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	[bookmark: _QUESTION_OF_THE_1]QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
	

	Q:
	When will the 2016 K-PREP Grade 5 Test Administrator Manual (TAM) be reprinted?
	In this Issue:


	A:
	The 2016 K-PREP Grade 5 TAM was printed with a portion of the Part 3: Accommodations section missing. Pearson is printing the revised TAM and will soon ship to districts. Attached is a copy of the revised TAM (Revised April 2016 is printed on the front cover) for use until the printed copies arrive. The Part 3: Accommodations section in the TAMs at other grades and the DAC/BAC manual are accurate.
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	[bookmark: _QUESTION_OF_THE]Important Dates

	Mar. 28-June 8:
	Order Additional K-PREP Test Materials (Regular and Accommodated) in PearsonAccess

	Apr. 18:
	ACCESS for 2.0 Available Online in WIDA AMS and Paper Copies Sent to Districts

	Apr. 18:
	Education Town Hall Meeting in Ashland

	Apr. 18-May 27:
	Alternate K-PREP Testing Window 2

	Apr. 18-June 3:
	Alternate K-PREP Student Registration Database (SRD) Available for Score Entry

	Apr. 20:
	Deadline for Comments on Waiver Request for Measuring Kentucky’s Speaking and Listening Content Standards

	Apr. 20:
	CCR Delivery Target Review Deadline

	Apr. 21:
	Education Town Hall Meeting in Louisville

	Apr. 25:
	Education Town Hall Meeting in Northern Kentucky

	Apr. 25:
	Deadline for Completing February DAC Survey in CIITS

	Apr. 27:
	K-PREP Rosters Open in SDRR

	Apr. 27:
	Education Town Hall Meeting in Bowling Green

	Apr. 27:
	ACT State Organization Symposium Proposal Deadline

	Apr. 28:
	Education Town Hall Meeting in Murray

	Apr. 29:
	Deadline for WorkKeys Re-Testing

	[bookmark: _STUDENT_DATA_REVIEW][bookmark: _APRIL_DAC_MONTHLY][bookmark: _School_Report_Card_1][bookmark: _First_Article_1][bookmark: _SCHOOL_REPORT_CARD]STUDENT DATA REVIEW and ROSTER APPLICATION (SDRR)
SDRR will open Wednesday, April 27, for schools and districts to begin work with spring testing rosters. To assist districts with spring rosters, the SDRR User Manual for Spring Rosters is now available at the link below. 

http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/Student-Data-Review-and-Reporting.aspx

APRIL DAC MONTHLY WEBCAST
Jennifer Stafford hosted the DAC Monthly Webcast on April 14 with assistance from several Division of Support and Research consultants. The topics discussed were:

· Alternative School Track Back in SDRR – Chris Williams, Program Consultant
· Alternate Assessment Clean Up – Kevin O’Hair, Program Consultant
· ACT QualityCore Ordering (EOC) – Jennifer Stafford, Director
· ACT Score Reports – Jenni Larkins, Program Consultant

The video and materials are available on KDE Media Portal and from the Meetings and Trainings page.

[bookmark: _QUALITY_CORE_AGGREGATE]QUALITYCORE AGGREGATE REPORTS
Aggregate reports for QualityCore tests scored prior to April 2 will be available for schools and districts in early May 2016. Aggregate reports for QualityCore tests scored after April 4 are expected to be available in July. The time required to do the behind the scenes work to provide the reporting impacts the real time availability of score data within QualityCore. ACT is working to minimize the inconvenience and system downtime.

Individual student scores, however, will be available sooner depending on the mode of testing. Students who completed their exam using paper testing materials may expect to have reports available online no later than five business days after the documents are received at ACT. Students who completed their exam online may expect to have reports available online no later than 24-48 hours after testing.

For questions, please contact ACT QualityCore Customer Service at (866) 764-7228 or qualitycorecustomerservice@act.org.
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	[bookmark: _2015-16_KOSSA_RESULTS]2015-16 KOSSA RESULTS AVAILABLE IN E-SESS 
School/district results from the 2015-16 KOSSA assessment are now available to KOSSA Coordinators, District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) and registered KOSSA Reporting Users. For access, refer to the instructions e-mailed on April 15 from Sherri Craig regarding how to access E-SESS and the KOSSA reports. The 2016 KOSSA State Report and the state level Performance Summary with Graph Report will be available soon on the KOSSA webpage at http://education.ky.gov/CTE/kossa/Pages/default.aspx.

For assistance, please contact Sherri Craig at Sherri.Craig@education.ky.gov or (502)-564-4286 Ext. 4226.


