FAFSA Data Helps Support College Going
According to the U.S. Department of Education, there is a strong correlation between completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and college enrollment. FAFSA is the basis for awarding nearly all postsecondary financial aid. 
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So, in an effort to help districts increase college going rates and ensure that all students who want to go to college are being given the appropriate supports to complete the FAFSA and follow through with the college enrollment process, the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) started tracking the proportion of high school seniors completing the FAFSA by school district. The calculation includes the number of students completing FAFSA in 2013-14 divided by the number of 11th graders in the district in 2012-13 (the most recent data available). This map shows FAFSA completion rates by district. 

The information comes from the Federal Student Aid office, which is providing high schools the number of students who submit and complete the FAFSA, so schools may monitor student progress. Go to: https://studentaid.ed.gov/ and search for FAFSA Completion by High School. The online data is updated biweekly.

Federal Student Aid recently launched the Financial Aid Toolkit to help counselors understand the basics of federal student aid, provide tips on hosting events (along with sample PowerPoint presentations), provide suggested messages for social media and email outreach, and help find other training opportunities. Visit the site to learn more.

The Kentucky Higher Education Assistance Authority A provides a wealth of resources on completing the FAFSA and paying for college on its website here.

High school seniors and their parents can start filling out the FAFSA for college-going in the fall of 2015 starting January 1.


