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	[bookmark: _QUESTION_OF_THE_1]QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
	Assessment Calendar

	Q:
	When will the K-PREP Individual Student and other reports be available?
	In this Issue:

	A:
	PearsonAccess with growth, summary and individual student reports for districts/schools will be available at 12:01 a.m. CT (1:01 a.m. ET) on Tuesday, September 27. This starts the embargo window for districts and schools with public release on Thursday, September 29 at 12:01 a.m. ET.

Printed K-PREP Individual Student Reports will arrive in districts during the week of October 3. Please contact the Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA), if the reports have not arrived by October 10.
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	[bookmark: _QUESTION_OF_THE]Important Dates

	Aug. 22-Oct.28:
	Alternate Assessment Combined Overview/Attainment Tasks Training

	Sept. 27:
	Release of Embargoed Data to Districts Via Secure School Report Card (SRC) [9 a.m.]

	
	Release of Embargoed Data to Working Media [1 p.m.]

	
	K-PREP Embargoed Reports Available in PearsonAccess

	Sept. 29:
	2016 Public Reporting of Assessment and Accountability Data

	Oct. 1:
	Early Graduation Intent Form Deadline

	Week of Oct. 3:
	K-PREP Individual Student Reports Arrive in District

	Oct. 17-18:
	Scott Trimble Workshop On Instruction and Assessment 2016

	Nov. 1:
	Deadline for Dropout Data Reviewed In Infinite Campus (IC) KY State Reporting Dropout Report

	Nov. 14:
	ACT Training in Lexington

	Nov. 15:
	ACT Training in Bowling Green

	

	[bookmark: _SCHOOL_REPORT_CARD][bookmark: _First_Article_1][bookmark: _School_Report_Card_1][bookmark: _ACCOUNTABILITY_CALCULATOR_INFORMATI][bookmark: _ACT_TRAINING_-][bookmark: _QUALITY_CONTROL_(QC)]ACT TEST ADMINISTRATION TRAINING
District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) should share the following information with high school principals and follow up with them to ensure that an ACT Test Coordinator has been named.

Principals are to name ACT Test Coordinators for each school in the district that will be administering The ACT in spring 2017. Communications regarding The ACT spring administration will be sent to the named Test Coordinators. 

ACT has sent a welcome e-mail to Test Coordinators who served last school year. DACs were copied on the e-mail. If there has been a change in Test Coordinators, please forward the welcome e-mail to the current person.

Test Coordinators should mark their calendars for the annual face-to-face ACT Test Administration Trainings. ACT staff will be sharing new information about changes to the processes being used for the 2017 spring administration.

The training sessions will be:
November 14 at the Griffin Gate Marriott in Lexington
November 15 at the Holiday Inn University Plaza in Bowling Green

Sign in will be 8:00-8:30 a.m. local time; the training will occur from 8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. local time. DACs and other key staff are welcome to register.

Limited seating is available at both sites. Online registration information will be shared in the coming weeks.

[bookmark: _QUALITYCORE_QUESTION_&]QUALITYCORE QUESTION & ANSWER (Q&A) SESSION
ACT QualityCore will host a live Q&A session on October 6 from 10:00-11:00 a.m. ET. The session will begin with a brief presentation on key tasks for test administrators and will then open for participants to ask questions about using the Pacific Metrics system. This session is not the appropriate time to request changes to be made to the system, to ask questions related to the Educational Resources, or to ask other questions not related to the use of the system.

Registration is required using: https://attendee.gototraining.com/r/4528767826016895746.

Customer Service at QualityCoreSupport@act.org or 866-764-7228 is available for assistance Monday-Friday 7:00 a.m. -7:00 p.m. ET (except holidays).
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	[bookmark: _EARLY_GRADUATION_STUDENT][bookmark: _K-PREP_REPORTS_IN]EARLY GRADUATION STUDENT INTENT FORM DEADLINE 
Early Graduation is an optional pathway for Kentucky students that allow them to move through high school in three years or less while meeting specific academic benchmarks. The deadline for completing the Student Intent form and entering the student into IC as an Early Graduate is October 1. There are no exceptions to the October 1 deadline.

All Kentucky students are eligible for Early Graduation, at any public high school. The Early Graduation regulation was passed in 2013 and the first full year of Early Graduates was 2014-15. The Early Graduation webpage on the KDE website contains critical information for schools, parents and students. 

