[bookmark: _MailOriginal]Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA)
Special DAC E-Mail 
November 12, 2013 
[bookmark: _GoBack]

ACT-APPROVED TEST ACCOMMODATIONS APPLICATION DEADLINE
The deadline for ACT to receive Applications for ACT-Approved Test Accommodations with accompanying documentation for students enrolled at the school is Friday, November 22. ACT encourages the Test Accommodations Coordinator (TAC) to submit applications and documentation early.


ACT TEST ADMINISTRATION TRAINING ONLINE LINK
The Spring 2014 ACT Test Administration Training is now available on the KDE website. The link to the Test Administration Online training is here: Link to Training. 

Test administrators who had infractions in 2013 that resulted in cancelled scores are required to attend the ACT Test Administration Training (either face-to-face or online). If participating in the online training, the ACT test administrator must log in individually to confirm attendance. Those with infractions not attending will be unable to serve as test administrators. DACs will be contacted prior to the March statewide administration for replacements, if needed.


COLLEGE READY STATUS FILE
The College Ready Status File has been uploaded to the KDE Secure Website in a Zip file format. Inside this Zip file are individual Excel workbooks for each high school in the district and a district spreadsheet with all of the students in the district. The DAC may download and disseminate these files at any time. The data used to identify students are the State and ACT National Test data, ACT Compass, KYOTE and Alternate Assessment data prior to June 2013. Note: The file was created based on a November 1 grade 12 enrollment in Infinite Campus (IC) including alternate assessment students.

Each school file contains four tabs:
1. Cover Sheet—The cover sheet has critical information about the use and limitations of the file. Please read carefully.
1. College Ready—Students on this list have met the college benchmarks and are NOT eligible for ACT Compass or KYOTE.
1. NOT College Ready—Students on this list have not met the college benchmarks and may be eligible for ACT Compass or KYOTE.
1. Unknown—Students on this list are Kentucky students for whom OAA does not have linked assessment data. They may be eligible for ACT Compass or KYOTE. Please see the limitations listed below for more information.

Note: Career Readiness Data can be located in the TEDs system.

The complete district list file provides one list of all students in the district with the same tabs each school file contains. For districts with one high school, it contains the same names as the school file. For districts with multiple high schools, the district file contains names from each high school.

To access the Zip file, go to the KDE Secure Website (https://applications.education.ky.gov/login/) and choose Student Data Detail (Excel and PDF). Choose the District ZIP file from other file formats: SD13_ddd (Your District Number) _College Ready Status_Distname.zip.



ACT COMPASS UPDATE TRAINING AVAILABLE
An ACT Compass Update Training is now available for previously trained staff. Important policies were reviewed and new components of ACT Compass for the 2013-14 school year were discussed.

The approximately 30-minute session was recorded and is available on the KDE website. The COMPASS Update Training 2013-14 may be accessed through the KDE Media Portal. The attached PowerPoint presentation was used during the presentation.





ACT EXPLORE® AND ACT PLAN® STATE CONTRACT
Kentucky will administer the ACT Explore and ACT Plan assessments once more in fall 2014. ACT, Inc. recently sent a letter to all schools in the nation entitled, “Exciting Changes in College Readiness Assessment for ACT Explore® and ACT Plan® Users.” The letter indicated the “adoption of ACT Aspire…” to replace ACT Explore and ACT Plan and was mistakenly mailed to Kentucky schools.

Before moving forward with new assessments, KDE wishes to gather information, through a Request for Information (RFI) process, about available assessments of student achievement and capabilities of vendors. KDE plans to carefully review the responses to the RFI as part of the information-gathering process. This information will also be used to assist KDE in making any informed decisions about any future Request for Proposals (RFPs) for assessments and related products and services to be used in Kentucky schools.
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