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	Monday DAC E-Mail

	August 8, 2016
	

	[bookmark: _QUESTION_OF_THE_1][bookmark: _GoBack]QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
	Assessment Calendar

	Q:
	Where can District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) and Building Assessment Coordinators (BACs) find a list of assessment dates?

	In this Issue:

	A:
	The Division of Assessment Support (DAS) would like to introduce a new electronic assessment calendar. 

The Assessment Calendar link appears at the top of the right-hand column in the Monday DAC E-Mail.

This calendar is connected to the KDE DAC Information (dacinfo) mailbox and may be opened in Outlook like any other calendar. 

This new format allows DAS to add more details to each entry, including the articles from the Monday E-Mails and any pertinent documents, links or PowerPoints. Within the Assessment Calendar access to the detailed information can be gained by double-clicking on the calendar entry. 

Please send comments concerning the calendar and ways to improve it to the KDE DAC Information mailbox.

	Back-to-School Trainings

New Scores in IC

Scott Trimble Workshop

SDRR Assistance

Previous Topics
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	August 1-12:
	ACCESS for ELLs® Data Review

	August 11:
	DAC Monthly Webcast

	August 15:
	Reset Passwords for the ACT QualityCore system 

	August 15-23:
	Pre-Quality Control (QC) Data Review for New Change Requests (tentative dates)

	August 24:
	Pre-Quality Control (QC) Data Review for Resolution of Pending Change Requests (tentative date)

	August 24:
	Deadline for Scott Trimble Assessment Proposal Submission

	August 30:
	Data Validation Verification Deadline for Learning Environment and Finance Tabs in School Report Card

	August 31:
	Deadline for Identifying and Registering KOSSA Coordinator

	August 31:
	Deadline for Identifying and Registering ACT WorkKeys Coordinator

	September 14:
	Quality Control Day (tentative date)

	

	[bookmark: _ACCOUNTABILITY_CALCULATOR_INFORMATI][bookmark: _School_Report_Card_1][bookmark: _First_Article_1][bookmark: _SCHOOL_REPORT_CARD][bookmark: _2016_BACK-TO-SCHOOL_TRAININGS]2016 BACK-TO-SCHOOL TRAININGS
Recorded videos and PowerPoints are available for Back-to-School assessment trainings. As the year progresses, additional in-depth training sessions will be offered on various assessment topics. Links to trainings and materials are on the Meetings and Trainings page; all videos are located on the KDE Media Portal.

2016 Back-to-School Trainings Overview and Hot Topics
Presented by: Jennifer Stafford
Accountability and assessment changes are covered and an introduction for the other Back-to-School videos is presented.
Video
PowerPoint

2016 Back-to-School Trainings ACCESS for ELLs
Presented by: Chris Williams
Additional in-depth trainings will be available this fall for W-APT and ACCESS for ELLs.
Video
PowerPoint

2016 Back-to-School Trainings Testing Special Populations
Presented by: Cindy Warren and Kevin O’Hair
This includes information on the K-PREP Text Reader and Alternate Assessment.
Video
PowerPoint

2016 Back-to-School Trainings Resources and Test Security
Presented by: Joy Barr and Casey Duvall
New resources, such as an assessment calendar are reviewed, followed by the importance of test security.
Video
PowerPoint

2016 Back-to-School Trainings End-of-Course (EOC)
Presented by: Pamela Powers (KDE) and Nicole Handy (ACT QualityCore)
The EOC trainings provide an in-depth look into how to use the QualityCore system. This is the main training that will be produced for 2016-17. It is suggested that the viewer begin with session 1, since each training builds upon the previous session.

