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EXPLORE/PLAN LABELS ARRIVING FRIDAY
Due to ACT technical difficulties, the EXPLORE and PLAN labels will arrive in district offices Friday, September 14 via overnight FedEx shipping.  This is one day prior to the opening of the testing window.  School and district staff may choose to write student names on the answer folder prior to test administration and apply the label after testing.  If a school decides to add the label after testing, please be careful to place each label on the matching student’s answer folder.  
 
ACT, INC. DAC/BAC MANUAL TO ARRIVE
A printed copy of the DAC/BAC Manual for all assessments purchased from ACT, Inc. will also arrive on September 14.  The manual will be packaged separately from the EXPLORE and PLAN labels.  The manual contains important reminders and policy updates especially for End-of-Couse testing.  An electronic copy is available on the KDE website at the following location:
http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/Testing+and+Reporting+/District+Support/ACT+Inc+Assessments/.

Scroll to the middle of the page and click on 2012-13 DAC BAC Guide for EPAS QC COMPASS link.

If you have questions regarding labels or the manual, please contact the Division of Support and Research by phone at 502-564-4394 or by general e-mail address at dacinfo@education.ky.gov.

FORWARD OF SCHOOL REPORT CARD MESSAGE
The following message regarding the School Report Card (SRC) was sent by Jay Roberts to SRC Contacts earlier today. It is provided as information to DACs.

District Report Card Contacts:

As we rapidly approach the opening of the School Report Card and the public release of school and district data, here is some information that we hope will assist you in preparing for the data release. Data continues to be loaded into the School Report Card located at http://appq1.education.ky.gov/SRC/ :

1.  The Delivery Tab is now available; it contains the previously released College/Career Readiness (CCR) targets and data through 2011 for districts.  It is also provided at the school level.  The 2012 data is not yet available.  The rest of the Delivery tab shells are shown (without data) for districts to see what will be provided when 2012 data is available.
1. The Free/ Reduced lunch data has been updated. It is pulled from Infinite Campus for active enrollments on Nov 1 (it does not include no shows or students marked as state exclude), per the data steward. Districts can compare to their Qualifying data on Oct 31, or run ad-hocs from Infinite Campus.
1. The graduation rate and transition to adult life data has been updated.  The only change was to remove out-of- state students that impacted districts with Job Corps Centers.  All other nonacademic data has been previously reviewed and is final.


The deadline for entering the school and district level data into the Data Collector (the old School Report Card Application at https://applications.education.ky.gov/login/ ) is close of business September 21, 2012. The data to be entered are:

1. Changes or edits to the information on the School or District Identification Screen. This is the time to correct the principal’s or superintendent’s name or e-mail address, the school or Board Office location and other important contact information. 
1. 5th year Primary Data can be entered on the School Identification screen of appropriate schools.
1. There is nothing for schools or districts to enter on the Teacher Qualification screen. That data are preloaded and displayed in the School Report card at http://appq1.education.ky.gov/SRC/ .
1. School and District safety screen:  3 questions are to be answered. The remainder of the safety data is preloaded into the School Report Card at http://appq1.education.ky.gov/SRC/ .
1. Student resources (school and district screen): expenditures per student (school and district), # of Internet connected student workstations; # of student workstations that meet KETS standards
1. Parental Involvement (school and district) screen:  all of the fields on this screen are to be filled in by school and district.
1. SDBM and Board Membership screen: Names of SBDM members Board members are to be filled as well as a phone number at which they can be contacted (normally a number at the school or Board Office).

All the other data will be preloaded into the School Report Card accessed at http://appq1.education.ky.gov/SRC/ 

Several questions have come in from the field concerning the data to be entered into the Data Collector or old School Report Card Application:

We have gotten several questions about the school and district student expenditure data. The issue of which set of MUNIS directions to use seems to have been resolved. Districts using MUNIS 9.1, the vast majority of the districts, use the formula available on the KDE Website at http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/About+Schools+and+Districts/School+Report+Cards/MUNIS+Instructions+for+Calculating+School+and+District+Expenditure+per+Pupil.htm. The handful of districts using MUNIS 9.3 need to contact me for an appropriate set of instructions.

The computer data has drawn its usual number of questions. Only two fields are to be filled in on the Collector: The number of student Internet connected computers (including iPads) and the number of student Internet connected computers that meet KETS minimum standards. The percentages will be cleverly calculated by the application itself.

We have had questions concerning the student-teacher ratios preloaded into the report card. We are currently reviewing this data and the calculation methods employed.

We have had questions concerning the entry of district GPS coordinates in the system. Districts are supposed to login http://applications.education.ky.gov/login and follow the link KY School locations (GIS Coordinates) to update their district coordinates.

Finally, we have had a number of districts submit new school pictures to us. If you have schools without pictures or with pictures that are not pleasing to you, please e-mail the pictures to me in a large enough format to be edited with the six-digit district and school number as identification (XXX-XXX).
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