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	Q:
	When will the ACT National Scores for 2015-16 be loaded into Infinite Campus (IC)?
	In this Issue:

	A:
	The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) strives to publish assessment data in IC as it becomes available. The ACT National assessments for the 2015-16 school year have been loaded into IC. KDE will publish these scores to all districts beginning on May 3. 

The scores that will be published include a few scores from September, October, December 2015 and scores from February 2016 assessments.

If there are any questions about the ACT National Scores for 2015-16 being loaded in IC, e-mail Raymond Carter.
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	Mar. 28-June 8:
	Order Additional K-PREP Test Materials (Regular and Accommodated) in PearsonAccess

	Apr. 18-May 27:
	Alternate K-PREP Testing Window 2

	Apr. 18-June 3:
	Alternate K-PREP Student Registration Database (SRD) Available for Score Entry

	May 3:
	ACT National Scores Loaded in IC

	June 13:
	SDRR Closes for Spring Testing (New Change Requests)

	June 17:
	SDRR Closes for  Spring Testing (Finalized Change Requests at 5:00 ET)

	July 15:
	Deadline for Scott Trimble Workshop on Instruction and Assessment Call for Proposals

	July 22:
	Deadline for KAAC BAC and DAC of the Year Nominations

	July 27:
	KAAC 2016 New DAC Informational Seminar
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Make plans to attend the 2016 Scott Trimble Assessment Workshop October 17-18 at the Galt House in Louisville.  You will leave the conference with a range of ideas that can be implemented immediately.

The Kentucky Association for Assessment Coordinators (KAAC) invites you to submit proposals for the 2016 Scott Trimble Assessment Workshop. The theme this year is “Making an Impact”. 

Keynote speakers will include Kentucky Commissioner of Education Dr. Stephen Pruitt, KDE Associate Commissioner of the Office of Assessment and Accountability Rhonda Sims, and KDE Director of the Division of Support and Research Jennifer Stafford. 

Does your school have an innovated method to reach all students and bridge the achievement gap? Have you discovered a way to reach all students in your classroom? Successful proposals will share practices helping students prepare for college and career success. Share your success with educators from across the Commonwealth and receive free registration to the Scott Trimble Assessment Workshop. Deadline for proposal submission is on or before July 15. You will receive notification of acceptance in early August.

Click on the link to enter your proposal, http://kaac.org/mod/feedback/view.php?id=25

Be a part of the conversation as we continue to work for College and Career Readiness for all Kentucky students and as we move toward future changes in Kentucky!
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The Kentucky Association for Assessment Coordinators (KAAC) is now accepting nominations for the annual Building Assessment Coordinator (BAC) and the District Assessment Coordinator (DAC) of the year awards. To submit a nomination, please complete the nomination form at the link below by close of business on July 22. Winners will be recognized at the annual conference in October. The form will ask for your contact information and that of two additional people in support of this nomination. If you have questions, please contact KAAC at: bjones@kaac.org.
BAC of the Year: http://kaac.org/mod/feedback/view.php?id=27
DAC of the Year: http://kaac.org/mod/feedback/view.php?id=29
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Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) has updated the Graduation Rate Data (Cohort) web page. It contains documents related to formulas, rate definition, FAQ and training materials. There are also links to cohort graduation data in the School Report Card and Open House. Districts can find this webpage at: http://education.ky.gov/AA/Reports/Pages/Graduation-Rate-Data.aspx .
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State Reports
The 2016 KOSSA State Report and the State Level Standard Performance Summary with Graph Report are now available on the KOSSA webpage at http://education.ky.gov/CTE/kossa/Pages/default.aspx. 

School Level Reports
KOSSA Coordinators are responsible for distributing performance reports to all stakeholders (teachers and administrators) for their school, as appropriate. The KOSSA performance reports available in E-SESS provide valuable feedback to teachers in identifying gaps in curriculum and making adjustments to instructional practices.
New 2016 KOSSA Certificates are now available in E-SESS
1. KOSSA Coordinators can now download and print their school’s certificates from E-SESS.
1. Office of Career and Technical Education(OCTE) will not be providing any hardcopies of this year’s KOSSA certificates. KOSSA Coordinators are responsible for printing their school’s 2016 KOSSA certificates and providing a copy to students.
1. KOSSA Coordinators have been e-mailed instructions for access to KOSSA certificates in E-SESS. 

Contact Sherri Craig at Sherri.Craig@education.ky.gov or (502) 564-4286 ext. 4226 with any KOSSA questions.
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Retesting for ACT WorkKeys ended April 29, in order for KDE to generate and e-mail the National Career Readiness Certificates (NCRC) in time for your awards night and/or graduation.

Certificates are generated on a weekly basis. All certificates earned so far have been e-mailed to the primary ACT WorkKeys coordinators at each school. It is extremely important to check for spelling errors or if there are any missing certificates. If so, please e-mail Angie Fischer, angie.fischer@education.ky.gov. It is the school’s responsibility to print the certificates to distribute to students. If possible, the certificate should be on weighted paper and printed in color.