EOC 1 of 3 (Policies)
Video
PowerPoint

EOC 2 of 3 (Setup and Administration)
Video
PowerPoint

EOC 3 of 3 (Procedures and Resources)
Video
PowerPoint
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SDRR
Secure Web App
PearsonAccess
CIITS

@KDE
ACCESS for ELLs
ACT
Alternate K-PREP
College/Career Readiness
End-of-Course
K-PREP
KYOTE

DAC E-Mails

School Report Card
Open House

Helpful Links
ACT
KAAC
NAEP
Pearson
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The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) is no longer creating manuals for the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application. Instead, information from the manuals has been reorganized and incorporated into the large, red Help button at the top right of every page in SDRR. This makes help instantly available from within the application. The same help may be accessed from https://goo.gl/6GhdGk. 

Additional help is available via screencasts/brief narrated videos showing various functions within SDRR from the Student Data Review and Rosters web page. 

Other features of the Help button include an updated accountability tool, a quiz for use in training and practice with various accountability scenarios. Users can test their knowledge about accountability in complete anonymity; the correct accountability for each situation will appear after submission of the answers.

Please share these links with schools and other district staff. OAA hopes that the updated Help button will be a valuable resource for SDRR users to make system use easier. 

OAA encourages all SDRR users to submit improvement suggestions to KDEAssessment@education.ky.gov.
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Make plans to attend the Scott Trimble Workshop on Instruction and Assessment 2016 on October 17-18 at the Galt House in Louisville. This conference is sponsored by the Kentucky Association for Assessment Coordinators (KAAC). The theme this year is Making an Impact. The sessions will focus on using instruction and assessment data to guide/steer classrooms, schools, and districts toward continuous improvement. There are sessions being offered for elementary, middle, high school teachers and administrators, DACs, BACs, and superintendents.

Register at: https://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.aspx?EventID=1870638

Contact Information: Bethany Jones, bjones@kaac.org or Erica Thompson, erica.thompson@jefferson.kyschools.us.
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	[bookmark: _ASVAB,_KOSSA,_NCRC]ASVAB, KOSSA, NCRC AND INDUSTRY CERTIFICATION SCORES IN INFINITE CAMPUS (IC)
The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) strives to publish assessment data in Infinite Campus (IC) as it becomes available. In this spirit, ASVAB, KOSSA, NCRC and the Industry Certification scores for the 2015-16 school year have been loaded into IC. KDE will publish these scores to all districts beginning on Tuesday, August 9. 

Please e-mail Raymond Carter with any questions on this matter.
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2016 K-PREP STUDENT DATA AVAILABLE IN PEARSONACCESS
(From Special DAC E-Mail)
The Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational Progress (K-PREP) student data is NOW available electronically in PearsonAccess. The release provides initial results to support work with individual students in the upcoming school year and meets reporting expectations in Kentucky legislation. 

Getting Ready
Per the August 1 DAC Monday E-Mail, returning and new DACs should have received an e-mail from kyhelp@support.pearson.com granting them access to their PearsonAccess account. If an e-mail has not been received from kyhelp, please e-mail dacinfo@education.ky.gov for assistance from the Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA). For other access issues contact Pearson by phone at 1-888-437-1430 or e-mail (kyhelp@support.pearson.com).

Data Available
Spring 2016 K-PREP individual student results include: 
1. grades 3-8 reading, mathematics;
1. grades 5 and 8 social studies; 
1. grades 5, 6, 8, 10 and 11 on-demand writing; 
1. grades 3-12 Alternate Assessment Attainment Tasks; and
1. Stanford 10 national percentiles for reading and mathematics (grades 3-8), science (grades 4, 7), social studies (grades 5, 8) and language mechanics (grades 4, 6).
Note: Student Growth Percentiles, School/District Summary Reports and Individual Student Reports will be provided in PearsonAccess at a later date. End-of-Course (EOC) results were available after testing in the Pacific Metrics platform soon after testing.

Cut Scores
Cut Scores for K-PREP, Alternate K-PREP and End-of-Course are included in the document below. Cut scores remain the same for the majority of scores. The high school Language Mechanics score will now be generated from the ACT instead of ACT Plan. During a validation process this summer, teachers suggested slight changes to the Alternate K-PREP scores.

