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	Assessment Calendar

	Q:
	When will PearsonAccessNext and Test Accessibility and Accommodations Systems (TAA) open for completing tasks for 2017 ACT Junior Testing?

	In this Issue:

	A:
	ACT Test Coordinators will receive two e-mails from ACT announcing the November 7 opening of PearsonAccessNext and the Test Accessibility and Accommodations System (TAA). DACs will be copied on the e-mails. The e-mail messages will include directions for accessing the systems and completing required tasks within the systems. They will also include links to system user guides with more detailed information.

In PearsonAccessNext, Test Coordinators will provide their school’s information to ACT by first creating an account. This step must be completed even if you previously had an account in PearsonAccessNext. Test Coordinators will then receive an e-mail from NoReplyTestAdmin@act.org with a link and instructions to create a password. After logging in to the system, Test Coordinators will be able to submit participation information (deadline: December 16, 2016).

Test Coordinators will use the TAA system to request ACT-approved accommodations and manage the status of those requests. Schools will no longer order non-college reportable accommodations for examinees. Instead, based on the requests for ACT-Approved accommodations an overage of materials will be sent. The deadline to request ACT-approved accommodations is February 17, 2017. 

NOTE: Please disregard any reference that the Test Coordinator is responsible for entering the student’s personal identification number (PIN) from the TAA system into PearsonAccessNext in order to retrieve the materials for shipping. ACT is changing its process and will be entering the student’s PIN. ACT is working to update correspondence and informational documents to reflect this process change.

Additional resources can be found at www.act.org/stateanddistrict/kentucky. 
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	Oct. 7-Nov. 7:
	ACCESS 2.0 Ordering Materials Window

	Nov. 7:
	ACT E-mails Announcing PearsonAccessNext and TAA

	Nov. 8:
	Presidential Election Day—KDE Offices Closed 

	Nov. 9:
	Administration Code/Inclusion of Special Populations Training in Frankfort

	Nov. 10:
	Monthly DAC Webcast

	Nov. 11:
	Veteran’s Day—KDE Offices Closed

	Nov. 14:
	ACT Training in Lexington

	Nov. 15:
	ACT Training in Bowling Green

	Nov. 17:
	Administration Code/Inclusion of Special Populations Training in Frankfort

	Nov. 18-20:
	EOC QualityCore System Maintenance 
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The End-of-Course (EOC) QualityCore vendor, Pacific Metrics, will be performing routine IT maintenance that could result in intermittent system outages. In order to minimize the impact on QualityCore users, the work has been scheduled to take place on the weekend of Friday, November 18, at 7:00 p.m. ET, through Monday, November 21, at 7:00 a.m. ET.

The scheduled maintenance is not expected to change the look or function of the system.

[bookmark: _MONTHLY_DAC_WEBCAST]MONTHLY DAC WEBCAST
The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) will host a live monthly District Assessment Coordinator (DAC) webcast on November 10. The webcast will be hosted by Jennifer Stafford, Director in the Division of Assessment Support. Future broadcasts are scheduled for the second Thursday of each month. 

The main November topic will focus on the new Science Field Test. A Special DAC E-Mail will be sent with the materials presented during the broadcast.

Please join Jennifer Stafford at 11 a.m. ET on Thursday for the live broadcast from the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) Studio in Frankfort. Questions may be asked by sending an e-mail to dacinfo@education.ky.gov. 

These sessions will be recorded and posted on the KDE Media Portal and the KDE Meetings and Trainings page with any pertinent materials.
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UPDATED SCHOOL REPORT CARDS (SRC) NOW AVAILABLE
Staff in the Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) has completed the data review process that follows public reporting. After this regulatory 10-day window, OAA applied necessary changes to student level data and regenerated all data files. The final 2016 data is now available in the public SRCs. Data Sets are also updated to reflect changes.
 
UPDATED SPREADSHEETS IN KDE SECURE WEB APPLICATIONS
ZIP files containing spreadsheets with final 2016 data are now located on the KDE secure web applications site. DACs are encouraged to download these final data files. After the DAC logs into the site, select Student Data Detail (Excel and PDF) to download the ZIP file. The filename is in this format: SD16_016_DR_20161101_2016_DistrictName.zip. 
 
DACs with accountability impact changes (i.e., Classification, Rewards/Assistance labels, and Overall Score changes) received individual e-mails this week from Jennifer Stafford.
 
If you have questions, please e-mail Jennifer Stafford or contact the Division of Assessment Support by phone at (502) 564-4394 or by e-mail at dacinfo@education.ky.gov. 
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	KENTUCKY TEACHER SCIENCE ARTICLE
The October 28 edition of Kentucky Teacher included an article on the new approach to science assessments, Kentucky’s science assessment system: What is it? Embedded within the article is a link to an overview of the science assessment system. These are valuable resources for DACs to utilize and share.
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	END-OF-COURSE NON-PARTICIPATION ROSTERS OPEN IN SDRR
Blank rosters will open in the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application for the four End-of-Course (EOC) exams on November 1 at 9:00 a.m. ET. Students ONLY need to be added to an EOC roster if a non-participation is being requested. If the non-participation is not approved by OAA, the student will need to take the assessment during one of the windows. Please do not add students to the roster who are taking the EOC exam(s). Rosters will remain open for non-participation requests for EOC until early April 2016. When rosters are opened for spring testing, the remaining students in EOC-identified courses in Infinite Campus will be loaded at that time, as well as any grade 12 students who are missing one or more EOC scores.

	

	ACT TEST ADMINISTRATION TRAINING REGISTRATION LINK
ACT Test Coordinators should plan to attend the annual face-to-face ACT Test Administration Trainings. DACs and other key testing staff are also encouraged to attend. ACT staff will be sharing new information about changes to the processes being used for the 2017 spring administration.

The training sessions will be:
1. November 14, 8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. local time, at the Griffin Gate Marriott in Lexington
1. November 15, 8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. local time, at the Holiday Inn University Plaza in Bowling Green

Limited seating is available at both sites. Doors will open at 8:00 a.m. local time for sign-in.

To register, visit this site.

	

	2016-17 DROPOUT DATA INITIAL REVIEW- CLOSED 
The 2016-17 Dropout Report initial review period closed last week. If you have not done so, last week was the last time to run the Infinite Campus KY State Reporting- Dropout Report before the data was extracted on Friday, November 4. That data will be loaded for final review in the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application the first of December (after the November holidays). Instructions for review of the dropout data in SDRR will be provided in a DAC E-mail prior to this final review period.

The Dropout Guidelines are available on the KDE Dropout Data webpage. If you missed the beginning of the year training, the PowerPoint Presentation and the training video are available.

Questions concerning Dropout Reporting may be directed to Tina Logan via phone (502) 564-9853 ext. 4740, e-mail tina.logan@education.ky.gov or Skype, or David Curd via phone (502) 564-9853 ext. 4744, e-mail david.curd@education.ky.gov or Skype.
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