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DETAILS REGARDING MARCH ACT
Last week, the Kentucky Department of Education collected a survey regarding ACT testing for 2014. The Office of Assessment and Accountability staff would like to thank DACs and their designees for the quick response. The response rate was outstanding. The information was valuable in determining options for ACT testing.  

Options
Due to the severe weather in Kentucky this winter, ACT, Inc. is providing the following two options for the 2014 ACT test administration.  

Option 1: March 4 (initial test date), March 18 (make-up) and the accommodations window March 4-18
Option 2: March 18 (initial test date) without a make-up date and the accommodations window March 4-18

Next Steps
Districts must decide which option to choose for ACT testing. The decision, made by the district, will then apply to all schools administering the ACT in that district. Once the decision has been made, follow these guidelines:

Option 1:  For districts that choose Option 1, there is no action needed. Test materials will arrive as scheduled from ACT for testing on March 4 (initial test date). The Test Supervisor will place make-up orders for March 18 according to ACT’s standard procedures. ALL accommodated materials will be shipped to arrive for testing March 4-18. 

Option 2:  For districts that choose Option 2, the DAC must respond, by close of business tomorrow (Tuesday, February 18), to this e-mail with the following information:
District Number (insert district number) and District Name (insert district name) will not test on March 4, but instead will test on March 18 with the accommodations window March 4-18.

For districts that select Option 2, ACT will make an effort not to ship standard time test materials for March 4 for any schools in the district. ACT will print and ship new test forms for standard time testing for March 18. The confirmed enrollment figure provided by participating schools will be used for the quantity shipped for March 18. However, accommodated materials will arrive in order to be utilized March 4-18 as required.   

As a reminder, KRS 158.6453 mandates all juniors take the ACT. Purposeful omission of students from state testing is a violation of statute. DACs are encouraged to review with staff 703 KAR 5:080, the Administration Code for Kentucky’s Educational Assessment Program, http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/AdminCode.aspx. KDE will monitor testing and attendance rates during ACT testing dates.  
 
Note: Responses to the survey last week were for informational purposes only.  

DAC ACTION REQUIRED
To change testing to March 18, respond to this e-mail.

For questions, please contact Jennifer Stafford at Jennifer.stafford@education.ky.gov or (502) 564-2256.
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