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	[bookmark: _QUESTION_OF_THE_1]QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
	

	Q:
	Are there three forms of the test booklets for K-PREP in grades 5, 6, 8, 10 and 11 where on-demand writing is administered?

	In this Issue:

	A:
	Yes, during the District Assessment Coordinator (DAC) trainings in February, it was mentioned that the test booklet packs of five for grades 5, 6, 8, 10 and 11 where on-demand writing is administered would be spiraled with three forms (random distribution). Due to an equating study there were only 5,000 of each form 2 and 3 test booklets printed per grade; therefore, not all packs of five will contain all three forms. As a result, all schools may not receive forms 2 and/or 3.


	Online Testing Interruptions Resource
Proposals Needed for ACT Symposium
Test Window Entry Deadline in SDRR

Previous Topics
Testing Tips

	[bookmark: _QUESTION_OF_THE]Important Dates

	Nov. 9-Apr. 4:
	EOC Non-Participation Requests Entered in SDRR

	Mar. 2-Apr. 4:
	ACT Rosters Open in SDRR

	Mar. 28-Apr. 4:
	Paper Testing Results for ACT WorkKeys

	Mar. 28-June 8:
	Order Additional K-PREP Test Materials (Regular and Accommodated) 
in PearsonAccess

	Apr. 4:
	ACCESS 2.0 Survey Deadline

	Apr. 7:
	Education Town Hall Meeting in Lexington

	Apr. 4-8:
	Alternate K-PREP Option 2 Materials Shipment to Districts

	Apr. 11:
	Education Town Hall Meeting in Corbin

	Apr. 13:
	Deadline for Entry of Spring Testing Windows in SDRR

	Apr. 14:
	Live DAC Monthly Webcast

	Apr. 16:
	KOSSA Results Released

	Apr. 18-May 27:
	Alternate K-PREP Testing Window 2

	Apr. 25:
	Deadline for Completing February DAC Survey in CIITS

	Apr. 29:
	Deadline for WorkKeys Re-Testing

	[bookmark: _ACCOUNTABILITY_CALCULATOR_INFORMATI][bookmark: _School_Report_Card_1][bookmark: _First_Article_1][bookmark: _SCHOOL_REPORT_CARD]
[bookmark: _ENTRY_DEADLINE_FOR]ENTRY DEADLINE FOR SPRING TESTING WINDOWS IN SDRR
The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) extends our appreciation to the 141 DACs who have entered testing windows in the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application. Thirty-two districts have yet to provide that information. It is crucial that the testing windows for elementary, middle and high schools are entered, because OAA uses the windows to determine when spring rosters will open. Additionally, this information is used to calculate and pre-load accountability for individual students whenever possible, and those calculations are based on the first day of the 5-day spring summative testing windows.

The deadline for entering testing windows is April 13 at 5:00 p.m. ET. However, it is required that the testing window be within the last 14 instructional days of the year. This information is pulled weekly from calendars in Infinite Campus (IC), with an effective date of each Friday. OAA is requesting, at a minimum, that DACs review the testing window date range showing in SDRR this week and make calendar corrections in IC if needed. On Monday, April 11, the updated date ranges will show in SDRR.

If testing windows are already set in your district, please go ahead and enter the testing start date for each level as soon as possible. A brief, 2 page manual for district test window selection is available at http://goo.gl/RwWyny.

[image: ]

	[bookmark: _First_Article]
Applications
SDRR
Secure Web App
PearsonAccess
Compass
CIITS

@KDE
ACCESS for ELLs
ACT
Alternate K-PREP
Compass
College/Career Readiness
End-of-Course
K-PREP
KYOTE

DAC E-Mails

School Report Card
Open House

Helpful Links
ACT
KAAC
NAEP
Pearson


	[bookmark: _ACT_INVITES_YOU][bookmark: _Second_Article_1][bookmark: _WORKKEYS_DATA_IN][bookmark: _NEW_INFINITE_CAMPUS:][bookmark: _2014-15_GRADUATES_-]ACT INVITES YOU TO SUBMIT BREAKOUT SESSION PROPOSAL FOR OCTOBER SYMPOSIUM
ACT is requesting breakout session proposals for the 2016 Kentucky ACT State Organization Symposium to be held Friday, October 8, at the Maysville Community and Technical College in Maysville, Kentucky. This year's theme is GPS to College and Career Readiness. 
 
Please encourage your teachers and school/district leaders to attend and to consider submitting a proposal for sharing practices and/or policies that help prepare students for college and career success. The deadline for submitting a proposal is Wednesday, April 27.
 
You will find more details, including the criteria for review and acceptance of your proposal, via the following link: https://pages2.act.org/index.php/email/emailWebview?mkt_tok=3RkMMJWWfF9wsRonsqvMZKXonjHpfsX67O4uWqG0lMI%2F0ER3fOvrPUfGjI4DSMNhI%2BSLDwEYGJlv6SgFSrPAMaV6yLgEXhg%3D
 
For more information, contact Bobby Rush, District Manager, ACT State Organizations, at bobby.rush@act.org. 
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Resolving technical issues quickly is important for online testing. If schools have technical issues during online testing, please refer to the step-by-step directions in the attached Quick Guide to Online Testing Interruptions.
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FINAL 2015 BASELINES and 2016 AMO GOALS
In a March 29 special e-mail to superintendents, Dr. Stephen Pruitt shared information of interest to District Assessment Coordinators (DACs). Please see below.

Dear Superintendents,

As we alerted you previously, we are now making the assessment data available to the public. See the details below. 

The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) continues to monitor and discuss the implementation of the new Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) with officials at the United States Department of Education. We anticipate additional changes and more direction on ESSA. Pending new information from the federal level, KDE is moving forward with our routine processes to make baselines and goals available publicly. 

