	Mar. 2-Apr. 4: 
	ACT Rosters Open in SDRR

	Mar. 14:
	Education Town Hall Meeting in Shelbyville

	Mar. 15:
	ACT State Make-up Testing Date

	Mar. 16:
	Return of Make-up ACT Testing Materials

	Mar. 22:
	Education Town Hall Meeting in Campbellsville

	Mar. 28-Apr. 4:
	Paper Testing Results for ACT WorkKeys

	Mar. 28-Apr. 1:
	Alternate K-PREP Option 1 Materials Shipment to Districts

	Mar. 29:
	Education Town Hall Meeting in Owensboro

	Mar. 31:
	Education Town Hall Meeting in Hazard

	Apr. 4-8:
	Alternate K-PREP Option 2 Materials Shipment to Districts

	Apr. 13:
	Deadline for Entry of Spring Testing Windows in SDRR

	Apr. 18-May 27:
	Alternate K-PREP Testing Window 2

	Apr. 29:
	Deadline for WorkKeys Re-Testing
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[bookmark: _UPDATED_2015-16_GROWTH]UPDATED 2015-16 GROWTH ACCOUNTABILITY TRAINING 
Updates have been made to the Growth Accountability Training materials and video provided by the Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA). The term, “grade level” was removed and replaced with the term, “school level” from both the recorded training and PowerPoint presentation. 

Below is a direct link to both the recorded training and PowerPoint presentation:

Media Portal Recorded Link: http://mediaportal.education.ky.gov/assessment-and-accountability/2016/02/growth-part-3-of-3/. 

The Growth Accountability PowerPoint is located on the KDE page.


[bookmark: _MARCH_DAC_MONTHLY_1]MARCH DAC MONTHLY WEBCAST
Jennifer Stafford and Pam Powers hosted our most recent DAC Monthly Webcast on March 10. The topics of discussion included ACT Compass, QualityCore End-of-Course, 2015 Baselines and 2016 AMO Goals and upcoming Education Town Hall Meetings. If you were unable to watch it live, you can find it via the following link: http://mediaportal.education.ky.gov/featured/2016/03/dac-monthly-march-2016/.


[bookmark: _KOSSA_TESTING_WINDOW_1]KOSSA TESTING WINDOW CLOSES MARCH 31
All KOSSA testing must be completed by March 31. KOSSA results are scheduled to be released April 16. Contact Sherri Craig at Sherri.Craig@education.ky.gov or (502)-564-4286 Ext. 4226, if you have any questions.
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WIDA has prepared a survey to gather information from districts about the ACCESS 2.0 test administration experience. The data in this survey will be used by the ad hoc sub-committees focusing on:
1. training/technical assistance resources
1. technology
1. customer service 
1. accommodations 
1. WIDA to inform future development, enhancements and opportunities for improvement.

Link to survey: ACCESS for ELLs 2.0: LEA Survey

Please complete the survey by April 4.

Please contact the WIDA Client Services Center with any questions about the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Survey at help@wida.us or (866) 276-7735.
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EDUCATION TOWN HALL MEETINGS
In his Fast Five on Friday, March 4, 2016, Commissioner Stephen Pruitt provided additional details about his upcoming Education Town Hall Meetings and a link to a flier, copied below. The flier contains questions that will be asked during the meetings.

Invitation to Education Town Hall Meetings: How does Kentucky define school success? (Please disseminate the flier widely; Link provided below) 

As Kentucky prepares to implement the new federal education law known as the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) in 2017, we will be hosting a series of Education Town Hall Meetings to determine how Kentuckians define school success.

This listening tour will be an opportunity for all education shareholders to provide input to the Kentucky Department of Education on the design of a new education accountability system that will be used as the basis to improve our schools and celebrate their educational progress. The goal is to produce a system that is fair, reliable, valid and easier to understand. 

