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MONDAY SUPERINTENDENT E-MAIL – June 29, 2015

As part of our effort to streamline communications and cut down on the number of e-mails you receive, here is a Monday E-Mail that combines several items into one communication.

Please read the Monday E-mail as it contains information about the following KDE-related items:
1. Kentucky Core Academic Standards Challenge results released
1. Assessment and Accountability Update
1. Kentucky educators chosen as Literacy Design Collaborative (LDC) ambassadors
1. KDE is Seeking Feedback on Revised Draft Social Studies Standards
1. Electronic Submission of Construction Project Documents to KDE District Facilities Branch (DFB)
1. Kentucky Teacher – TELL survey results indicate teachers’ voices being heard
Click here to view Fast Five on Friday articles, June 26, 2015. 

Also, take a look at the items under the section titled “Items from Outside Agencies”.

If you have questions about the specific items, please see the contact information for each item.

NOTE: There will not be a Fast Five on Friday e-mail this week due to the Fourth of July holiday. We will return to the normal schedule next week. Have a safe and happy 4th!  


Items from KDE
Kentucky Core Academic Standards Challenge results released
From August 2014 through April 2015, the Kentucky Department of Education provided an online platform for anyone in the state to read the English/language arts and mathematics standards and provide specific feedback on how the standards could be improved.

Nearly 4,000 people took part in the challenge, about half of those were educators. Overall, 88 percent of the respondents gave the standards a “thumbs up” and did not indicate any changes were needed. About 12 percent of respondents indicated they would like to see some sort of change in one or more of the standards. Of those who wanted to see a change, 71 percent wanted to see one or more of the standards moved to a different grade level; 32 percent suggested a rewrite of a standard and about 8 percent wanted to see a current standard broken into two or more standards. Respondents could suggest more than one change to the standards.

The challenge was part of the department’s regular review of the academic standards taught in Kentucky classrooms. Teams of content experts, teachers from K-12 and postsecondary and education stakeholders are working with agency staff to review all of the feedback collected as part of the challenge and propose revisions that have merit for improving the overall quality and appropriateness of the standards to promote college/career readiness for all students. Proposed changes will be shared with educators for clarity before going to the Kentucky Board of Education for consideration. Any changes to the standards would not be implemented until the 2016-17 school year or later.

For more information, as well as a listing of the specific feedback collected on each standard through the online platform, visit the Kentucky Core Academic Standards Challenge webpage on the Kentucky Department of Education website.


Assessment and accountability update
Please be advised of the following reporting and testing announcements.

Reporting Fall 2015
1. Critical to accurate reporting of your Graduation Rate and College/Career Readiness is G-Code entry in Infinite Campus. The Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) has been working directly with District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) on meeting the June 30 deadline for G-Code entry. Please remind your district staff about this important task and deadline.
1. OAA will be providing data cleanup opportunities before public reporting of assessment results. Your DAC should expect to facilitate your local data review and cleanup in August. Details will be shared with DACs in future OAA communications.
1. Data calculations and reporting rules for fall 2015 reporting are the same as those used in fall 2014. Revised regulations will impact the 2015-16 school year and fall 2016 reporting.

Testing 2015-16
1. Kentucky is cancelling the fall 2015 administration of ACT Explore (grade 8) and ACT Plan (grade 10) assessments. These assessments have been phased out by ACT, Inc. No new test forms are available for the Kentucky September 2015 administration. The 2015 test form will repeat the 2014 form. Test security for the form and specific items is questionable and raises concerns about the use of the test results from a 2015 administration. Also, the Transition Attainment Record for alternate assessment students at grade 8 and 10 will be cancelled.
1. ACT announced recently that it is also phasing out the Compass assessment; however, Compass will remain available for Kentucky for the 2015-16 school year.
1. In spring 2016, Kentucky’s science assessments will use the same process as the spring 2015 science assessments. To meet federal testing requirements, students will take a science Norm-Referenced Test in grades 4 and 7, but the results will not be included in accountability. High school students will continue to take the Biology End-of-Course assessment. As in 2014-15, high school results remain part of accountability. Alternate assessment students will take science assessments at elementary, middle and high school levels, results will not be included in accountability. As Kentucky works toward a new assessment based on the Kentucky Academic Standards in Science (KAS Science), please continue to support teachers in the classroom implementation of the new standards.