Please contact Kelly.clark@education.ky.gov with questions.

	

	[bookmark: _USING_K-PREP_FOR]USING K-PREP FOR IDENTIFICATION OF GIFTED AND TALENTED SERVICES
KDE has received several inquiries over the last few years concerning guidance on how to utilize K-PREP scores for the identification of gifted and talented services. Please review the attached letter (KPREP Guidance) for assistance in this area.

	


	[bookmark: _STUDENT_DATA_REVIEW][bookmark: _2016-17_DROPOUT_DATA]2016-17 DROPOUT DATA REVIEW AND SUBMISSION
The 2016-17 Dropout Guidelines are now available on the KDE Dropout Data webpage. If you missed the beginning of the year training, the PowerPoint Presentation and the training video are available. This data should be reviewed initially through the Infinite Campus KY State Reporting Dropout Report by the deadline of November 1. After that date, there will be one final review through the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application. Instructions for review of the dropout data in SDRR will be provided in a DAC e-mail prior to this final review period.

Questions concerning Dropout Reporting may be directed to Tina Logan via phone (502) 564-9853 ext. 4740, e-mail tina.logan@education.ky.gov or Skype, or David Curd via phone (502) 564-9853 ext. 4744, e-mail david.curd@education.ky.gov or Skype.

	

	ASSESSMENT SCORES IN INFINITE CAMPUS (IC)
The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) strives to publish assessment data in IC as it becomes available. In this spirit, all K-PREP, Growth, and End-of-Course (EOC) scores for the 2015-16 school year are now being entered in the State Edition of IC. KDE will publish these scores to all districts beginning on Monday, October 3. 

Please e-mail Raymond Carter with any questions on this matter.
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EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT (ESSA) DEVELOPMENT IN KENTUCKY  
ESSA provides an opportunity for Kentucky to create a new accountability system that will be used as the basis to better our schools and celebrate their educational progress. The goal is to produce a system that will improve the education and readiness of ALL Kentucky students and is fair, reliable, valid and easier to understand than the current system.

Activities began in the spring with the Education Town Hall meetings. Over the summer and into the early fall, many activities have taken place to assist in formulating Kentucky’s plan for implementation of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) in Kentucky. 

Commissioner Stephen Pruitt testified on the proposed regulation and ESSA implementation at the House Committee on Education and the Workforce on June 23. His Oral Testimony, Written Testimony and Video are available for review. Additionally, he presented at the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) on July 21. The HELP Oral Testimony, Written Testimony and Video are also available.

The Commissioner’s Accountability Steering Committee has expanded membership. They met in June, July, August and September. A list of committee members, meeting agendas, minutes, presentations and meeting video can be accessed at the Steering Committee webpage.

Five Accountability Work Groups have also been operating. The five work groups include: 
1. Assessment is considering how Kentucky’s new accountability system should measure academic achievement for all students.

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]College- and Career-Readiness is considering how college- and career-readiness should be defined and measured in Kentucky’s new accountability model.

1. Educational Innovations is considering what new and innovative approaches could be integrated into Kentucky’s new accountability model.

1. Opportunity and Access is considering how Kentucky’s new accountability model can measure equal opportunity for all students to a well-rounded education.

1. School Improvement is considering how our new accountability model can incentivize continuous improvement for all schools.

Additional groups discussing the new accountability work include:
1. Systems Integration is considering how all work group recommendations be integrated into a cohesive system. 

1. Consequential Review is considering how the proposed system could be “gamed” or have unintended consequences.

1. Regulatory Review is considering what regulatory/compliance issues do working groups need to consider. 

These groups have been meeting since mid-July. Agendas and meeting summaries for each of these groups can be found on the Commissioner’s Accountability Work Groups webpage.
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	QUALITY CONTROL (QC) DAY 2016
The purpose of the Quality Control (QC) Day was to assist the Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) in identifying systematic issues with the data from 2015-16. This was the last online viewing of data prior to the embargoed release to districts. Jennifer Stafford and Pam Powers discussed the steps associated with QC and reminders on how parts of the accountability model are calculated. QC Day was a one-day event, which closed at 5 p.m. ET on September 14. The presentation includes tentative dates for public release.

The recorded video and PowerPoint are available on the KDE Media Portal.
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Office of Assessment and Accountability
Division of Assessment Support
(502) 564-4394
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