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	[bookmark: _QUESTION_OF_THE_1]QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
	

	Q:
	Will the Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) conduct site visits this year during testing windows? If so, will the visits be handled in the same manner as in the past?
[bookmark: _GoBack]
	In this Issue:

	A:
	Staff from OAA will conduct assessment site visits to selected schools across Kentucky, during the upcoming spring testing windows. District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) will be contacted approximately 30 minutes before the team arrives at the school to announce the visit. DACs are invited to accompany the OAA team on the visit, if they wish. 

During the visit, OAA staff will interview the BAC and/or Principal. Staff will focus particularly on the testing environment and will examine posters/classroom materials, placement of students for overcrowding and student work surfaces. 

Staff will ask the school to provide:
· 1 copy of a Good Faith Effort Checklist (if used)
· 1 copy of a Seating Chart (any 2 grades, group and individual)
· 1 copy of a Testing Schedule
· 1 copy of a Medical Non-participation Form (if applicable)
· 1 copy of an Extraordinary Circumstance Form (if applicable)

	ACCESS Score Reports

February DAC Training Materials

KYOTE Scores Loaded

Sandbox for SDRR


Previous Topics

Testing Tips

	
	OAA staff will ask to take a copy of the Good Faith Effort Checklist, Seating Charts, Testing Schedule, Medical Non-participation Form and/or Extraordinary Circumstance Forms.

Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) or Program Service Plans (PSPs) will be reviewed through the Infinite Campus (IC) student identification system; copies of 504 Plans may be requested by visiting OAA staff. Alternate Assessment and Accountability Folders (AAAF) will not be requested during these site visits.

The documents used by OAA staff to collect information during the visits are attached below. Please share information about the visits and the documents that will be used with your BACs and Principals or other appropriate staff.
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	Mar. 28-June 8:
	Order Additional K-PREP Test Materials (Regular and Accommodated) 
in PearsonAccess

	Apr. 11:
	Education Town Hall Meeting in Corbin

	Apr. 13:
	Deadline for Entry of Spring Testing Windows in SDRR

	Apr. 14:
	Live DAC Monthly Webcast

	Apr. 16:
	KOSSA Results Released

	Apr. 18:
	ACCESS for 2.0 Available Online in WIDA AMS and Paper Copies Sent to Districts

	
	Education Town Hall Meeting in Ashland

	Apr. 18-May 27:
	Alternate K-PREP Testing Window 2

	Apr. 20:
	DDR Delivery Target Review Deadline

	Apr. 21:
	Education Town Hall Meeting in Louisville

	Apr. 25:
	Education Town Hall Meeting in Northern Kentucky

	Apr. 25:
	Deadline for Completing February DAC Survey in CIITS

	Apr. 27:
	Education Town Hall Meeting in Bowling Green

	
	ACT State Organization Symposium Proposal Deadline

	Apr.28:
	Education Town Hall Meeting in Murray

	Apr. 29:
	Deadline for WorkKeys Re-Testing
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[bookmark: _2016_FEBRUARY_DAC]2016 FEBRUARY DAC MEETINGS TRAINING VIDEOS/MATERIALS AVAILABLE
If district and school staff missed the DAC meetings in February, want to share the information with someone else, or review the presentations yourself, videos of each section are now available on the KDE website. The videos follow the meeting agenda.

2016 DAC Meetings Agenda
· Opening – Hot Topics, Test Security and Accountability
· SDRR
· Accommodations and Text Reader 
· K-PREP
· Alternate K-PREP
· High School, including Early Graduates (EOC, ACT, Compass, KYOTE, ASVAB, KOSSA, WorkKeys and Industry Certificates)

Each of the topics above has a video and accompanying PowerPoint available to assist district and school staff with spring testing. These are available under Assessment and Accountability/Meetings and Trainings on the KDE website at the following link http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/Presentations.aspx.

Additional February 2016 DAC Meeting handouts are available under Assessment and Accountability/DAC Meetings on the KDE website at the following link http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/DACMeetings.aspx.
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PearsonAccess
Compass
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@KDE
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DAC E-Mails

School Report Card
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Helpful Links
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NAEP
Pearson


	[bookmark: _Second_Article_1][bookmark: _WORKKEYS_DATA_IN][bookmark: _NEW_INFINITE_CAMPUS:][bookmark: _2014-15_GRADUATES_-]ACCESS FOR ELLS 2.0® SCORE REPORTS
Kentucky’s score reports for ACCESS 2.0 will be available in WIDA AMS as well as paper copies sent to districts starting on April 18. 

Links to Webinar sessions for ACCESS 2.0 Score Reports are below. These webinars are for the states and districts that are wanting more information on the ACCESS 2.0 score reports in WIDA AMS for ACCESS 2.0 paper/pencil, online and for Alternate ACCESS testing.