OAA will be working with stakeholders on the implementation of changes moving forward. If you have questions about these updates, please contact Associate Commissioner Rhonda Sims by e-mail or by phone at (502) 564-2256.


Kentucky educators chosen as Literacy Design Collaborative (LDC) ambassadors
A number of Kentucky educators have been selected to serve as 2015 LDC Lead & Learn Fellows and will serve as LDC ambassadors at the SREB College- and Career-Readiness Standards Networking Conference in Atlanta next month. Fellowship teams will present LDC sessions to share their practice, enhance learning for others at the LDC Learn Station, engage in social media, and continue the conversation after the conference with posts on the LDC Blog.
Congratulations to Carol Franks (KDE), Becky Woosley (KDE), Sharon Thurman (Daviess County), Kari Kinder (Daviess County), Gary McCormick (Kenton County), Amanda Minnich (Kenton County), Renee Boss (The Fund, KY), and Kelly Philbeck (KDE) for being selected as LDC Lead and Learn Fellows! What an incredible Kentucky representation in this national team!

For more about the Literacy Design Collaborative, click here.


KDE is Seeking Feedback on Revised Draft Social Studies Standards
The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) is seeking feedback on proposed Social Studies Standards. As a result of previous feedback collected through December 2014, storylines preceding each grade level page of standards and 30 percent (52) of the proposed standards were revised to better capture the vision and outcomes for each grade level. Though this set of standards has met the criteria called for by Senate Bill 1 (2009) and has involved Kentucky educators throughout the drafting and revision process, it is time to seek additional feedback to inform next drafts/steps in the process of adoption into Kentucky’s required Academic Standards.

Through Wednesday, September 30, all who are interested are invited to review the proposed standards in social studies and share feedback and suggestions that may be used to refine them prior to final consideration for adoption. Feedback and comments will need to be thoughtfully considered and any needed revisions made before bringing forward a final set of proposed standards to the board for action during the 2015-16 school year.
 
To provide feedback on the draft Social Studies Standards, please use this link: www.surveymonkey.com/r/kyss2015.

Questions on this process can be directed to Karen Kidwell at karen.kidwell@education.ky.gov. 


Electronic Submission of Construction Project Documents to KDE District Facilities Branch (DFB)
In order to enhance and provide continued efficiency with the facilities process, KDE is developing an information management system for the District Facilities Branch (DFB). As part of this new system, beginning July 1, all construction project documents must be submitted electronically in Portable Document Format (PDF) to the KDE Facilities SharePoint site: https://staffkyschools.sharepoint.com/sites/dsapps/KDEConstruction. While currently under construction, please bookmark this site for future use.

(For details on required document submittals, refer to 702 KAR 4:160 and the BG-1 checklist accompanying the initial approved BG-1.)

Initial access to the Facilities SharePoint site will be automatically assigned to each district superintendent, finance officer and facilities director. Upon request by the superintendent to DFB, access will be provided to design professionals and other appropriate parties. Access to the SharePoint site will allow uploading of project files. Access will be limited to the district superintendent and assigned district personnel and consultants on a project-by-project basis.

