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	[bookmark: _QUESTION_OF_THE_1]QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
	

	Q:
	[bookmark: _GoBack]When will ACT have student scores in the QualityCore online system for end-of-course (EOC) removing three flawed items from the current Algebra II exam?
	In this Issue:

	A:
	For students who have tested and received their scores since April 4, 2016, ACT rescored their results without those three items. ACT corrected student scores and the new scores are currently in the QualityCore online system. 

There were a total of 5,000 students who received scores that included the three flawed items. When ACT completed the rescore, less than 2% of the students’ scale score were impacted by plus or minus one point.

As a reminder from the May 11, 2016 Special DAC E-mail, students who have tested but not yet received scores as well as students who are currently testing, the three flawed items will not be included in individual student score reports. For the Algebra II impacted students whose previous scores were already included in their final grades, local staff should consider revisiting those final grades when corrected scores arrive on Monday.
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	[bookmark: _QUESTION_OF_THE]Important Dates

	Mar. 28-June 8:
	Order Additional K-PREP Test Materials (Regular and Accommodated) in PearsonAccess

	Apr. 18-May 27:
	Alternate K-PREP Testing Window 2

	Apr. 18-June 3:
	Alternate K-PREP Student Registration Database (SRD) Available for Score Entry

	June 13:
	SDRR Closes for Spring Testing (New Change Requests)

	June 17:
	SDRR Closes for Spring Testing (Finalized Change Requests at 5:00 p.m. ET)

	June 30:
	Deadline for School Reconfiguration Requests

	July 15:
	Deadline for Scott Trimble Workshop on Instruction and Assessment Call for Proposals

	July 22:
	Deadline for KAAC BAC and DAC of the Year Nominations

	July 27:
	KAAC 2016 New DAC Informational Seminar
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MAY DAC MONTHLY WEBCAST
Jennifer Stafford hosted the DAC Monthly Webcast on May 12 with assistance from Rhonda Sims, Associate Commissioner of the Office of Assessment and Accountability and Karen Kidwell, Director in the Division of Program Standards. Future broadcasts are scheduled for the second Thursday of each month. The topics discussed were:

1. Science Standards
1. Cognitive Labs
1. State Science Assessment

The video and materials are available on KDE Media Portal and from the Meetings and Trainings page.


[bookmark: _IEP_NOT_SYNCING]INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PLANS (IEP) NOT SYNCING WITH INFINITE CAMPUS (IC)
Due to an issue with the syncing of valid, locked IEPs from district to state, many districts are reporting that their IEP data is not appearing correctly in the Student Data Review and Roster (SDRR) application. Infinite Campus believed the Campus.1617 release and a manual sync would correct the issue; but has been unable to successfully sync all valid, locked IEPs at this time. We suggest you complete the steps described below to force a manual sync of the data to State Edition and update the nightly SDRR file.

A valid, locked IEP must have the Special Ed Status, Special Ed Setting, and Primary Disability populated when printed, a user with appropriate tool rights can unlock the IEP and then lock it again. This should trigger a manual sync of the IEP data to State Edition.

For questions contact Raymond Carter at raymond.carter@education.ky.gov or  Enterprise Data/KSIS team.
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	[bookmark: _ACCESS_FOR_ELLS][bookmark: _Third_Article_1][bookmark: _KAAC_CONFERENCE_CALL]ACCOMMODATED TESTING FORM
All 2016 K-PREP Accommodated Testing Materials (Braille, Audio, Large-Print and Text Reader) should use Form 1 of the student test booklet. Each of the kits come with a paper copy of the Form 1 student test booklet, except for Text Reader which is web based. When using Text Reader (grades 3-8) and need a paper copy of the student test materials, use Form 1. For 2016, there are three forms of the test for grades 5, 6, 8, 10 and 11 where on-demand writing is administered.

	[bookmark: _Third_Article]

	NOTIFY OAA OF DAC CHANGES
Please notify the Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) with any District Assessment Coordinator (DAC) changes. Use the link here to update information for DACs during 2016-17. Even if nothing has changed, please go ahead and update the form to ensure the latest contact information. Thanks for your cooperation in this.

	

	[bookmark: _Newsy_Notes_1][bookmark: _Newsy_Notes][bookmark: _Previous_Topics]SYNCING ISSUE WITH VALID, LOCKED IEPS
UPDATE from the Enterprise Data/KSIS Team on May 9: Due to an issue with the syncing of valid, locked Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) from district to state, many districts are reporting that student IEP data is not appearing correctly in the Student Data Review and Roster (SDRR) application. Infinite Campus (IC) believes this syncing issue will be corrected with the Campus.1617 release scheduled to go to production on Wednesday evening, May 11. 