Data Sharing
The data provided in the August 3 release is provided for school and district use only. It is confidential data and should be treated as such according to FERPA and student privacy expectations. Printed individual student reports will arrive in districts to be distributed following the Public Release of scores. Public release is tentatively scheduled for the end of September or early October.

KDE does not provide state data or school/district summary data with the August release. OAA cautions that self-generated summary reports from data files with only tested students will not match the 100-day accountability data and will not be accurate. Also, data will likely change during the data review period. Should your district generate summaries of your results, KDE strongly encourages you to place a local embargo on this self-generated data similar to the embargo KDE uses. KDE embargoed data are limited to school and district leadership including BACs. Embargoed data must not be discussed in public meetings or with media outlets. The attached Nondisclosure Agreement may be used for this data.

Accountability Reporting
The data release will not reflect accountability. A data review process using the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application will be available mid- to late August. The data review allows schools and districts to double-check individual student accountability and demographics before public reporting. 

Notifying OAA
Since the data released should include all students tested, OAA needs to be alerted if the files do not appear complete or other areas of concern are identified. For example, if a school tested 400 grade 3 students, but the file includes only 300 students, OAA staff needs to know about the discrepancy. Please contact OAA with details at the general e-mail address kdeassessment@education.ky.gov as soon as any issue is identified.

File Formats 
Data in the PearsonAccess system are posted in school listings of all students tested. School listings contain scale scores, performance levels (NAPD) and national percentiles for the Stanford 10 norm-referenced tests. The school listings are provided in two formats 1) a PDF format that is static and, 2) an Excel format that may be sorted for different looks at the data. The school listing is organized by grade (i.e., 3, 4, 5), then by student names in alphabetical order (last name first). The district listing is organized alphabetically by the name of the school. 

Step-by-Step Directions 
Support documentation for PearsonAccess can be found at their Support Site. The PearsonAccess User’s Guide has step-by-step directions to complete specific tasks. The attachment shows step-by-step directions for accessing a published report.

Additionally, the Support Site contains training from spring 2016 that provides an overview of the system. Many steps, however, are geared to activities for the spring.

Assistance
If you have questions about the data release, please contact the Division of Support and Research at (502) 564-4394 or dacinfo@education.ky.gov or Jennifer.stafford@education.ky.gov. Issues with entering PearsonAccess must be addressed directly to Pearson as described above.

	

Top of Page


















	ACT DAC GUIDES SHIPPED
The 2016-17 edition of the ACT DAC Guide was shipped during the last week of July. Each district received one hard copy addressed to the DAC. Districts with multiple DACs received only a single copy. If a copy has not been received by mid-August, please check to see if another DAC, a prior DAC, or central office staff may be in possession of the shipment. Please contact Kathy Moore at kathy.moore@education.ky.gov, if a copy cannot be found in the district.
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	QUALITYCORE PASSWORDS RESET
Passwords for the QualityCore system will be reset on August 15. In order for the work to be performed, the system will not be accessible for testing on that day. DACs will receive two e-mails containing new passwords: 1) DTC (DAC) password and 2) STC (BAC) passwords. DACs should set new passwords on August 16 and forward the information to BACs so they can also set new passwords. Testing will be accessible as soon as passwords are reset.

	

	
2016 K-PREP STUDENT TEST DATA 
The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) will make available individual student data electronically via PearsonAccess. The tentative date for this release is Wednesday, August 3.This will provide schools and districts the initial results to support work with individual students in the upcoming school year and meets reporting expectations in Kentucky legislation. 