	

	[bookmark: _FEEDBACK_on_KENTUCKY][bookmark: _Second_Article_1][bookmark: _WORKKEYS_DATA_IN][bookmark: _2014-15_GRADUATES_-]FEEDBACK on KENTUCKY WAIVER REQUEST MEASURING KENTUCKY SPEAKING AND LISTENING CONTENT STANDARDS
In a special e-mail to superintendents, Dr. Stephen Pruitt shared information of interest to District Assessment Coordinators (DACs). Please see the information below and the letter attached.

Dear Superintendents,

The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) is seeking feedback on its request for a waiver from measuring Kentucky’s speaking and listening content standards, which are part of the state’s reading/language arts academic content standards.  

As part of the peer review of state assessment systems required by the U.S. Department of Education (ED), ED has communicated that a state my request a limited waiver of the requirement that its assessment system cover the full range of its academic content standards for reading/language arts, if the standards include speaking and listening. Kentucky Academic Standards for reading/language arts include speaking and listening and may be accessed here. 

Kentucky is requesting this waiver because it is not practicable, at this time, to administer a large-scale summative assessment that includes speaking and listening standards. Kentucky is requesting the waiver through the 2016-17 school year. 

The draft Kentucky Department of Education waiver request letter is attached. KDE welcomes your comments and those of others in your school district on this matter prior to submission of the letter to ED. Comments and feedback may be sent to Mary Ann Miller, Executive Director of the Kentucky Board of Education, at maryann.miller@education.ky.gov. Comments will be accepted until the close of business on Wednesday, April 20.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

Stephen L. Pruitt, Ph.D.
Commissioner of Education

	


	[bookmark: _Third_Article_1][bookmark: _KAAC_CONFERENCE_CALL]STUDENT REGISTRATION DATABASE (SRD) CLEAN-UP FOR ALTERNATE K-PREP
As discussed during the February DAC meetings/trainings, the Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) will ask that districts review and request changes made to the Alternate K-PREP rosters housed in the SRD during Window 2. 

The information provided in the attachments will assist in the review, as the primary purpose of conducting this work now is to eliminate unnecessary work for districts in the fall during the official data review period. The intended goal is to make the data as clean and up-to-date as possible before it is delivered for first round reports released in August. The attachments contain a PowerPoint, which describes the process and the requested work to be completed. There is also a 2 page document that walks you through the steps to completion. The spreadsheet will contain the information being requested for change, it also contains an example of how to mark the requested changes that need to be completed by OAA staff. 

Most changes will have to be completed by department level staff. Select which option along with the student information being requested and those corrections will be applied once the spreadsheet has been submitted. On slide 16 of the training, information is shared on how to name your spreadsheet before submitting to assist in identifying and tracking changes for each individual district. All changes must be submitted by June 3 before the SRD closes for the current school year. It is recommended to submit as early as possible to be able to assist in answering any questions if those situations occur.

Please submit your completed spreadsheet named as shown in slide 16 of the training to Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov by no later than June 3. If you have questions or concerns please submit e-mails to Kevin O’Hair at the e-mail address shown in the line above, or by calling (502) 564-4394.

	





	[bookmark: _ALTERNATE_K-PREP_WINDOW]ALTERNATE K-PREP WINDOW 2 TO BEGIN
The second Alternate K-PREP testing window to administer Attainment Tasks (AT) will begin Monday, April 18. This test window assesses content standards for reading, mathematics, science, social studies and writing. No tasks for Window 2 may be administered before April 18. 

Instruction may continue into the testing window as long as the content provided is not derived from the actual Attainment Tasks being administered. Once the task administration begins, all instruction for that standard should cease until after the task administration has been completed. The second testing window will end May 27.

Any make-up tests for Window 1, not yet administered, may continue into Window 2. For questions about administering the second Alternate K-PREP window or a make-up for the first window, please contact Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov.

	

	[bookmark: _STUDENT_REGISTRATION_DATABASE]STUDENT REGISTRATION DATABASE (SRD) TO OPEN
Score entry in the SRD for test Window 2 will officially open on April 18. Teachers who had access to enter scores during Window 1 will continue to have access for score entry during Window 2. District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) will have the same level of access that was provided during the earlier window.
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	OFFICE of ASSESSMENT and ACCOUNTABILITY (OAA) SITE VISITS
Staff from OAA will conduct assessment site visits to selected schools across Kentucky, during the upcoming spring testing windows. District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) will be contacted approximately 30 minutes before the team arrives at the school to announce the visit. DACs are invited to accompany the OAA team on the visit, if they wish. 

During the visit, OAA staff will interview the BAC and/or Principal. Staff will focus particularly on the testing environment and will examine posters/classroom materials, placement of students for overcrowding and student work surfaces. 

