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	[bookmark: _QUESTION_OF_THE_1]QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
	Assessment Calendar

	Q:
	When will the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0®/Alternate ACCESS for ELLs testing schedule and testing window dates be released?
[bookmark: _GoBack]
	In this Issue:

	A:
	The 2016-17 testing window for ACCESS for ELLs 2.0®/Alternate ACCESS for ELLs will occur January 3- February 10, 2017. For more information, see the attached schedule. 



	AA Blind/VI Students

August DAC Monthly Webcast

Program Review Changes
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	Aug. 15:
	Reset Passwords for the ACT QualityCore system 

	Aug. 15-23:
	Pre-Quality Control (QC) Data Review for New Change Requests 

	Aug. 24:
	Pre-Quality Control (QC) Data Review for Resolution of Pending Change Requests (tentative date)

	Aug. 24:
	Deadline for Scott Trimble Assessment Proposal Submission

	Aug. 30:
	Data Validation Verification Deadline for Learning Environment and Finance Tabs in School Report Card

	Aug. 31:
	Deadline for Identifying and Registering KOSSA Coordinator

	Aug. 31:
	Deadline for Identifying and Registering ACT WorkKeys Coordinator

	Sept. 14:
	Quality Control Day (tentative date)

	Sept. 16:
	Alternate Assessment Deadline for Visually Impaired Material Order

	

	[bookmark: _AUGUST_DAC_MONTHLY][bookmark: _PROGRAM_REVIEW_CHANGES][bookmark: _ACCOUNTABILITY_CALCULATOR_INFORMATI][bookmark: _School_Report_Card_1][bookmark: _First_Article_1][bookmark: _SCHOOL_REPORT_CARD]AUGUST DAC MONTHLY WEBCAST
Jennifer Stafford, the Director of Assessment Support, hosted the DAC Monthly Webcast on August 11 with assistance from Chris Williams, Program Consultant. The topics discussed were:

· Data Review
· Program Review
· Reminder of Trainings Available
· Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) Move

The video is available on the KDE Media Portal, and the PowerPoint is available on the Meetings and Trainings page.

Future broadcasts are scheduled for the second Thursday of each month.

ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT STUDENTS MARKED BLIND/VISUALLY IMPAIRED (VI) ON IEP (DAC Action Required)
KDE will provide tactically-enhanced supplemental materials (e.g., maps, graphs) for some grades on the Alternate K-PREP Attainment Tasks to students who have visual impairments. KDE must verify that the student has VI marked on their Individualized Education Program (IEP). If a student qualifies for these materials, please complete the following tasks:
1. Verify in the IEP that a visual impairment has been clearly marked in a current IEP and the student is identified as participating in Kentucky’s Alternate Assessment.
1. Submit the student’s first and last name, SSID, grade, school, district and dimension to Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov. 
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	All submissions must be made to Kevin O’Hair by no later than Wednesday, September 16 to receive these tactically-enhanced materials for the first Alternate K-PREP Attainment Tasks window. Late submissions will not receive these materials for test window 1.

	

	PROGRAM REVIEW CHANGES FOR 2016-17 (COMMISSIONER E-MAIL TO ALL SUPERINTENDENTS AUGUST 10)

Webinar Recorded and Posted for Viewing on Program Review Changes for 2016-17
At the August 4 Kentucky Board of Education (KBE) meeting, the board approved changes to the Program Reviews for the 2016-17 school year. These changes were recommended by the Program Review Task Force established by Commissioner Pruitt in December 2015 made up of teachers, principals, Chief Academic Officers and Superintendents from across the state. The Task Force listened to the many educators who voiced concerns and problems with the current Program Reviews. As a result of those concerns, the Task Force worked to provide recommendations to improve the process for the Program Reviews. These changes will take effect immediately for the 2016–17 school year. Accountability for the Program Reviews remains at 23%.