Districts may choose to wait for the release to resolve the syncing issue or complete the steps described below to force a manual sync of the data to State Edition and update the nightly SDRR file. Once IC is synced correctly, the IEP should appear in SDRR the following day. If there are any issues the following day, please contact the Enterprise Data/KSIS team.

A valid, locked IEP must have the Special Ed Status, Special Ed Setting, and Primary Disability fields populated when printed. To trigger a manual sync of the IEP data to State Edition, a user with appropriate tool rights can unlock the IEP and then lock it again.


	

	TEXT READER TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
Use of the Text Reader for K-PREP grades 3-8 require certain technical specifications for the various systems that can be used this year. Attached are the specifications that are required to run the Text Reader player. Systems that are not specifically listed on the sheet are not supported for the 2016 version of the K-PREP Text Reader. If you have questions please contact Cindy Warren at cindy.warren@education.ky.gov or call (502) 564-4394.

	

	COHORT 2014-15 5-YEAR AND 2015-16 4-YEAR STUDENT LISTINGS: FOR YOUR INFORMATION ONLY
The 2014-15 5-year and 2015-16 4-year student listings are available in SDRR for review. This is NOT data review that will occur after the end of the school year. The reports allow you the opportunity to review the students accountable to your district/school as of April 29. Currently, grade 12 students are listed as on-time for these preliminary reports. After the end of the school year, all students will show as not on time if the student did not earn a regular high school diploma by the end of the school year. The review manual is located under Current SDRR Manuals here.

Questions concerning the Cohort student listings may be directed to Tina Logan via phone (502) 564-9853 ext. 4740, e-mail tina.logan@education.ky.gov or Skype; or David Curd via phone (502) 564-9853 ext. 4744, e-mail david.curd@education.ky.gov or Skype.
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	SCHOOL SERVICE AREAS (RECONFIGURATION REQUESTS)
OAA asks that DACs submit information on schools with service area changes for the 2016-17 school year by June 30. Changes to school service area (reconfiguration) requests need to be made if:

1. the grade range in a school changes,
1. a new school is opened,
1. a school is closed,
1. a school boundary changes, or
1. a shift in student population of more than 40% occurs

The link to reconfiguration spreadsheet and instructions can be found here.

703 KAR 5:240--Accountability administrative procedures and guidelines, provides the stable population definition as follows: “A school shall be considered to have a stable population, if as a result of a change in service area boundaries or local board of education policies affecting student population served by a school, the population of the school remains at sixty percent or higher of its original students from the previous year in the accountability grades.”

Note: Accountability grades include K-2 due to the inclusion of Program Reviews. Therefore, submit counts including all grades in each school between K-12. 

	

	CLARIFICATION AROUND FLAGS
During the Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational Progress (K-PREP) test administration, flags do not need to be covered or taken down (i.e., American or state flags). 

The Administration Code for Kentucky’s Educational Assessment Program states, “Materials containing content information or strategies for solving problems must be covered or removed from classroom walls, bulletin boards, or other surfaces (e.g., ceilings, floors, blinds, windows, and clothing) during testing sessions.”

Flags do not contain content nor give an advantage to students during testing.

	

	EOC ISSUES
First, on Thursday, May 5, ACT confirmed an issue with their QualityCore end-of-course (EOC) Algebra II test form used since April 4, 2016. On Friday, May 6 the Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) announced the issue in a Special DAC E-Mail. ACT confirmed that on printed test forms with student pre-populated demographic data, the Pi symbol was turned sideways in three questions. On the online version and printed test books without pre-populated demographic data, the Pi symbol was displayed correctly. 
 
Effective immediately, ACT has suspended scoring of Algebra II tests.  ACT will remove the three flawed items from the current Algebra II exam and rescore all students (online and paper/pencil with and without Pi symbol flaw). This will result in a reduced number of items and raw score points reported overall and by Nonpolynomial Functions Reporting Category subcategory. 

For students who have tested and received their scores since April 4, 2016, ACT will rescore their results without those three items. ACT will have the corrected student scores in the QualityCore online system by Monday, May 16, 2016.  For students who have tested but not yet received scores as well as students who are currently testing, the three flawed items will not be included in individual student score reports. Starting Monday, May 16, ACT will post the scores in the online system up to 48 hours after online testing and within five days after the receipt of the test materials at scoring center.