Getting Ready
To access the student data, DACs must have an established account in PearsonAccess. Returning DACs will continue to use their existing accounts. New DACs that have provided OAA their contact information should have received an automatic welcome e-mail from kyhelp@Support.pearson.com to establish their accounts. DACs with problems entering PearsonAccess must contact Pearson at the e-mail above or by phone at (888) 437-1430. Pearson staff is available Monday–Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. ET.
If DACs wish to have school level staff access and download individual student data, DACs may set within PearsonAccess who (i.e., BACs or Principals) may use the system. BACs or principals that have left the district will need to be deleted from PearsonAccess and new BACs added. Returning DACs will need to make updates, if anything has changed with address, e-mail, name, telephone number, to their own accounts or BAC staff. 
Data Available
Spring 2016 K-PREP individual student results include: 
1. grades 3-8 Reading, Mathematics; 
1. grades 5 and 8 Social Studies; 
1. grades 5, 6, 8,10 and 11 On-Demand Writing; 
1. grades 3-8 and 9-12 Alternate Assessment Attainment Tasks; and
1. Stanford 10 national percentiles for Reading and Mathematics (grades 3-8), Science (grades 4, 7), Social Studies (grades 5, 8) and Language Mechanics (grades 4, 6).

Note: Growth data will be provided in PearsonAccess at a later date.

ONLY students TESTED by the school and district will be in the files. Scores for students participating in the alternate assessment will also be included. The data will not indicate whether a student is accountable to the school or district based on 100 days of enrollment. Pearson files are based on tested students with a Student Response Booklet (SRB) returned for scoring including students with a medical or extraordinary non-participation, and those with a zero score due to not completing the test. An opportunity will be provided for demographic and accountability clean up during the Pre-Quality Control Data Review. EOC results were available after testing in PacificMetric. EOC cut points for Novice, Apprentice, Proficient and Distinguished (NAPD) remain the same. 
Data Sharing
Individual student data is provided for school and district use. The data are confidential and must be used in a manner consistent with the district’s confidentiality rules and the FERPA expectation that students’ privacy is protected. Districts and schools should handle the data provided in early August like all other student level information used in the school and district during the school year.  

KDE does not provide state data or school/district summary data with the August release. OAA cautions that self-generated summary reports from data files with only tested students will not match the 100-day accountability data and will not be accurate. Also, data will likely change during the data review period. Should your district generate summaries of your results, KDE strongly encourages you to place a local embargo on this self-generated data similar to the embargo KDE uses. KDE embargoed data are limited to school and district leadership including BACs. Embargoed data must not be discussed in public meetings or with media outlets. 

Accountability Reporting 
Accountability reporting is generated by OAA. The August release does not reflect accountability. A data review process using SDRR will be available mid- to late August. The data review allows schools and districts to double-check individual student accountability and demographics before public reporting. 

Assistance
If you have questions about the data release, please contact the Division of Support and Research at 502-564-4394 or dacinfo@education.ky.gov or Jennifer.stafford@education.ky.gov. Issues with entering PearsonAccess must be addressed directly to Pearson as described above.
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The Kentucky Association for Assessment Coordinators invites you to submit proposals for the 2016 Scott Trimble Assessment Workshop, which will be held October 17th – October 18th. The theme this year is “Making an Impact”.

Click on the link to enter your proposal - http://kaac.org/mod/feedback/view.php?id=25 

Keynote speakers will include Kentucky Commissioner of Education Dr. Stephen Pruitt, KDE Associate Commissioner of the Office of Assessment and Accountability Rhonda Sims and KDE Director of the Division of Assessment Support Jennifer Stafford.

Be a part of the conversation as we continue to work for College and Career Readiness for all Kentucky students and as we move toward future changes in Kentucky!

Does your school have an innovative method to reach all students and bridge the achievement gap? Have you discovered a way to reach all students in your classroom and to increase student learning? How are you assessing and tracking this changes? Successful proposals may share practices helping students prepare for college and career success. Share your success with educators from across the Commonwealth and receive free registration to the Scott Trimble Assessment Workshop. Deadline for proposal submission is on or before August 24. You will receive notification of acceptance in late August.

