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QUALITYCORE END-OF-COURSE STRESS TEST REGISTRATION (DAC Action Required)
KDE is working with ACT to offer a test of their online system, Vantage, at 10:00 a.m. ET/ 9:00 a.m. CT on Wednesday, November 20. Schools have the opportunity to join this free online assessment in Algebra I and/or English 9.  

In order to participate, basic information is needed from each district and school: Identifying Information, Content Area and Students. Later today, Loretta Johnson will send an e-mail to each DAC with a link to a survey through SurveyMonkey. (If you do not receive the e-mail from Loretta, please check your Junkmail folder.) The e-mail will have a survey for one school in your district. If more than one school is participating, please send an e-mail to Loretta.johnson@education.ky.gov with the number of additional schools to register. She will send additional links needed to complete a separate survey for each school. The survey(s) must be completed by Friday, September 13.  

The survey contains 12 questions for each school, including:

1. Identifying Information:  District Name, District Number, School Name and Number.  
1. Content Area:  Schools can register to participate for one or both content areas (Algebra I and/or English 9).
1. Students: Schools can choose to register students in entire grade levels (9, 10, 11, 12) OR particular courses (course name, course number). To register by course, please insert the course name and number the school has used within Infinite Campus (IC). Note: Registering students in individual courses will require the DAC to input the name and course code number of each course. The maximum number of courses able to be input into the survey is 10. If additional courses need to be registered, please contact Loretta at the above e-mail address. 
Based on the information provided in the survey, KDE will extract from IC the students identified by the district. Once the extract has been made from IC, district staff will have the opportunity to review the particular students to be included on the testing roster(s) within Vantage.  

Participation is limited to 20,000 students. If there are more students registered than able to test, OAA will contact DACs for the level of participation in each district.

Please see the attached document for details of administration and potential benefits to schools (shared in a previous DAC Monday E-Mail).





QualityCore New DAC Training
A detailed QualityCore Test Administration Training is available for new DACs, BACs, and Test Administrators or for staff who need a refresher in administering the end-of-course assessments. The in-depth training covers computer based and paper based administrations. The PowerPoint with voiceover can be accessed at, http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/Presentations.aspx.  

To view the presentation with recording: 1) Turn speaker volume to acceptable level, 2) Open Presentation, 3) Click Slideshow Tab, 4) Click View Slideshow from Beginning.  


ACT EXPLORE AND PLAN MATERIALS ARRIVING EARLY 
ACT, Inc. is ahead of schedule for the shipment of material orders. ACT Explore and Plan materials were due to be delivered the week of September 3, but are arriving in districts beginning this week. Materials and Pre-ID labels are being shipped separately. Both are due to arrive no later than Friday, September 6.


1 | Page
Stress Test Recruitment.pdf
Stress Test

o Algebra | and/or
English 9

o Wednesday,
November 20

» 10:00 ET/
9:00 CT

e Open to all
students

e One or two
multiple-choice
sessions

ProricienT & PREPARED FOR

SUCCESS

Kenruoxy Devanrment or Eoucanon

KDE

Stress Test—Vantage System

Opportunity to ‘Test’ the QualityCore End-of-Course Online System

During the spring
2013, the Kentucky
Department of Educa-
tion (KDE), Office of
Assessment and Ac-
countability (OAA),
asked schools adminis-
tering computer-based
ACT QualityCore®
end-of-course exami-
nations to suspend
online testing due to
technology problems
at ACT, Inc.

Purpose

During the fall 2013,
KDE is requiring
ACT, Inc. to provide a
test of the online sys-
tem. The purpose of
this assessment is to
provide Kentucky
educators assurance

Benefits to Students and Schools

Many benefits will be

gained from testing the

system including:

I) Collectively, the
state will help as-
sure the system is
capable of
statewide admin-
istration;

2) Schools will receive

summary data, if
the full test is ad-
ministered;

3) Students will re-
ceive individual
student reports

the online system will
work with 20,000

students in the system
at once. ACT must
prove the system has
been fixed.

Details

Schools wishing to test
online in spring 2014
are expected to join
the online stress test.

ACT, Inc. is providing
Algebra | and English 9
assessments on
Wednesday, Novem-
ber 20 at 10:00
ET/9:00 CT. Schools
must start testing be-
tween 9:45 - 10:15 ET/
8:45 - 9:15 CT.

Schools may partici-

with connections
to ACT Plan;

4) For schools con-
sidering computer
-based testing
(CBT), it is an
opportunity to try
online testing.

5) This also may test
the Schools/
Districts band-
width capabilities
ahead of Spring
testing.

pate in one or both of
these content areas.

Schools may also
choose to give one
multiple-choice session
(45 minutes) or two
multiple-choice sessions
(90 minutes). Choosing
one multiple-choice
session may be less
interruption to the
school schedule and will
provide the state/
district information
about the online sys-
tem. With only one
multiple-choice session,
ACT cannot provide

~

student or school data.
Choosing two multiple-
choice sessions will test
the system and allow
students and schools to
receive data.

School Decision

Multiple-Choice | (45 Minutes)

Stresses Online System (no score data)
OR
Multiple-Choice | and 2 (90 Minutes)
Stresses Online System
School Summary Score Data

Individual Student Report

.
College/Career Readiness for All
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Next Steps

Stress Test
Survey to District Assessment Coordinators

o Algebra | and/or
English 9 KDE will provide District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) a survey via
e-mail. DACs will identify the content area schools wish to participate

o Wednesday, (Algebra | and/or English 9), grade level or specific courses of students,

November 20 and approximate number of students, along with other school/district
o 10:00 ET/ identifying information.
9:00 CT Minimal Work for Schools
e Open to all
ACT will create one test roster per content area (Algebra | and/or Eng-
students . o
lish 9) for each participating school. Based on the response of the sur-
e One or two vey, KDE will pull from Infinite Campus the students identified by the
multiple-choice DACGs. ACT will place the students on the roster for testing. These
sessions rosters will be locked allowing no additions to the testing roster by the

school.

School staff will schedule testing and retrieve the student information
needed to log into the system from Vantage.

All students will take the assessment at one time across the state. Staff
will be asked to monitor the system and complete a small survey. KDE
wants to collect the experience for the school and students during the
stress test.

School Options are:

I) Choose one or both subjects
to test.

Virtual and End User Tests Being Administered

In helping provide a better end-of-course assessment experience,
KDE will be working with ACT/Vantage on multiple tests of the
system, including virtual and end user tests. We will work to

2) Choose to give one multiple-
choice session (45 minutes) or
two multiple-choice sessions

perform a series of stress tests to ensure the system will function (90 minutes).

properly under load.
3) Choose which grades and

We have several options to perform these stress tests and believe classes to test - not all students

the best practice would include all variables that are experienced can test
in the actual assessment environments. Those environments would
include ACT/Vantage data centers, service provider/Internet con-

nections, KEN rack components, the district’s LAN and end user

workstations. By encompassing all of these variables, we will have
a more accurate set of metrics of performance in anticipation of
the actual end-of-course assessments scheduled. These metrics
will also aid in setting additional guidelines and practices at each of
these variables, for the upcoming 2013-14 assessments.
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