Thank you for all your hard work with ACT WorkKeys testing and congratulations on the certificates earned.
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TEST PREPARATION PRIOR TO SPRING TESTING
As we approach the spring testing season, please be mindful of the requirements on test preparation in the Administration Code for Kentucky’s Educational Assessment Program (703 KAR 5:080). Kentucky’s assessment system requires,

“1. Professional Ethics: The ethical standards of the education profession in 16 KAR 1:020 shall apply to certified personnel engaged in administering the state student assessment program. No test preparation practice shall violate the ethical standards of the education profession in 16 KAR 1:020. It shall be considered a violation of this regulation to alter student information (e.g., grade level) or data in the state student information system in order to access or to avoid testing. 
2. Educational Defensibility: Students and schools have the right to valid and reliable test results. All test preparation practices shall be designed and used for the purpose of increasing student learning. Activities that are created or implemented, before or during testing, for the sole purpose of artificially increasing test scores, and do not contribute to the students’ overall education are considered a violation of this regulation. 
3. Student Ownership: All assessment work shall be done entirely by the student. During test administration, students may be asked to read and sign a Student Honor Code that emphasizes the work included in the test is the student’s effort alone. If the student refuses to sign the honor code, testing should move forward.” (Page 3)

“District and school employees charged with test administration and oversight shall not require teachers and other staff to conduct test preparation or practice activities instead of regular classroom instruction. Teachers and other staff shall not be required to conduct test preparation or practice activities outside the normal work day.” (Page 13)

More information and training on the Administration Code can be located on the Assessment Regulations Training page. If DACs have questions on specific test preparation strategies, please contact the Division of Support and Research at (502) 564-4394 or dacinfo@education.ky.gov.
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	ISSUE IDENTIFIED IN PRE-POPULATED STUDENT INFORMATION SENT TO PEARSON (Special DAC E-mail April 28)
The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) has discovered a systematic issue in the file sent to Pearson to populate student information on the Student Response Booklet (SRB). When student names were pulled from Infinite Campus (IC), if the student name contained a blank space or hyphen, the full name did not populate.

For spring testing, please verify the State Student Identification Number (SSID) on the SRB is correct. If the SSID is correct, please use the SRBs as printed. If the pre-populated SSID is incorrect, please void the incorrect SRB and bubble a new one.

KDE will match the SSID to demographic data in IC and provide Pearson complete student information, including full name, during the update process in the summer prior to reporting. Aggregate and Individual Student Reports will be correct.

Questions may be sent to dacinfo@education.ky.gov or call (502) 564-4394.


	

	REVISED 2016 K-PREP GRADE 5 TEST ADMINISTRATOR MANUAL (TAM) 
All districts who are testing beginning May 2 will receive their revised 2016 K-PREP Grade 5 TAMs no later than Friday, April 29.

The 2016 K-PREP Grade 5 TAM was printed with a portion of the Part 3: Accommodations section missing. The revised TAM (Revised April 2016 is printed on the front cover) is now available for use until the printed copies arrive under Assessment and Accountability/Assessments/K-PREP on the KDE website here. The Part 3: Accommodations section in the TAMs at other grades and the DAC/BAC manual are accurate.

	

	STUDENT DATA REVIEW and ROSTER APPLICATION (SDRR) (Special DAC E-mail April 27)
SDRR opened on Wednesday, April 27 at 9:00 a.m. ET, for schools and districts to begin work with spring testing rosters. It will close for new change requests on June 13 and finalize change requests on June 17 at 5:00 p.m. ET. To assist districts with spring rosters, the SDRR User Manual for Spring Rosters as well as SDRR screencasts are available on the SDRR page. 

For specific training materials/videos see links below:
1. From the February DAC Meetings - SDRR 
1. From the April DAC Monthly Webcast – Alternative School Track Back in SDRR. The video and materials are available on KDE Media Portal and from the Meetings and Trainings page.

SANDBOX VERSION OF SDRR
OAA opened the Sandbox in the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application. It can be found at https://oaa-adc.education.ky.gov/Sandbox/. DACs may use the Sandbox to provide training and practice opportunities to new DACs and BACs. Users will log in with the same credentials as SDRR. Please keep in mind that users will see live student data. Use caution if any screenshots are taken for training materials, so that student data is not shared inadvertently. Note also that while users can make changes to students in the Sandbox, this is a test environment only and any changes made will not affect actual student data.

	

	ACT QUALITYCORE ROSTERS (DAC ACTION REQUIRED)
Rosters created in the QualityCore system before April 1 should be checked to ensure that the rosters remain intact. Rosters intended for spring testing that were created before April 1, which included students that have already tested, will no longer appear in the system. OAA is working with ACT on a solution.

	

	REGISTER FOR KAAC 2016-17 NEW DAC INFORMATIONAL SEMINAR
The new District Assessment Coordinator Informational Seminar will be presented by the Kentucky Association for Assessment Coordinators (KAAC) on Wednesday, July 27, from 9 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. It will be held at Indiana Wesleyan University-Louisville Campus, 1500 Alliant Avenue in Louisville, KY 40213. 
For information about lodging and to register, visit: http://kaac.org/mod/forum/discuss.php?d=96#p110.
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ADMINISTRATION CODE
Embed test-taking strategies into regular instruction throughout the year.


	INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS
Accommodations are transitional strategies that should be faded as appropriate.


	Contact Information
Office of Assessment and Accountability
Division of Support and Research
(502) 564-4394
KDE DAC Information
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