Staff will ask the school to provide:
· 1 copy of a Good Faith Effort Checklist (if used)
· 1 copy of a Seating Chart (any 2 grades, group and individual)
· 1 copy of a Testing Schedule
· 1 copy of a Medical Non-participation Form (if applicable)
· 1 copy of an Extraordinary Circumstance Form (if applicable)

OAA staff will ask to take a copy of the Good Faith Effort Checklist, Seating Charts, Testing Schedule, Medical Non-participation Form and/or Extraordinary Circumstance Forms.

Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) or Program Service Plans (PSPs) will be reviewed through the Infinite Campus (IC) student identification system; copies of 504 Plans may be requested by visiting OAA staff. Alternate Assessment and Accountability Folders (AAAF) will not be requested during these site visits.

The documents used by OAA staff to collect information during the visits are attached below.  Please share information about the visits and the documents that will be used with your BACs and Principals or other appropriate staff.
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	2016 FEBRUARY DAC MEETINGS TRAINING VIDEOS/MATERIALS AVAILABLE
If district and school staff missed the DAC meetings in February, want to share the information with someone else, or review the presentations yourself, videos of each section are now available on the KDE website. The videos follow the meeting agenda.

2016 DAC Meetings Agenda
· Opening – Hot Topics, Test Security and Accountability
· SDRR
· Accommodations and Text Reader 
· K-PREP
· Alternate K-PREP
· High School, including Early Graduates (EOC, ACT, Compass, KYOTE, ASVAB, KOSSA, WorkKeys and Industry Certificates)

Each of the topics above has a video and accompanying PowerPoint available to assist district and school staff with spring testing. These are available under Assessment and Accountability/Meetings and Trainings on the KDE website at the following link http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/Presentations.aspx.

Additional February 2016 DAC Meeting handouts are available under Assessment and Accountability/DAC Meetings on the KDE website at the following link http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/DACMeetings.aspx.
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	ACCESS FOR ELLS 2.0® SCORE REPORTS
Kentucky’s score reports for ACCESS 2.0 will be available in WIDA AMS as well as paper copies sent to districts starting on April 18. 

Links to Webinar sessions for ACCESS 2.0 Score Reports are below. These webinars are for the states and districts that are wanting more information on the ACCESS 2.0 score reports in WIDA AMS for ACCESS 2.0 paper/pencil, online and for Alternate ACCESS testing.
Monday, April 18 - ACCESS Score Reports (11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. CT) Join
Wednesday, April 20 - ACCESS Score Reports (1:00-2:00 p.m. CT) Join
Monday, April 25 - ACCESS Score Reports (11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. CT) Join
Wednesday, April 27 - ACCESS Score Reports (1:00-2:00 p.m. CT) Join
A training module is available as a resource on the ACCESS 2.0 score reports below.

Module for WIDA AMS: Accessing Score Reports 
The participant limit has been increased to 1,000 attendees. If districts have questions after attending the ACCESS 2.0 score reports, please contact Chris Williams by phone (502) 564-4394 or e-mail chris.williams@education.ky.gov.

	

	SANDBOX VERSION OF SDRR
OAA opened the Sandbox in the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application today. It can be found at https://oaa-adc.education.ky.gov/Sandbox/. DACs may use the Sandbox to provide training and practice opportunities to new DACs and BACs. Users will use the same login credentials as SDRR. Please keep in mind that you will see live student data, so use caution if you take any screenshots for training materials, so that student data is not shared inadvertently. Note also that while you can make changes to students in the Sandbox, this is a test environment only and any changes made now will not affect actual student data.
 
The manual for spring rosters in SDRR is undergoing final review and revision, and we hope to post it on the KDE website soon at http://goo.gl/RwWyny. The opening and closing dates for spring rosters in SDRR have not yet been set, and the timing depends on the earliest and latest testing windows across the state. The testing windows are still being collected from a few districts. DACs will be notified as soon as the roster dates are determined.
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	KYOTE 2015-16 SCORES LOADED IN IC
The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) strives to publish assessment data in IC as it becomes available. In this spirit, the ACT KYOTE assessments for the 2015-16 school year have been loaded into IC. The scores that will be loaded include scores from August 2015 up until the end of January 2016. KDE will publish these scores to all districts beginning on April 13. 

You can e-mail Raymond Carter, if there are any questions on this matter. 
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ADMINISTRATION CODE
Breaks between test sections are required. Students shall be monitored during breaks if test materials are present.


	INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS
Dictionaries meeting specific criteria are allowed for EL students. The dictionaries must be bilingual or English and only provide word-to-word translations with no definitions. They may be printed or electronic versions. When using electronic versions capabilities such as internet connection or translating must be turned off. 


	Contact Information
Office of Assessment and Accountability
Division of Support and Research
(502) 564-4394
KDE DAC Information
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