The changes are many and are as follows:
· All A1 schools, including the Kentucky School for the Deaf and Kentucky School for the Blind, must complete all Program Reviews that apply.
· Program Reviews will be completed on a state-designated rotating schedule, two per year.
· Schools will complete Assurances yearly for each program. 
· Rubrics are streamlined, focusing more holistically on program quality.
· No evidence will be listed in ASSIST.
· Schools will no longer write rationales in ASSIST.
· Schools will no longer complete the Career Advising Diagnostic or the Next Steps Diagnostic in ASSIST.
· K-3 programs will now only be documented using the Assurance. (This will be the only reporting process for the K-3 Program Review.)
· Timelines for entering data will be in place and late entry in ASSIST will result in a “0” score for that Program Review.
· Work plans will replace rationales; the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) will provide examples and non-examples of evidence-based work plans.

These changes will REQUIRE training. To begin that training and in an effort to support all districts, a webinar has been recorded for schools and districts to access at http://mediaportal.education.ky.gov/featured/2016/08/program-review-update-8-9-2016/. This webinar will provide a brief look at the new rubrics, an explanation of interpretation of the rubrics, the new rotation system for Program Reviews, a look at the new Assurances and a question/answer session. Please share the link as you feel is appropriate.

Additionally, more extensive trainings will be held across the state beginning the first week in September. KDE recommends one or two representatives (at a minimum) from every district attend one of these vital information sessions. The dates and locations of the statewide trainings are listed below. Additional dates and locations could be added if needed.

Program Review Support Sessions

	

	
	August 31
	Alexander Hall Auditorium, Murray State University
	9:00-4:00 CT

	September 2
	Perkins Building, Eastern Kentucky University  
	FULL—9:00-4:00 ET
Registration Closed

	September 7
	Jenny Wiley State Park, Prestonsburg
	FULL—9:00-4:00 ET
Registration Closed

	September 12
	John James Audubon State Park
	Cancelled

	September 15
	GRREC
	9:00-4:00 CT

	September 20
	Gateway Community College, Northern Kentucky University
	9:00-4:00 ET

	September 23
	Gheens Center, Louisville
	FULL--9:00-4:00 ET
Registration Closed

	September 27
	Carter Caves State Park
	9:00-4:00 ET

	October 4
	GREEC
	9:00-4:00 CT

	October 12
	Pine Mountain State Park
Pineville
	9:00-4:00 ET

	October 20
	300 Sower Building, KDE, Frankfort
	9:00-4:00 ET





	Each session will accommodate approximately 100 participants; therefore, early registration is preferable. Registration for the sessions can be found at the following link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2016PRAuditTraining.
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	PRE-QUALITY CONTROL (QC) DATA REVIEW NOW OPEN
The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) has opened the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application for review of individual student data. This process allows schools and districts to double-check individual student accountability and demographics before public reporting. 
 
SDRR and the KDE secure web application are now open to begin Pre-QC Data Review. The deadline for new SDRR change requests is August 23, 5 P.M. ET. All resolution of pending requests must be completed by August 24, 5 P.M. ET. This data review period is the last opportunity to request changes to individual student level data before 2015-16 data are reported publicly. OAA knows August is a hectic time, but encourages districts to submit data review changes early in the data review period. Early submission allows ample time to resolve any problems a school or district might experience before data review closes.

The following tasks are available to districts and schools during this data review period:

· Requests to change Accountability, Demographics and Non-participation for individual student data associated with specific assessments and the Cohort Graduation Rate must be entered in SDRR.

· Requests to change or submit scores in College data (ACT, Compass or KYOTE) or Alternate Assessment Transition Attainment Record (TAR) must be entered in SDRR.  

· Requests to change scores in Career data (WorkKeys, ASVAB, KOSSA or Industry Certificates) must be made within Technical Education Database System (TEDS). Any issues with career data should be submitted to Kiley Whitaker via e-mail at: Kiley.Whitaker@education.ky.gov. In the e-mail, please identify the name of student, SSID and the data elements in question. Any questions about career data entered into TEDS should be submitted to Claude Christian via e-mail at: Claude.Christian@education.ky.gov. Deadline for submitting changes to TEDS is by August 30.

