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Special DAC E-Mail 
February 13, 2014 

[bookmark: _GoBack]ACT EXPLORE AND PLAN STATE DATA TO BE RELEASED FEBRUARY 14
On Friday, February 14, at 3:00 p.m. ET, the Kentucky Department of Education will release statewide data from the September 2013 administration of the ACT Explore and ACT Plan assessments. Kentucky continues to use the same benchmarks in accountability as last year. The benchmark scores for ACT Explore are English—13, Mathematics—17 and Reading—15. The benchmark scores for ACT Plan are English—15, Mathematics—19, and Reading—17.  

ACT, Inc., however, has changed benchmarks in Reading and Science content areas for these two assessments. The Explore and Plan reports from ACT include the new benchmarks they adopted in August 2013. This means the percentage meeting benchmark on the ACT reports are not comparable to previous years in Reading and Science when comparing ACT Reports.

The ACT reports will not match the data presented since the benchmarks being used in Reading and Science are different.

A press release will be provided regarding the state results.

Data will be available on the KDE website in the Open House area after 3:00 p.m. ET tomorrow. Until that time, the data are considered embargoed from discussion in public meetings or in media reports.

There are three types of reports for each test (Average Score, Benchmarks and State Trends) that will be posted on the web tomorrow. Please see the following six attachments:

1. Explore Average Score (EXCEL)
1. Explore Benchmarks (EXCEL)
1. Explore State Trends 2014 (PDF)
1. Plan Average Score (EXCEL)
1. Plan Benchmarks (EXCEL)
1. Plan State Trends 2014 (PDF)


Please contact Jennifer Stafford if you should have any questions at jennifer.stafford@education.ky.gov or 502-564-2256.









ACT EXPLORE AND ACT PLAN DATA REVIEW EXTENDED
Due to inclement weather, the Student Data Review and Rosters application will remain open for ACT Explore/ACT Plan data review until February 21 at 5:00 p.m. Fields for review and/or change include Student Name, SSID, Date of Birth, Gender, Ethnicity, Accountable School, Non-participation, IEP, Title I, LEP, Lunch Status, and Alternate K-PREP. The fields of Grade and Tested School cannot be changed by schools or districts. Should changes be needed, e-mail kdeassessment@education.ky.gov. The SDRR manual for the data review process and other resources are available on the KDE website SDRR page at this link:
http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Documents/SDRR%20Data%20Review%20User%20Manual%2020140127.pdf.

This data review provides districts and schools the opportunity to clean up data from ACT Explore/ACT Plan September 2013 testing BEFORE the data are included in accountability reporting in fall 2014. 
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