Make plans to attend the 2016 Scott Trimble Assessment Workshop October 17-18 at the Galt House in Louisville. Districts will leave the conference with a range of ideas that can be implemented immediately.
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	ACT WORKKEYS: CRITICAL ACTION REQUIRED BY AUGUST 31
1. An ACT WorkKeys coordinator must be identified and registered for each school by August 31.To register, ACT WorkKeys coordinator(s) must complete the 2016-17 ACT WorkKeys Coordinator Assignment Survey Monkey request that was e-mailed on July 15 to DACs and the school’s previous ACT WorkKeys coordinator. Additional ACT WorkKeys back-up coordinators may also be identified by completing the survey.    

1. All accounts have been deactivated and everyone must register by August 31.If you were the ACT WorkKeys coordinator (or back-up coordinator) last year, your testing site realm and username will remain the same as last year. A new password will be e-mailed to you from ACT WorkKeys.  

1. Beginning in September, new ACT WorkKeys coordinator(s) and back-up coordinators will be sent an e-mail by ACT WorkKeys with the realm (testing site address), along with a username and password. You may need to check your Clutter or Junk folder in your e-mail. If you haven’t received this e-mail from ACT WorkKeys by the end of September, please e-mail angie.fischer@education.ky.gov to receive this information. 

1. Further information regarding upcoming deadlines, such as ordering for paper testing; as well as webinars and training materials, such as Administrator Manuals, will be e-mailed closer to the designated testing windows.

For ACT WorkKeys related questions contact Angie Fischer by phone (502) 564-4286 or e-mail angie.fischer@education.ky.gov.

	

	KENTUCKY OCCUPATIONAL SKILLS STANDARDS ASSESSMENT (KOSSA): CRITICAL ACTION REQUIRED BY AUGUST 31
1. KOSSA is administered through Technological Fluency Institute (TFI) online assessment system and is delivered by E-SESS. 2015-16 E-SESS accounts have been deactivated.
1. On August 1, a new E-SESS account will be created for all DACs for access to their district and schools. Once the E-SESS account has been created, account information will be e-mailed from TFI Customer Service. Please check your Clutter or Junk email, if you have not received this e-mail by August 5. Contact Sherri Craig at sherri.craig@education.ky.gov for assistance. Instructions for accessing 2015-16, 2014-15 and 2013-14 KOSSA data in E-SESS are attached. DACs will have access to KOSSA test tickets and results data in E-SESS and receive all communications.
1. A KOSSA Coordinator must be identified and registered for each school by August 31. To register, complete the 2016-17 KOSSA Coordinator Assignment Survey Monkey request e-mailed on July 15 to DACs and the school’s previous KOSSA Coordinator. Additional (optional) KOSSA Report User accounts may be requested for reporting needs in accordance with the attached 2016-17 KOSSA Coordinator Assignment Policy and DAC approval.
1. Beginning August 1, E-SESS accounts will be created on a weekly basis for individuals registered via the 2016-17 KOSSA Coordinator Assignment Survey Monkey request. Once the E-SESS account has been created, account information will be e-mailed from TFI Customer Service. Please check your Clutter or Junk e-mail, if you have registered and have not received this email by August 31, contact Sherri Craig at sherri.craig@education.ky.gov for assistance. The new accounts and will have access to 2015-16, 2014-15 and 2013-14 KOSSA data in E-SESS depending upon their role. Instructions for accessing E-SESS are attached. DACs and KOSSA Coordinators will have access to E-SESS, the online testing system, for the school and will receive communication regarding student test tickets, administration procedures, and reporting. 

For KOSSA related questions contact Sherri Craig by phone (502) 564-3472 Ext. 4226 or e-mail sherri.craig@education.ky.gov.

	









	AP SCORES IN INFINITE CAMPUS (IC)
The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) strives to publish assessment data in IC as it becomes available. In this spirit, the Advanced Placement (AP) scores for the 2015-16 school year have been loaded into IC. KDE will publish these scores to all districts beginning on Wednesday, August 3. 

Please e-mail Raymond Carter with any questions on this matter.
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