SUPPORT RESOURCES
Many support resources are available to provide guidance during data review. First, PowerPoint presentations with voiceover trainings are available at the Student Data Review and Rosters Application (SDRR) page on the KDE website. These sessions are designed to assist districts and schools with the data review process in SDRR. The four trainings include: Data Review Overview, Accessing and Using SDRR Part 1 and Part 2, College/Career Readiness, and Cohort. Second, specific SDRR tasks (i.e., Login, Student Listings, Adding a Student, Deleting and Recovering a Student, etc.) may be accessed through the Help Button and will assist with the Data Review process. The SDRR Help Button replaces the SDRR Manuals.

DATA SPREADSHEETS AVAILABLE
To assist in the identification of students requiring data review changes, two spreadsheets are now available to download from the KDE secure web application.

· College/Career Readiness (CCR) displays student test data used in the CCR calculation.

· Student Listing includes the first look at Growth data including the high school student growth percentiles (using reading and mathematics scores from Plan and The ACT). Also, the high school language mechanics (from The ACT) is included. Reminder: Middle School Readiness percentage is equally distributed between Achievement, Gap and Growth. The student listing is organized into the following tabs of data: Pearson; Alternate; EOC English II; EOC Algebra II; EOC Biology; EOC U.S. History; High School Language Mech (Mechanics); and High School Growth. Detailed field descriptions for the student listing are contained in the Data Review Overview training.
Both spreadsheets have filters to help identify students with no test scores and no approved non-participation. Schools need to review these students and submit, as appropriate, data review change requests for them. If these student change requests have not been resolved at the close of the data review, they will remain in the assessment and accountability reports with the lowest possible score.

ACCESSING THE DATA SPREADSHEETS
DACs must download district and school data from the KDE secure web applications site at https://applications.education.ky.gov/login/. Choose Student Data Detail (Excel and PDF) to access the student level data.

The Student Listing and CCR spreadsheets are included in one zip file named “SD16_xxx_QC DR_Student_2016_District Name.ZIP.”

If you are unable to access the KDE secure application site, check with your WAAPOC and/or the KDE Help Desk. The KDE Help Desk can be reached at (502) 564-2002 or via ketshelp@education.ky.gov.

DATA SHARING
Individual student data is provided for school and district use. The data is confidential and must be used in a manner consistent with the district’s confidentiality rules and the FERPA expectation that students’ privacy is protected. Districts and schools should handle the data provided August 15 like all other student level information used in the school and district during the school year. 
 
KDE does not provide state data or school/district summary data with the August 15 release. OAA cautions that self-generated summary reports from data files with only tested students will not match the 100-day accountability data and will not be accurate. Also, data will likely change during the data review period. Should your district generate summaries of your results, KDE strongly encourages you to place a local embargo on this self-generated data similar to the embargo KDE uses. KDE embargoed data is limited to school and district leadership including BACs. Embargoed data must not be discussed in public meetings or with media outlets. The attached Nondisclosure Agreement may be used for this data review process.


OAA is currently processing the accountability data and plans to provide school and district summary data soon.

ASSISTANCE
Possible systemic issues should be e-mailed as soon as possible to kdeassessment@education.ky.gov.

For general information and assistance, please contact the Division of Assessment Support by phone at (502) 564-4394 or by e-mail at dacinfo@education.ky.gov.

If you are unable to access the KDE secure application site, check with your WAAPOC and/or the KDE Help Desk. The KDE Help Desk can be reached at (502) 564-2002 or via ketshelp@education.ky.gov.

