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	Q:
	Should schools provide test preparation activities prior to spring testing?
	In this Issue:

	A:
	As we approach the spring testing season, please be mindful of the requirements on test preparation in the Administration Code for Kentucky’s Educational Assessment Program (703 KAR 5:080). Kentucky’s assessment system requires,

“1. Professional Ethics: The ethical standards of the education profession in 16 KAR 1:020 shall apply to certified personnel engaged in administering the state student assessment program. No test preparation practice shall violate the ethical standards of the education profession in 16 KAR 1:020. It shall be considered a violation of this regulation to alter student information (e.g., grade level) or data in the state student information system in order to access or to avoid testing. 
2. Educational Defensibility: Students and schools have the right to valid and reliable test results. All test preparation practices shall be designed and used for the purpose of increasing student learning. Activities that are created or implemented, before or during testing, for the sole purpose of artificially increasing test scores, and do not contribute to the students’ overall education are considered a violation of this regulation. 
3. Student Ownership: All assessment work shall be done entirely by the student. During test administration, students may be asked to read and sign a Student Honor Code that emphasizes the work included in the test is the student’s effort alone. If the student refuses to sign the honor code, testing should move forward.” (Page 3)

“District and school employees charged with test administration and oversight shall not require teachers and other staff to conduct test preparation or practice activities instead of regular classroom instruction. Teachers and other staff shall not be required to conduct test preparation or practice activities outside the normal work day.” (Page 13)

More information and training on the Administration Code can be located on the Assessment Regulations Training page.  If DACs have questions on specific test preparation strategies, please contact the Division of Support and Research at (502) 564-4394 or dacinfo@education.ky.gov.
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	Mar. 28-June 8:
	Order Additional K-PREP Test Materials (Regular and Accommodated) in PearsonAccess

	Apr. 18-May 27:
	Alternate K-PREP Testing Window 2

	Apr. 18-June 3:
	Alternate K-PREP Student Registration Database (SRD) Available for Score Entry

	Apr. 25:
	Education Town Hall Meeting in Northern Kentucky

	Apr. 25:
	Deadline for Completing February DAC Survey in CIITS

	Apr. 27:
	K-PREP Rosters Open in SDRR

	Apr. 27:
	Education Town Hall Meeting in Bowling Green

	Apr. 27:
	ACT State Organization Symposium Proposal Deadline

	Apr. 28:
	Education Town Hall Meeting in Murray

	Apr. 29:
	Deadline for WorkKeys Re-Testing

	Apr. 29:
	TRACK Electrical and TRACK Carpentry Testing Window Closes

	Apr. 29:
	KOSSA Pilot Testing Window Closes

	Apr. 30:
	Review QualityCore Rosters
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ACT QUALITYCORE ROSTERS (DAC ACTION REQUIRED)
Rosters created in the QualityCore system before April 1 should be checked to ensure that the rosters remain intact. Rosters intended for spring testing that were created before April 1, which included students that have already tested, will no longer appear in the system.  Please e-mail Kathy Moore by April 30 if you are missing rosters.  OAA is working with ACT on a solution.

[bookmark: _REVISED_2016_K-PREP_1]REVISED 2016 K-PREP GRADE 5 TEST ADMINISTRATOR MANUAL (TAM) 
All districts who are testing beginning May 2 will receive their revised 2016 K-PREP Grade 5 TAMs no later than Friday, April 29.  
 
The 2016 K-PREP Grade 5 TAM was printed with a portion of the Part 3: Accommodations section missing. The revised TAM (Revised April 2016 is printed on the front cover) is now available for use until the printed copies arrive under Assessment and Accountability/Assessments/K-PREP on the KDE website here. The Part 3: Accommodations section in the TAMs at other grades and the DAC/BAC manual are accurate.

[bookmark: _REGISTER_FOR_KAAC_1]REGISTER FOR KAAC 2016-17 NEW DAC INFORMATIONAL SEMINAR
The new District Assessment Coordinator Informational Seminar will be presented by the Kentucky Association for Assessment Coordinators (KAAC) on Wednesday, July 27, from 9 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. It will be held at Indiana Wesleyan University-Louisville Campus, 1500 Alliant Avenue in Louisville, KY 40213. 
For information about lodging and to register, visit: http://kaac.org/mod/forum/discuss.php?d=96#p110.
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TRACK is now in the last week of the testing window. All TRACK testing must be completed by April 29. Contact Sherri Craig at Sherri.Craig@education.ky.gov or (502)564-4286 ext. 4226, for questions regarding TRACK testing.
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KOSSA PILOT testing window closes April 29. Schools are strongly encouraged to participate. Contact Sherri Craig at Sherri.Craig@education.ky.gov or (502)564-4286 ext. 4226, for questions regarding KOSSA PILOT testing. 
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STUDENT DATA REVIEW AND ROSTER APPLICATION (SDRR)
SDRR will open Wednesday, April 27, for schools and districts to begin work with spring testing rosters. To assist districts with spring rosters, the SDRR User Manual for Spring Rosters is now available at the link below. 

http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/Student-Data-Review-and-Reporting.aspx
 
	



	APRIL DAC MONTHLY WEBCAST
Jennifer Stafford hosted the DAC Monthly Webcast on April 14 with assistance from several Division of Support and Research consultants. The topics discussed were:

1. Alternative School Track Back in SDRR – Chris Williams, Program Consultant
1. Alternate Assessment Clean Up – Kevin O’Hair, Program Consultant
1. ACT QualityCore Ordering (EOC) – Jennifer Stafford, Director
1. ACT Score Reports – Jenni Larkins, Program Consultant

The video and materials are available on KDE Media Portal and from the Meetings and Trainings page.
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	QUALITYCORE AGGREGATE REPORTS
Aggregate reports for QualityCore tests scored prior to April 2 will be available for schools and districts in early May 2016. Aggregate reports for QualityCore tests scored after April 4 are expected to be available in July. The time required to do the behind the scenes work to provide the reporting impacts the real time availability of score data within QualityCore. ACT is working to minimize the inconvenience and system downtime.

