[bookmark: _MailOriginal]Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA)
Special DAC E-Mail 
April 29, 2014 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Please see below an important time-sensitive message, from Dr. Holliday, regarding ACT COMPASS®. Superintendents received this message earlier.

From: Holliday, Terry - Commissioner, Dept. of Education 
Sent: Tuesday, April 29, 2014 3:57 PM
To: All State Supt
Subject: ACT COMPASS® AND COMPUTER APPLICATIONS; URGENT!

(Note: This message also will go to District Assessment Coordinators after it goes to superintendents.)

Dear Superintendents,

Northern Kentucky University and the Kentucky Department of Education have conducted independent experiments on calculator use and ACT’s Compass® assessment. The purpose of both experiments was to determine if the use of a computer mathematical software program* or application (such as Zoom Math) on calculators approved for testing provides an unfair advantage to students taking ACT Compass®. KDE’s research document is attached.

The results of both experiments concluded that the use of mathematical software programs may not accurately measure students’ mathematical abilities and provides an unfair technical advantage to students by artificially inflating their scores. Mathematical software programs may allow students without mathematics content knowledge and skills the ability to score high enough to be placed into college credit-bearing courses, oftentimes into college algebra. Therefore, beginning immediately, all public high schools must discontinue student use of any calculators with computer mathematical software programs or applications (such as Zoom Math) for ACT Compass®. School and district staff may determine if this type of software has value for use during instruction.

Options for ACT Compass® Testing

It is the responsibility of the Test Administrator to ensure students are using the correct calculators. Violations must be reported as required by the state's Administration Code. 

To implement this policy change, there are multiple options for schools including:
1. Use the on-screen calculator provided within the ACT Compass® program;
2. Replace a programmable calculator with a non-programmable calculator;
3. Remove any mathematical software programs from calculators used for ACT Compass® testing; or
4. Suppress the program on calculators used for ACT Compass® testing. 
Note: Some approved calculators including Texas Instruments’ TI-84 Plus & TI-84 Plus Silver Edition have a Press-to-Test mode. Press-to-Test mode can be utilized to prepare calculators for exams. For specific information, please see vendors’ user manuals.

KDE does not plan to invalidate ACT Compass® scores administered to date since these mathematics programs and applications were not banned on ACT Compass®. Moving forward, however, KDE will invalidate any scores where inappropriate mathematical software programs or applications are used. 

KDE and ACT will continue to research the use of Zoom Math and similar applications on other state tests including ACT QualityCore and Pearson’s K-PREP.

The research on ACT Compass® has been given to the Council on Postsecondary Education (CPE). CPE is sharing it with the 2-year and 4-year postsecondary system. They will review the studies and discuss any further action and recommendations.

*Computer mathematical software programs can be built into a calculator or can be added as an application. ACT clearly prohibits use of the TI-89 calculator that has a built-in computer software program. The applications that can be added to a calculator like Zoom Math, in essence, turn a calculator into a banned computer algebraic system. These programs allow students to simply type the equation from the question into a calculator program that, in turn, solves the problem. This, of course, affects the validity of the test.

If you have questions regarding this message, please contact the Division of Support and Research in the Office of Assessment and Accountability by phone at 502-564-4394 or by e-mail at dacinfo@education.ky.gov.

Terry Holliday, Ph.D.
Commissioner of Education 
Kentucky Department of Education
Office 502-564-3141
Fax 502-564-5680
Email Terry.Holliday@education.ky.gov
Twitter @kycommissioner 
Facebook http://www.facebook.com/kydeptofed
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