Wednesday, April 13 - ACCESS Score Reports 
(1:00-2:00 p.m. CT) Join

Monday, April 18 - ACCESS Score Reports 
(11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. CT) Join

Wednesday, April 20 - ACCESS Score Reports 
(1:00-2:00 p.m. CT) Join

Monday, April 25 - ACCESS Score Reports 
(11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. CT) Join

Wednesday, April 27 - ACCESS Score Reports 
(1:00-2:00 p.m. CT) Join

A training module is available as a resource on the ACCESS 2.0 score reports below.

Module for WIDA AMS: Accessing Score Reports 
The participant limit has been increased to 1,000 attendees. If districts have questions after attending the ACCESS 2.0 score reports, please contact Chris Williams by phone (502) 564-4394 or e-mail chris.williams@education.ky.gov.
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	[bookmark: _SANDBOX_VERSION_OF][bookmark: _ACCESS_FOR_ELLS][bookmark: _Third_Article_1][bookmark: _KAAC_CONFERENCE_CALL]SANDBOX VERSION OF SDRR
OAA opened the Sandbox in the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application today. It can be found at https://oaa-adc.education.ky.gov/Sandbox/. DACs may use the Sandbox to provide training and practice opportunities to new DACs and BACs. Users will use the same login credentials as SDRR. Please keep in mind that you will see live student data, so use caution if you take any screenshots for training materials, so that student data is not shared inadvertently. Note also that while you can make changes to students in the Sandbox, this is a test environment only and any changes made now will not affect actual student data.
 
The manual for spring rosters in SDRR is undergoing final review and revision, and we hope to post it on the KDE website soon at http://goo.gl/RwWyny. The opening and closing dates for spring rosters in SDRR have not yet been set, and the timing depends on the earliest and latest testing windows across the state. The testing windows are still being collected from a few districts. DACs will be notified as soon as the roster dates are determined.
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	[bookmark: _KYOTE_2015-16_SCORES]KYOTE 2015-16 SCORES LOADED IN IC
The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) strives to publish assessment data in IC as it becomes available. In this spirit, the ACT KYOTE assessments for the 2015-16 school year have been loaded into IC. The scores that will be loaded include scores from August 2015 up until the end of January 2016. KDE will publish these scores to all districts beginning on April 13. 

You can e-mail Raymond Carter, if there are any questions on this matter. 
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SOLVING ONLINE TESTING INTERRUPTIONS RESOURCE DOCUMENT 
Resolving technical issues quickly is important for online testing. If schools have technical issues during online testing, please refer to the step-by-step directions in the attached Quick Guide to Online Testing Interruptions.

 
	



	SCHOOL REPORT CARD INFORMATION
Communication with the Appropriate Person
DACs, please check that your district School Report Card Contact (SRCC) received this e-mail. Each district should have designated a SRCC. DACs or SRCCs, are asked to complete the Survey to update the SRCC. For questions, please contact Teresa King at (502) 564-4394 or teresa.king@education.ky.gov. Teresa maintains the DAC and SRCC distribution list for the Office of Assessment and Accountability.

Open to the Public
The 2015-16 School Report Card is now open to the public. Data is limited to what is on the profile page. This was the first data set validated by schools/districts and was done through the DASCR validation tab. Communication regarding the validation was included in Dr. Pruitt’s FAST FIVE E-MAIL – FEBRUARY 12, 2016 to superintendents. 

The profile page is open for all schools and districts regardless of validation. The validation window has passed, but those that have not yet validated may continue to validate and update as necessary. (See the attached file for a list of schools and districts that are non-verified and verified.)

Data changes will be refreshed in the School Report Card at least weekly. More information on the school change request process is available here. 

Additional Notes:
· Principal & Superintendents updates must be done through the People Role Manager Web Application.
· School updates, including name, address, phone, fax, grade range and classification must be done through the DASCR Web Application.
· District demographic updates can be submitted to kdedascr@education.ky.gov 
· Title 1 status will be loaded in the next week; questions can be directed to Windy Newton
· SBDM members will be loaded in the next week; questions can be directed to Windy Newton.
· Corrections to local board members can be submitted through the KDEdatarequest@education.ky.gov mailbox.
· Membership numbers will not be updated until the fall counts are complete and other SRC data is loaded.
· Updates for school or district pictures can be submitted to the KDEdatarequest@education.gov mailbox.
· Geographic coordinates can be updated through the Commonwealth map – instructions available here. 

Additional Messages and Questions
The Office of Assessment and Accountability will send out periodic e-mails to SRCCs that introduce other resources, provide answers to general questions or problems and offer reminders on key SRC tasks and deadlines. Otherwise, feel free to e-mail dacinfo@education.ky.gov with any general questions or whenever you need assistance. The phone number for the Division of Support and Research is 502-564-4394.

