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KICKOFF TO SPRING TESTING
Happy New Year! OAA wishes District Assessment Coordinators and all who work with the assessment and accountability system a year of happiness, good health and professional achievement. 

With the arrival of 2014, it is time to begin preparing for spring testing. Over the next several weeks, DACs will be asked to do several planning activities including:
1. Select and register for a February face-to-face DAC meeting. 
1. Confirm in Infinite Campus student demographics for EOC testing. (Announced earlier in EOC December training)
1. Attend a LYNC session to learn about the new text reader accommodation. 
1. Confirm enrollment, order accommodated test materials and select a shipping option in the PearsonAccess system.
1. Establish with OAA the final 14 instructional days and five-day test window.


2014 FEBRUARY DAC MEETINGS
Below is a list of the February DAC trainings scheduled around the state for the upcoming spring assessments. Please review the list and decide which training date/location best suits your needs. Registration is required so OAA can plan for materials and work within the size limits of the each facility. If inclement weather or another emergency occurs, KDE will notify those registered for each meeting and send a special DAC E-Mail. Division staff offers a special “thank you” to the DACs who helped with finding the locations.

February 11, KEDC in Ashland
February 12, Pike Central High School in Pikeville
February 14, Madison Co. Extension Office in Richmond
February 19, Camp Ernst Middle School in Florence
February 21, Russell Co. Natatorium in Russell Springs
February 25, KY Dam Village in Gilbertsville
February 26, Owensboro Bd. of Education in Owensboro
February 27, Hillvue Heights Church in Bowling Green (new location- address is 3219 Nashville Road)
March 5, KY Transportation Building in Frankfort

The DAC Meetings will begin at 9:00 a.m. local time and will conclude by 4:00 p.m. An agenda will be shared closer to the sessions. EILA credit (5-6 hours) will be given for the DAC training. OAA will send out EILA credit confirmations electronically when all trainings are completed. A recorded training will also be made available after the face-to-face sessions are completed.

To register, complete the attached spreadsheet and e-mail it to Teresa King (Teresa.king@education.ky.gov). We are asking each registrant to provide a work e-mail and an emergency phone number in case of inclement weather. We encourage DACs to register as soon as they make their decision on where and when to attend. Please complete no later than Wednesday, January 29, 2014.

The spreadsheet has several fields that provide a set of dropdown choices from which to select. Of course, name, e-mail and phone must be entered manually. 

 

INFINITE CAMPUS UPDATE FOR END-OF-COURSE SPRING TESTING 
As mentioned in December training, ACT, Inc. and KDE have established a schedule for the third round of student record updates in the ACT QualityCore online system, Vantage. This effort will ensure that all appropriate student records are created/updated prior to the established deadlines for the spring EOC test windows. To ensure student records are correctly created or updated in Vantage, it is important that student demographic information is updated in Infinite Campus no later than January 14. ACT expects the updates to be completed in Vantage by late January. For more details, please view the recorded ACT QualityCore EOC Update Training (December), at http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/EOC.aspx. If you have questions, please contact ACT Customer Services at (866) 764-7228.


LYNC TRAINING TO INTRODUCE TEXT READER AND UPDATE PEARSONACCESS
A LYNC training session will be provided two times next week to introduce the (new for 2014) text reader accommodation available for grades 3-8, as well as an update on PearsonAccess ordering. The session is designed to provide a basic awareness of the text reader for DACs/BACs to make an informed decision on whether the text reader CD is a good option for their district and schools. Orders for text reader and all accommodated materials are placed in PearsonAccess. 

You do NOT need to register for the LYNC session. The LYNC meeting does not require installation of a client or a particular browser. Audio is handled within the meeting link. No phone line is necessary. Since the sessions are repeated, attend one of the trainings.

[bookmark: _InsertRtfSavedPosition]To join the January 15, 11:00 a.m. ET session or January 16, 2:00 p.m. ET session use this link:
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Join online meeting

https://meet.lync.com/staffkyschools-education/pamela.powers/R0DTL394   

First online meeting? 

.........................................................................................................................................

PEARSONACCESS TO OPEN 
PearsonAccess is the online connection to Pearson products and services for the Spring 2014 Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational Progress (K-PREP) assessments. In preparation for the Spring 2014 K-PREP testing (grades 3-8 and high school writing), PearsonAccess will open on January 13. However, districts and schools are strongly encouraged to participate in one of the above-mentioned LYNC sessions, in order to obtain important spring 2014 K-PREP information, prior to logging into PearsonAccess.

Within PearsonAccess, districts and schools will be able to:
1. View student enrollment counts for K-PREP (grades 3-8, 10 and 11)
1. Order accommodated testing materials (Braille, large-print, audio CD, and text reader CD)
1. Update district and school profiles (addresses, Building Assessment Coordinators)
1. Choose an option to have district test materials delivered. When choosing a delivery option, please refer to your district calendar so as not to choose a date that will interfere with spring break.

COLLECTION OF DISTRICT TEST WINDOW(S) AND LAST 14 INSTRUCTIONAL DAYS
Kentucky legislation established the spring test window within the last 14 instructional days of the district’s modified calendar. With many possible windows, OAA asks all DACs to complete a K-PREP Spring 2014 Test Window Survey. Beginning next week, Maranda Perkins (Maranda.Perkins@education.ky.gov) will e-mail a survey to each DAC individually to begin this collection process. The survey will be due to OAA by March 3, 2014. After the initial submission of the survey, DACs may make changes if your district calendar changes due to inclement weather or other issues. Maranda will walk you through the process of resubmitting a new survey form. 

If you have questions about any of today’s topics, please contact our office at 502-564-4394 or by e-mail at dacinfo@education.ky.gov.
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