Initial BG-1 forms must be uploaded to the SharePoint site. Upon approval, a BG-1 number will be assigned to the project and a unique project folder created in the SharePoint site, accessible only to those holding permissions. All subsequent project documents must be uploaded to the SharePoint site. Note that the e-mail addresses for BG-1 and BG-5 submittals will be discontinued July 1, 2015.
Additional information will be available on the KDE Facilities SharePoint site.
For assistance contact the following KDE staff:
1. General submission questions: Calleen Yett at calleen.yett@education.ky.gov or (502) 564-4326, extension 4431. 
1. Project specific questions: the district assigned District Facilities Branch Project Manager. Refer to the KDE District Facilities Branch Project Managers List and contact information on KDE School Facilities webpage at http://education.ky.gov/districts/fac/Pages/default.aspx;
1. Questions related to BG-1 and BG-5 submittals: Jeff Coulter at jeffrey.coulter@education.ky.gov or (502) 564-4326, extension 4459.
For assistance contact the following KDE staff.
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TELL survey results indicate teachers’ voices being heard 
Kentucky Teacher, KDE’s award-winning online publication, is the place to go to stay abreast of what is happening in Kentucky’s public schools. Kentucky Teacher includes education news, feature articles that highlight successful classroom practice, helpful resources and more.

Here’s a look at what’s coming in Kentucky Teacher the week of June 29:

1. Results of the recent Teaching, Empowering, Leading and Learning (TELL) Kentucky Survey show that most Kentucky teachers say their school used the survey to improve working conditions that affect teaching and learning. Read about what else teachers had to say in the survey.

Make sure you don’t miss anything in Kentucky Teacher by signing up to receive e-mail updates whenever new stories or features are added. Rest assured, we won’t share your e-mail address. 

We want to hear from you, too, so send your comments, feedback or story suggestions to us at kentuckyteacher@education.ky.gov or post your comments online.

Kentucky Teacher is produced by KDE’s Division of Communications.


Items from Outside Agencies

PLEASE NOTE: Inclusion of items in this section does not constitute endorsement by the Kentucky Department of Education.

Kentucky State Parks Educator Open House 
The Kentucky State Parks are holding an open house July 15 aimed at educators interested in finding out more about the educational offerings at parks around the state.

The open house will be from 10:30 a.m. to noon (local time) at 28 state resort parks, recreation parks and historic sites. 

The parks ask educators interested in attending to register by calling the park of their choice by July 9. A list of the 28 participating parks and contacts is available at www.parks.ky.gov.

The open house will include a tour of the park, explanation of the overnight and day programs available, and an explanation of the Inside Out Education grants provided by the Kentucky State Parks Foundation. For more information, educators should call the park they are interested in visiting.


KSBA legislative preview
The Kentucky School Boards Association will be holding its 2016 Legislative Preview Conference, July 10 in Lexington.
The KSBA 2016 Legislative Preview Conference will run from 9 a.m. to noon ET, separate from the Summer Leadership Institute that runs Friday evening through Saturday afternoon. 
KSBA Governmental Relations Director Hope McLaughlin has created a three-segment program on key issues leading into the 2016 legislative session. All dealing with funding.
At 9 a.m., Beau Barnes, deputy executive general counsel and secretary of operations for the Kentucky Teachers’ Retirement System will give an update on activities to achieve legislative action on the state’s multibillion-dollar KTRS pension underfunding.
At 10 a.m., Michael Goetz of the financial planning consulting firm Picus, Odden & Associates will give an overview of the Council for Better Education’s Adequacy in Excellence in Kentucky report and what it could mean for the future of education funding in Kentucky.
And at 11 a.m., a panel of legislators will discuss the process of writing the state budget for the next two fiscal years, including a deeper look at the priorities and challenges facing budget writers as January’s start of the session approaches.
The $40 fee covers all costs for participants including a light breakfast for attendees. 
To register, click here and for more information, or contact Hope McLaughlin by e-mail or at (800) 372-2962.

National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP) helps principals continue their path to leadership
The NASSP is launching the Principals Path to leadership grant program to fund current principal pipeline growth. The purpose of the grant will be to increase the capacity and impact of existing programs over the next three years with an eye toward long-term sustainability. As part of this program, a select number of school districts or nonprofit organizations will be awarded three-year grants beginning in October 2015. Depending on the scope of the program, the grant amount will vary and will generally start at $300,000 over the three-year period.

If you are interested in exploring this grant opportunity for a principal leadership program in your district, please visit www.nassp.org/principalspath and submit this letter of inquiry by July 24, 2015.
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