We understand the Algebra II assessment is included in both student and school accountability and has the potential to negatively affect both. For this reason, the OAA has removed any negative impact of the flawed items from the student and school scores. For school accountability, the state will use corrected scores without the three items. For student accountability, scores without the three flawed items can be used in a student’s final grade. For the Algebra II impacted students whose previous scores were already included in their final grades, local staff should consider revisiting those final grades when corrected scores arrive on Monday.

ACT sincerely regrets this incident and the inconvenience it has caused to all concerned. OAA would like to thank the schools and districts who brought the flawed items to our attention. Working together, we can resolve issues in a timely manner. If you have any questions, please contact the Division of Support and Research at dacinfo@education.ky.gov or (502) 564-4394.

Second, Technical Issues (DAC ACTION REQUIRED) (UPDATE)
Please relay the following information to the appropriate district/school technology staff:

Multiple districts have reported problems with ACT QualityCore EOC online testing such as graphics not displaying or students being logged off while testing. The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) has been working with ACT to address the issues.

District technology staff should revisit information shared earlier in the year to ensure that computers are properly prepared for testing. Below are a number of helpful resources to achieve a successful testing experience.

Technology Guide
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/act-qualitycore/administer.html

ACT Technology Requirements
See QC Intro PDF to the right

Computer Compatibility Test
http://www.qualitycore.act.org/compatibility-test/ 

There is no refresh button for use during testing. If images are not displaying correctly when the item is initially selected, students can move back to the prior item or forward to the next and then return to the initial item.

Should you encounter problems while testing, follow the directions in the Quick Guide for reporting problems while in progress. The guide includes contact numbers for KDE and ACT and a list of information that should be collected before placing the call.

As there are a variety of methods in which to limit network activity during this critical time to ensure responsiveness and minimize disruption, KDE encourages DACs to work with their local Education Technology staff to implement any active measures needed to ensure that the testing experience is positive for our students.


	













































	GENERAL EDUCATION TEACHERS NEEDED FOR SUMMER WORK 
OAA will be conducting two separate working sessions this summer for the Alternate K-PREP. Only spots for general education teachers are still needed.

On Monday, June 6 through Wednesday, June 8, a three-day meeting will be held to work on science standards/tasks. 

The Alternate K-PREP Standards Validation work will occur June 14-17 to validate standards for reading, writing, mathematics and social studies. A list of teachers needed along with dates for each content area is provided below. 

If your district has a general education teacher fitting the criteria above that you would like to recommend for this activity, contact Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov no later than May 13. Please check with your teachers before recommending them, as this work does occur over summer break. A $150.00 stipend (anyone not under contract with the district on the selected day of participation) plus meals and mileage will be offered per day to anyone selected to participate. Also, anyone traveling more than 75 miles each way will be able to request overnight lodging. Selections will be filled on a first come, first serve basis. Once all positions have been filled those recommended but not selected will be put on a contact list for future work. Additional information regarding location will be provided once the participants have been confirmed.

General Education Teachers Needed:

	

		Content Area
	Grade Span
	Date(s) of Participation
	Teachers Needed

	Reading/Writing
	Elementary
	June 14 and 15
	3 general education 

	Reading/Writing
	Middle
	June 14 and 15
	2 general education 

	Reading/Writing
	High
	June 14 and 15
	3 general education 

	Mathematics
	Elementary
	June 16
	1 general education 

	Mathematics
	Middle
	June 16
	3 general education 

	Mathematics
	High
	June 16
	3 general education 

	Social Studies
	Elementary
	June 17
	3 general education 

	Social Studies
	Middle
	June 17
	3 general education 

	Social Studies
	High
	June 17
	3 general education 

	Science
	Elementary
	June 6-8
	2 general education 

	Science
	Middle
	June 6-8
	1 general education 

	Science
	High
	June 6-8
	3 general education 



	

	
	

	Testing Tips

	
ADMINISTRATION CODE
Test materials shall never be left unattended in any unsecure areas.

Alternate Assessment materials are considered secure and shall be treated as such.

Test materials stored in classrooms require a double lock—a closet, desk, cabinet, etc. and the classroom door. 

Students are never to be left alone with test materials whether in a school or a home/hospital setting.

	

	INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS
Students in hospital or homebound settings who are physically able to test without endangering health are to participate in the assessment.

	

	[bookmark: _Testing_Tips]Contact Information
Office of Assessment and Accountability
Division of Support and Research
(502) 564-4394
KDE DAC Information
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