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	Assessment Calendar

	Q:
	Where can the most current information regarding the Science Field Test scheduled for spring be found?
	In this Issue:

	A:
	The most current information on the Science Field Test can be found in the PowerPoint presentation below. The focus of the December Monthly DAC Webcast scheduled for December 8 at 11:00 a.m. EST will be on science. Please join Jennifer Stafford and Sean Elkins for the science discussion and other timely topics concerning assessment and accountability. 

Additionally, anyone who plans to administer the Science Field Test must first receive the Administration Code Training. Anyone who will administer the field test with accommodations must complete both the Administration Code and Inclusion of Special Populations Trainings.
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	[bookmark: _QUESTION_OF_THE]Important Dates

	Nov. 14:
	ACT Training in Lexington

	Nov. 15:
	ACT Training in Bowling Green

	Nov. 17:
	Administration Code/Inclusion of Special Populations Training in Frankfort

	Nov. 18-21:
	EOC QualityCore System Maintenance 

	Nov. 24-25:
	KDE Offices Closed for Thanksgiving Holiday

	Dec. 1-Mar. 31:
	ACT WorkKeys Online Testing Window

	Dec. 6:
	Administration Code/Inclusion of Special Populations Training in Frankfort

	Dec. 9:
	Window 1 Alternate K-PREP Administration Ends for Attainment Tasks

	Dec. 14:
	Administration Code/Inclusion of Special Populations Training in Frankfort

	Jan. 25-Feb. 8:
	ACT WorkKeys Paper Testing Window
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The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) will pay for all preparatory seniors in a valid Career and Technical Education (CTE) pathway to take ACT WorkKeys. The testing windows for the upcoming assessment can be found below. Students may take the test anytime within the dates listed below.
1. Online Testing: December 1 – March 31
1. Paper Testing:	January 25 – February 8 (see information regarding ordering paper testing below)

During the week of November 14, paper testing must be ordered. This is the only week to order paper testing. All students needing special accommodations, except for extended time, must paper test. Extended time is the allowable special accommodation for online testing. Please make sure your designated ACT WorkKeys coordinator orders paper testing this designated week. A link to order the paper testing was emailed to ACT WorkKeys coordinators. 

Results for online testing will be made available immediately. Results from the paper test will be available after March 20. For questions, please contact ACT WorkKeys at 1-800-967-5539 or Angie Fisher at angie.fischer@education.ky.gov or by phone at (502) 564-4286. 
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The monitoring process for the Alternate K-PREP is not mandatory; however, some type of monitoring is highly recommended by all districts. The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) will conduct its own monitoring audit in the spring of 2017 through a random selection. At that time, districts/schools may be asked to provide AAAF folder(s) to OAA for review.

The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) has provided a checklist for district administrators to monitor the progress students have made and teacher protocol for the Alternate Assessment. The purpose of this checklist is to assist in the identification of proper procedures leading up to and during the assessment administration. It is appropriate for teachers to review the checklist; however, teachers should not complete the checklist. The use of this checklist is optional.
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	PEARSONACCESS Next AND THE TEST ACCESSIBILITY AND ACCOMMODATIONS SYSTEM (TAA)
ACT Test Coordinators received two e-mails from ACT announcing the November 7 opening of PearsonAccessNext and the Test Accessibility and Accommodations System (TAA). DACs will be copied on the e-mails. The e-mail messages will include directions for accessing the systems and completing required tasks within the systems. They will also include links to system user guides with more detailed information.

In PearsonAccessNext, Test Coordinators will provide their school’s information to ACT by first creating an account. This step must be completed even if you previously had an account in PearsonAccessNext. Test Coordinators will then receive an e-mail from NoReplyTestAdmin@act.org with a link and instructions to create a password. After logging in to the system, Test Coordinators will be able to submit participation information (deadline: December 16, 2016).

Test Coordinators will use the TAA system to request ACT-approved accommodations and manage the status of those requests. Schools will no longer order non-college reportable accommodations for examinees. Instead, based on the requests for ACT-Approved accommodations an overage of materials will be sent. The deadline to request ACT-approved accommodations is February 17, 2017. 

NOTE: Please disregard any reference that the Test Coordinator is responsible for entering the student’s personal identification number (PIN) from the TAA system into PearsonAccessNext in order to retrieve the materials for shipping. ACT is changing its process and will be entering the student’s PIN. ACT is working to update correspondence and informational documents to reflect this process change.
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	ACT QUALITYCORE SYSTEM MAINTENANCE NOVEMBER 18-21 
The End-of-Course (EOC) QualityCore vendor, Pacific Metrics, will be performing routine IT maintenance that could result in intermittent system outages. In order to minimize the impact on QualityCore users, the work has been scheduled to take place on the weekend of Friday, November 18, at 7:00 p.m. ET, through Monday, November 21, at 7:00 a.m. ET.

[bookmark: _MONTHLY_DAC_WEBCAST]The scheduled maintenance is not expected to change the look or function of the system.
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Office of Assessment and Accountability
Division of Assessment Support
(502) 564-4394
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