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	Assessment Calendar

	Q:
	What is the latest information on the system of science assessments?
	In this Issue:

	A:
	The science system of assessments that includes classroom embedded assessments (CEA), through course tasks (TCT) and statewide summative assessments (SSA) is currently under development. It is an instructionally driven system developed by Kentucky teachers that measures Kentucky Academic Standards (KAS). It is a balanced assessment system of interacting and complementary assessment components focused on serving needs of different users of assessment information for the common purpose of improving both teaching and learning. Please view the Introduction to New Science Assessment System video with Kentucky’s Education Commissioner, Stephen Pruitt and Office of Teaching and Learning Director, Karen Kidwell. In depth information can be found on KDE’s Science Assessment website.

Within the science networks, CEAs are being developed and utilized. Kentucky teachers are developing TCTs for utilization in the classroom this year. In November, two TCTs will be shared for grades Kindergarten through 12. Teacher teams are being asked to plan and facilitate the administration of one task with their students from November to the end of March. DACs will be asked to collect and submit some student work samples from TCTs to the Kentucky Department of Education. Once the process is developed for collection, details will be shared.

A science statewide summative field test will be administered in March. Although no student performance levels will be generated for the field test, students in grades 4, 7, and 11 will be required to participate. Some students in grades 9 and 10 will have the opportunity to participate. The assessment will be offered in paper/pencil format in standard and large print only.

Students participating in Alternate Assessment will take an operational test on the new science standards and will receive performance levels. The Alternate K-PREP science operational test will not be included in accountability for 2016-17.

Since the science Norm Reference Test (NRT) does not cover the Kentucky Academic Standards, the NRT will NOT be administered in grades 4 and 7. However, Biology will continue to be administered in high school.

More information will be shared during the November DAC Monthly Webcast.
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	Aug. 22-Oct.28:
	Alternate Assessment Combined Overview/Attainment Tasks Training

	Oct. 7-Nov.7:
	ACCESS 2.0 Ordering Materials Window

	Oct. 28:
	Alternate K-PREP Training Closing at Midnight

	Oct. 28:
	Kentucky ACT State Organization Symposium in Maysville

	Oct. 28:
	Deadline to Submit SDRR Feedback

	Nov. 1:
	Deadline for Dropout Data Reviewed In Infinite Campus (IC) KY State Reporting Dropout Report

	Nov. 1:
	Alternate K-PREP Window 1 Assessment Begins/Student Registration Database Opens

	Nov. 8:
	Presidential Election Day-KDE Offices Will Be Closed

	Nov. 9:
	Administration Code/Inclusion of Special Populations Training in Frankfort

	Nov. 11:
	Veteran’s Day-KDE Offices Will Be Closed

	Nov. 14:
	ACT Training in Lexington

	Nov. 15:
	ACT Training in Bowling Green

	Nov. 17:
	Administration Code/Inclusion of Special Populations Training in Frankfort
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The 2016-17 Alternate K-PREP combined Overview /AT training and online quiz that opened on August 22 will close Friday, October 28, at midnight. This training is a requirement for anyone who plans to administer an Alternate K-PREP Attainment Task in November or April. No tasks should be administered until the training and quiz have been completed. For any questions regarding the training, contact Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov or by phone at (502) 564-4394.
[bookmark: _FIRST_ALTERNATE_K-PREP]

[bookmark: _FIRST_ALTERNATE_K-PREP_1]FIRST ALTERNATE K-PREP TESTING WINDOW TO BEGIN
The first Alternate K-PREP testing window to administer Attainment Tasks (AT) will begin November 1. This will be the first of two windows set to assess content standards for reading, mathematics, science, social studies and writing. No tasks may be administered before November 1.

Instruction may continue into the testing window as long as the content provided is not derived from the actual Attainment Tasks being administered. Once the task administration begins, all instruction for that standard should cease until after the task administration has been completed. The first testing window will end December 9.
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2016-17 ACCESS FOR ELLS 2.0® TRAININGS
ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Voice-Over Trainings and PowerPoints are available on the ACCESS page. The topics are on ACCESS 2.0: Ordering, Setup, Writing Tier Placement, Accounts and Quizzes. Coming soon are: Overview, Kindergarten ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS Trainings.
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	DEADLINE TO SUBMIT SDRR FEEDBACK 
This is the last week for Student Data Review and Roster (SDRR) users to provide input (for now), by completing the survey at https://goo.gl/8MreB6. 

The survey will close on October 28. Input from users (DACs, BACs, Principals, etc.) will guide future development. OAA makes changes to SDRR based on user input and our own ideas, but we would rather have users tell us what they want. SDRR users can also always e-mail KDEAssessment@education.ky.gov with feedback.
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	ACT ANNUAL COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS CAMPAIGN
Established in 2013, the annual ACT College and Career Readiness Campaign celebrates achievement and creates awareness around the goal of college and career readiness for all. The Campaign recognizes exemplary college and career readiness efforts by employers, postsecondary institutions, high schools, and high school seniors in participating states. The Kentucky ACT Council, made up of Kentucky educators and leaders, will select its 2016-17 state exemplars this winter for spring recognition. The application is available online. Applications will be accepted through December 31, 2016. Please contact Bobby Rush, ACT Southeast District Manager, at bobby.rush@act.org with questions. Applications and criteria are online at www.act.org/readinesscampaign.
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	OCTOBER DAC WEBCAST
The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) held a live monthly District Assessment Coordinator (DAC) webcast on October 13. The webcast was hosted by Jennifer Stafford, Director in the Division of Assessment Support, Chris Williams, Program Consultant, and Pam Powers, Systems Consultant IT. 

October topics included the 2015-16 Public Release, Accountability Development Progress, ACT Compass, ACCESS 2.0 Trainings, and District and School Report Cards. 

This session was recorded and posted on the KDE Media Portal and the KDE Meetings and Trainings pages. The PowerPoint is also available on both pages.

Future broadcasts are scheduled for the second Thursday of each month at 11 a.m. ET.

	

	2016-17 DROPOUT DATA REVIEW AND SUBMISSION
The 2016-17 Dropout Guidelines are now available on the KDE Dropout Data webpage. If you missed the beginning of the year training, the PowerPoint Presentation and the training video are available. This data should be reviewed initially through the Infinite Campus KY State Reporting Dropout Report by the deadline of November 1. After that date, there will be one final review through the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application. Instructions for review of the dropout data in SDRR will be provided in a DAC e-mail prior to this final review period.

Questions concerning Dropout Reporting may be directed to Tina Logan via phone (502) 564-9853 ext. 4740, e-mail tina.logan@education.ky.gov or Skype, or David Curd via phone (502) 564-9853 ext. 4744, e-mail david.curd@education.ky.gov or Skype.


	

	ADMINISTRATION CODE/INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS TRAININGS RELATED TO AN ALLEGATION OFFERED IN FRANKFORT
OAA staff will be offering six, three-hour training sessions in Frankfort covering the Administration Code and Inclusion of Special Populations regulations. These trainings are provided for district/school staff who have received notification from the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) recommending additional training related to an allegation. 

All trainings will take place at 300 Sower Blvd., Frankfort. Participants will need to present identification when entering the building. Training will be located on the 5th floor, Conference Room 500-B, from 12:30 – 3:30 p.m. The dates are November 9 and 17, December 6 and 14, and January 19 and 31. Seating is limited to 15 per session. 

Please complete the survey to register for the required training. For questions, please contact Teresa King by e-mail at Teresa.King@education.ky.gov.
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