All readers of this newsletter are invited to attend one of the 11 Education Town Hall Meetings listed below to let their voices be heard. All meetings will run from 6:30 – 8 p.m. local time. 

We would appreciate your help in getting the word out about these meetings and are including the following link to a flier that you can give to others: 

http://education.ky.gov/comm/news/Documents/  Town%20Hall%20info%20flier%20with%20email.pdf 

Please disseminate it widely! 

	
Top of Page




	STUDENT DATA REVIEW & ROSTERS (SDRR) REMINDERS
Below are a few reminders regarding SDRR for districts:
1. District Testing Windows (DAC Action Required)
Please complete the entry of test window dates by April 13. A two-page 2016 Spring Testing Windows Instructions is available on the SDRR page.
1. ACT Rosters (accountability change requests, non-participation, add and annotate/delete students, and accommodations)
1. EOC Non-Participation Requests (not for accountability at this time)
1. Cohort Data (review only)

It is crucial that DACs enter their testing windows and make updates as changes are applied. This information is used along with Infinite Campus (IC) calendars and enrollment data to determine and pre-load student accountability for the spring rosters.

ACT accountability is based on the first day of the spring 5 day testing window per the 100 day rule. ACT accountability will be included on spring rosters and pre-populated at that time. Therefore, if a student’s accountability currently is not clear then a request can still be made in the spring to help with any needed clarification.

The SDRR ACT Roster Manual can be accessed at the following link:
http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/Student-Data-Review-and-Reporting.aspx 

Assistance: 
For rosters ONLY, if there are questions or issues related to Infinite Campus (IC) data (Name, SSID, Date of Birth, Gender, Race/Ethnicity, IEP, EL/LEP, and Lunch Status), please e-mail the Enterprise Data-KSIS team at kdedatarequest@education.ky.gov, providing detailed information for IC to assist. 
If there are SDRR login issues, please contact your district WAAPOC. To report SDRR application errors, please e-mail the KETS Service Desk (ketshelp@education.ky.gov). 
For questions about assessment policies or procedures, please send e-mail to KDE DAC Information (dacinfo@education.ky.gov).
For other issues not covered above, please e-mail KDE Assessment (kdeassessment@education.ky.gov) or call (502) 564-4394.

The red "I NEED HELP" button  [image: ] is accessible from every page in SDRR. By clicking the button, users will find answers to questions on many assessment and roster topics. 

	

	ACT WORKKEYS SPRING 2016 TESTING INFORMATION
Details regarding ACT WorkKeys spring testing are included in the attached document. The Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) portion, includes a section on how to interpret the scores. For questions concerning WorkKeys, please contact Angie Fischer at angie.fischer@education.ky.gov or (502)-564-4286.

	


	COHORT 2014-15 5-YEAR AND 2015-16 4-YEAR STUDENT LISTINGS: FOR YOUR INFORMATION ONLY
The 2014-15 5-year and 2015-16 4-year student listings continue to be available for review in SDRR. This is NOT the data review that will occur after the end of the school year. These reports allow you the opportunity to review the students currently accountable to your district. Currently, grade 12 students are listed as on-time for these preliminary reports. After the end of the school year, all students will show as not on time if the student did not earn a regular high school diploma by the end of the school year. The review manual is located under Current SDRR Manuals on this page: http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/Student-Data-Review-and-Reporting.aspx

Questions concerning the Cohort student listings may be directed to Tina Logan via phone (502) 564-9853 ext. 4740, e-mail tina.logan@education.ky.gov or Skype; or David Curd via phone (502) 564-9853 ext. 4744, e-mail david.curd@education.ky.gov or Skype.
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ADMINISTRATION CODE
Do not reproduce secure test items in any way. Report any concern with items to the DAC using identifying information only (i.e., grade level, content area, item number).


	INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS
Not all accommodations used for instruction are appropriate for use on state-required assessments.


	Contact Information
Office of Assessment and Accountability
Division of Support and Research
(502) 564-4394
KDE DAC Information
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