Individual student scores, however, will be available sooner depending on the mode of testing. Students who completed their exam using paper testing materials may expect to have reports available online no later than five business days after the documents are received at ACT. Students who completed their exam online may expect to have reports available online no later than 24-48 hours after testing.

For questions, please contact ACT QualityCore Customer Service at (866) 764-7228 or qualitycorecustomerservice@act.org.

	

	2015-16 KOSSA RESULTS AVAILABLE IN E-SESS 
School/district results from the 2015-16 KOSSA assessment are now available to KOSSA Coordinators, District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) and registered KOSSA Reporting Users. For access, refer to the instructions e-mailed on April 15 from Sherri Craig regarding how to access E-SESS and the KOSSA reports. The 2016 KOSSA State Report and the state level Performance Summary with Graph Report will be available soon on the KOSSA webpage at http://education.ky.gov/CTE/kossa/Pages/default.aspx.

For assistance, please contact Sherri Craig at Sherri.Craig@education.ky.gov or (502)-564-4286 Ext. 4226.

	

	FEEDBACK ON KENTUCKY WAIVER REQUEST MEASURING KENTUCKY SPEAKING AND LISTENING CONTENT STANDARDS
In a special e-mail to superintendents, Dr. Stephen Pruitt shared information of interest to District Assessment Coordinators (DACs). Please see the information below and the letter attached.

Dear Superintendents,

The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) is seeking feedback on its request for a waiver from measuring Kentucky’s speaking and listening content standards, which are part of the state’s reading/language arts academic content standards.  

As part of the peer review of state assessment systems required by the U.S. Department of Education (ED), ED has communicated that a state may request a limited waiver of the requirement that its assessment system cover the full range of its academic content standards for reading/language arts, if the standards include speaking and listening. Kentucky Academic Standards for reading/language arts include speaking and listening and may be accessed here. 

Kentucky is requesting this waiver because it is not practicable, at this time, to administer a large-scale summative assessment that includes speaking and listening standards. Kentucky is requesting the waiver through the 2016-17 school year. 

The draft Kentucky Department of Education waiver request letter is attached. KDE welcomes your comments and those of others in your school district on this matter prior to submission of the letter to ED. Comments and feedback may be sent to Mary Ann Miller, Executive Director of the Kentucky Board of Education, at maryann.miller@education.ky.gov. Comments will be accepted until the close of business on Wednesday, April 20.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,
Stephen L. Pruitt, Ph.D.
Commissioner of Education


	


	STUDENT REGISTRATION DATABASE (SRD) CLEAN-UP FOR ALTERNATE K-PREP
As discussed during the February DAC meetings/trainings, the Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) will ask that districts review and request changes made to the Alternate K-PREP rosters housed in the SRD during Window 2. 

The information provided in the attachments will assist in the review, as the primary purpose of conducting this work now is to eliminate unnecessary work for districts in the fall during the official data review period. The intended goal is to make the data as clean and up-to-date as possible before it is delivered for first round reports released in August. The attachments contain a PowerPoint, which describes the process and the requested work to be completed. There is also a 2 page document that walks you through the steps to completion. The spreadsheet will contain the information being requested for change, it also contains an example of how to mark the requested changes that need to be completed by OAA staff. 

Most changes will have to be completed by department level staff. Select which option along with the student information being requested and those corrections will be applied once the spreadsheet has been submitted. On slide 16 of the training, information is shared on how to name your spreadsheet before submitting to assist in identifying and tracking changes for each individual district. All changes must be submitted by June 3 before the SRD closes for the current school year. It is recommended to submit as early as possible to be able to assist in answering any questions if those situations occur.

Please submit your completed spreadsheet named as shown in slide 16 of the training to Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov by no later than June 3. If you have questions or concerns please submit e-mails to Kevin O’Hair at the e-mail address shown in the line above, or by calling (502) 564-4394.
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	ALTERNATE K-PREP WINDOW 2 TO BEGIN
The second Alternate K-PREP testing window to administer Attainment Tasks (AT) will begin Monday, April 18. This test window assesses content standards for reading, mathematics, science, social studies and writing. No tasks for Window 2 may be administered before April 18. 

Instruction may continue into the testing window as long as the content provided is not derived from the actual Attainment Tasks being administered. Once the task administration begins, all instruction for that standard should cease until after the task administration has been completed. The second testing window will end May 27.

Any make-up tests for Window 1, not yet administered, may continue into Window 2. For questions about administering the second Alternate K-PREP window or a make-up for the first window, please contact Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov.

	

	STUDENT REGISTRATION DATABASE (SRD) TO OPEN
Score entry in the SRD for test Window 2 will officially open on April 18. Teachers who had access to enter scores during Window 1 will continue to have access for score entry during Window 2. District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) will have the same level of access that was provided during the earlier window.
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ADMINISTRATION CODE
Double check to make sure every student’s materials, test booklets and SRBs, are collected before leaving the room at the end of every test session.


	INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS
Accommodations should not be a substitute for high-quality instruction.


	Contact Information
Office of Assessment and Accountability
Division of Support and Research
(502) 564-4394
KDE DAC Information
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