The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) has finalized the school and district 2015 Baselines and 2016 Annual Measurable Objective (AMO) Goals. Working through the Quality Control (QC) process with District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) and Building Assessment Coordinators (BACs), the data have been reviewed and finalized. The AMO Goal 2016 Public_20160301 attached is currently available in Open House in Supplemental Data (Accountability tab).




The data made available on the KDE secure web application site and the attached baseline and goals have not changed since previously shared with you for review on March 4. All of the files have a date included in the filename of “20160301”. OAA appreciates the careful review from DACs and BACs to ensure accuracy. 

Delivery Targets Status
Multiple Delivery Targets are currently public in the School Report Card (SRC) including Proficiency/Closing the Achievement Gap (K-12), Program Review and Kindergarten Readiness. These targets provide the state, districts and schools with the annual progress needed to meet their 2018-19 delivery goals. 

College and Career Readiness Targets are currently in the SRC through the 2014-15 school year. Until state goals are developed, schools and districts may determine their own goals by following the steps for calculating School and District Delivery Yearly Targets in the SRC.

The Four-Year Adjusted Cohort Graduation Rate Goals previously shared with DACs for review in mid-December are attached. As a reminder, these annual graduation rate goals are created for each high school and district that measures progress toward the statewide goal of ninety-eight (98) percent by 2024. Regulation 703 KAR 5:225 mandated the calculation of the graduation rate goals to be based on 2014 graduation data. Therefore, each goal is computed by dividing by ten (10), the difference between the 2014 baseline percent and ninety-eight (98) percent. These Graduation Rate Goals are available in Open House in Supplemental Data (Delivery Targets tab).




Novice Reduction Targets were shared during the 2015 Baselines and 2016 Goals Quality Control process. For those who have access, the Novice Reduction Targets for each school and district can be found in the Accountability Summary spreadsheet in the Secure Web Application.

For questions, please e-mail the Division of Support and Research, at dacinfo@education.ky.gov or call (502) 564-4394.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Stephen L. Pruitt, Ph.D.
Commissioner of Education
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	APPLICATION FOR UNAPPROVED CALCULATOR ON K-PREP
The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) revised the approved calculator policy in the fall of 2015. The updated policy noted that in a few instances students might not be able to access an approved calculator from the policy list. Attached please find the application that must be completed by a district requesting a student be able to use a non-approved calculator on the K-PREP assessment. Once the application is completed and signed, the DAC should fax all necessary documents to KDE at (502) 564-3249, attn. Cindy Warren. 
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	ALTERNATE K-PREP ATTAINMENT TASK MATERIALS TO SHIP FOR WINDOW 2 
Districts will receive materials during the weeks of March 28 or April 4 depending on whether Shipping Option 1 or Shipping Option 2 was selected earlier this spring. Upon receipt, DACs may disperse materials to the school Building Assessment Coordinator (BAC), who may then share them with teachers to make any needed adaptations for their students before testing begins. Any teacher planning to administer the tasks must have reviewed the combined Overview/Attainment Tasks training and completed the online quiz. For additional questions regarding materials, please contact Tina Buster or Trina Johnson at (859) 257-7672.

	

	2016 ACT SCORE REPORTS INCLUDE NEW ADDITIONS
There are a few new components on the ACT score reports beginning this year (STEM score, Understanding Complex Texts indicator and Progress Toward Career Readiness indicator).

ACT will be offering a one-hour informational webinar to help counselors and other educators to understand, interpret and use data from the ACT High School Report. 

To register, visit https://attendee.gototraining.com/1yx78/rt/1069840571165712385.

The next webinar is scheduled for April 7; the dropdown menu lists several other optional dates.

	

	COMPASS 2015-16 SCORES LOADED IN IC
KDE strives to publish assessment data in Infinite Campus (IC) as it becomes available. In this spirit, the ACT Compass assessments for the 2015-16 school year have been loaded into IC. KDE will publish these scores to all districts beginning on March 31, 2016. 

The scores that will be loaded include scores from August 2015 through January 2016.

You can e-mail Raymond Carter if there are any questions on this matter.

	

	2016 TRACK CARPENTRY AND TRACK ELECTRICAL TESTING WINDOW APRIL 1–29
2016 TRACK Carpentry and TRACK Electrical testing window begins April 1 and will close April 29. Login Reports are now available in E-SESS. Please refer to e-mail notification “TRACK Carpentry and TRACK Electrical Testing Window” sent to KOSSA Test Coordinators and DACs of participating schools on March 24 from Sherri Craig (sherri.craig@education.ky.gov) for details.

	

	2016 KOSSA PILOT TESTING WINDOW APRIL 1 – 29
KOSSA Pilot testing window begins April 1 and will close April 29. Details will be e-mailed to KOSSA Test Coordinators and DACs of eligible schools the week of March 28. Contact Sherri Craig at Sherri.Craig@education.ky.gov or (502) 564-4286 ext. 4226, for questions regarding KOSSA PILOT testing.
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ADMINISTRATION CODE
Follow the testing schedule. Check for any scheduling changes before beginning the session. 

Testing schedules and directions for substitute teachers should be shared through the BAC and not the teacher.

Tests shall be administered in the order in which they appear in the test booklet. The only exception is when altering the order is necessary for makeup testing.


	INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS
Reading accommodation: Readers may read to students for all parts of state-required assessment. Readers can read directions, prompts (questions), situations, and passages as written. Re-reading shall be done only at the student’s request.


	Contact Information
Office of Assessment and Accountability
Division of Support and Research
(502) 564-4394
KDE DAC Information
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