Thank you for your help ensuring the data in the annual School Report Card is complete and accurate. 

	






	E-MAIL TO SUPERINTENDENTS FROM DR. PRUITT
In a special e-mail to superintendents, Dr. Stephen Pruitt shared information of interest to District Assessment Coordinators (DACs). Please see the information below and the spreadsheet attached.

Dear Superintendents,

Kentucky educators are currently in a transition period as we move from the ESEA Flexibility Waiver (No Child Left Behind) to the new Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). As we await new regulations from the United States Department of Education (USED), we are moving forward with the components of the current accountability model, as required by the existing KBE regulations in effect, including the College and Career Readiness (CCR) Delivery Targets, even though we know they may change pending guidance from USED regarding transition.

The CCR Delivery Targets for 2015-16 and 2016-17 are now available for review. The targets were calculated using the Delivery process of setting five-year goals with the 2014-15 CCR baseline coming from the updated data used to set accountability baselines and AMOs for this year (not the final CCR data in the 2015 School Report Card). Only two years of targets are being provided at this time since we are in a period of transition.

District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) are asked to review the data found in the attached spreadsheet and provide questions or concerns to the Office of Assessment and Accountability at kdeassessment@education.ky.gov by Wednesday, April 20. The spreadsheet contains the baselines and annual targets for 2015-16 and 2016-17.

Once finalized, the goals will be made public in Open House and superintendents and DACs will be notified of the posting. 

If you have questions about any of this, contact Jennifer Stafford at jennifer.stafford@education.ky.gov or call her at (502) 564-4394, ext. 4714. 

Sincerely,

Stephen L. Pruitt, Ph.D.
Commissioner
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	ACT INVITES YOU TO SUBMIT BREAKOUT SESSION PROPOSAL FOR OCTOBER SYMPOSIUM UPDATED
ACT is requesting breakout session proposals for the 2016 Kentucky ACT State Organization Symposium to be held Friday, October 28, at the Maysville Community and Technical College in Maysville, Kentucky. This year's theme is GPS to College and Career Readiness. 

Please encourage your teachers and school/district leaders to attend and to consider submitting a proposal for sharing practices and/or policies that help prepare students for college and career success. The deadline for submitting a proposal is Wednesday, April 27.

You will find more details, including the criteria for review and acceptance of your proposal, via the following link.

For more information, contact Bobby Rush, District Manager, ACT State Organizations, at bobby.rush@act.org. 
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	ENTRY DEADLINE FOR SPRING TESTING WINDOWS IN SDRR
The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) extends our appreciation to the 141 DACs who have entered testing windows in the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application. Thirty-two districts have yet to provide that information. It is crucial that the testing windows for elementary, middle and high schools are entered, because OAA uses the windows to determine when spring rosters will open. Additionally, this information is used to calculate and pre-load accountability for individual students whenever possible, and those calculations are based on the first day of the 5-day spring summative testing windows.

The deadline for entering testing windows is April 13 at 5:00 p.m. ET. However, it is required that the testing window be within the last 14 instructional days of the year. This information is pulled weekly from calendars in Infinite Campus (IC), with an effective date of each Friday. OAA is requesting, at a minimum, that DACs review the testing window date range showing in SDRR this week and make calendar corrections in IC if needed. On Monday, April 11, the updated date ranges will show in SDRR.  

If testing windows are already set in your district, please go ahead and enter the testing start date for each level as soon as possible. A brief, 2 page manual for district test window selection is available at http://goo.gl/RwWyny.
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	THREE FORMS FOR ON-DEMAND WRITING IN GRADES 5,6,8,10 AND 11
There are three forms of the test booklets for K-PREP in grades 5, 6, 8, 10 and 11 where on-demand writing is administered. During the District Assessment Coordinator (DAC) trainings in February, it was mentioned that the test booklet packs of five for grades 5, 6, 8, 10 and 11 where on-demand writing is administered would be spiraled with three forms (random distribution). Due to an equating study there were only 5,000 of each form 2 and 3 test booklets printed per grade; therefore, not all packs of five will contain all three forms. As a result, all schools may not receive forms 2 and/or 3.
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ADMINISTRATION CODE
Be sure seating charts reflect the room arrangement and seating assignment. For makeup sessions, be sure to include the room location, as it may be different than what is recorded on the SRB.


	INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS
Scribing accommodation:  Scribes are to record word for word what the student says. Scribes shall format, capitalize and punctuate as directed by student. The finished product is to be reviewed by the student and edits made as directed.


	Contact Information
Office of Assessment and Accountability
Division of Support and Research
(502) 564-4394
KDE DAC Information
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