If you have questions about the release schedule or process, please contact the Division of Assessment Support at (502) 564-4394 or Jennifer Stafford at Jennifer.Stafford@education.ky.gov. 
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	2016 BACK-TO-SCHOOL TRAININGS
Recorded videos and PowerPoints are available for Back-to-School assessment trainings. As the year progresses, additional in-depth training sessions will be offered on various assessment topics. Links to trainings and materials are on the Meetings and Trainings page; all videos are located on the KDE Media Portal.

2016 Back-to-School Trainings Overview and Hot Topics
Presented by: Jennifer Stafford
Accountability and assessment changes are covered and an introduction for the other Back-to-School videos is presented.
Video
PowerPoint

2016 Back-to-School Trainings ACCESS for ELLs
Presented by: Chris Williams
Additional in-depth trainings will be available this fall for W-APT and ACCESS for ELLs.
Video
PowerPoint

2016 Back-to-School Trainings Testing Special Populations
Presented by: Cindy Warren and Kevin O’Hair
This includes information on the K-PREP Text Reader and Alternate Assessment.
Video
PowerPoint

2016 Back-to-School Trainings Resources and Test Security
Presented by: Joy Barr and Casey Duvall
New resources, such as an assessment calendar are reviewed, followed by the importance of test security.
Video
PowerPoint

2016 Back-to-School Trainings End-of-Course (EOC)
Presented by: Pamela Powers (KDE) and Nicole Handy (ACT QualityCore)
The EOC trainings provide an in-depth look into how to use the QualityCore system. This is the main training that will be produced for 2016-17. It is suggested that the viewer begin with session 1, since each training builds upon the previous session.

EOC 1 of 3 (Policies)
Video
PowerPoint

EOC 2 of 3 (Setup and Administration)
Video
PowerPoint

EOC 3 of 3 (Procedures and Resources)
Video
PowerPoint
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	SDRR ASSISTANCE
The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) is no longer creating manuals for the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application. Instead, information from the manuals has been reorganized and incorporated into the large, red Help button at the top right of every page in SDRR. This makes help instantly available from within the application. The same help may be accessed from https://goo.gl/6GhdGk. 

Additional help is available via screencasts/brief narrated videos showing various functions within SDRR from the Student Data Review and Rosters web page. 

Other features of the Help button include an updated accountability tool, a quiz for use in training and practice with various accountability scenarios. Users can test their knowledge about accountability in complete anonymity; the correct accountability for each situation will appear after submission of the answers. 

Please share these links with schools and other district staff. OAA hopes that the updated Help button will be a valuable resource for SDRR users to make system use easier.

OAA encourages all SDRR users to submit improvement suggestions to KDEAssessment@education.ky.gov.
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	ASSESSMENT CALENDAR
The Division of Assessment Support (DAS) would like to introduce a new electronic assessment calendar. 

The Assessment Calendar link appears at the top of the right-hand column in the Monday DAC E-Mail.

This calendar is connected to the KDE DAC Information (dacinfo) mailbox and may be opened in Outlook like any other calendar. 

This new format allows DAS to add more details to each entry, including the articles from the Monday E-Mails and any pertinent documents, links or PowerPoints. Within the Assessment Calendar access to the detailed information can be gained by double-clicking on the calendar entry. 

Please send comments concerning the calendar and ways to improve it to the KDE DAC Information mailbox.
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	REGISTRATION OPEN FOR THE 2016 SCOTT TRIMBLE WORKSHOP ON INSTRUCTION AND ASSESSMENT
Make plans to attend the Scott Trimble Workshop on Instruction and Assessment 2016 on October 17-18 at the Galt House in Louisville. This conference is sponsored by the Kentucky Association for Assessment Coordinators (KAAC). The theme this year is Making an Impact. The sessions will focus on using instruction and assessment data to guide/steer classrooms, schools, and districts toward continuous improvement. There are sessions being offered for elementary, middle, high school teachers and administrators, DACs, BACs, and superintendents.

Register at: https://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.aspx?EventID=1870638

Contact Information: Bethany Jones, bjones@kaac.org or Erica Thompson, erica.thompson@jefferson.kyschools.us.
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