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	April 11, 2016

	
In a special e-mail to superintendents, Dr. Stephen Pruitt shared information of interest to District Assessment Coordinators (DACs). Please see the information below and the letter attached.


Dear Superintendents,

The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) is seeking feedback on its request for a waiver from measuring Kentucky’s speaking and listening content standards, which are part of the state’s reading/language arts academic content standards.

As part of the peer review of state assessment systems required by the U.S. Department of Education (ED), ED has communicated that a state my request a limited waiver of the requirement that its assessment system cover the full range of its academic content standards for reading/language arts, if the standards include speaking and listening. Kentucky Academic Standards for reading/language arts include speaking and listening and may be accessed here. 

Kentucky is requesting this waiver because it is not practicable, at this time, to administer a large-scale summative assessment that includes speaking and listening standards. Kentucky is requesting the waiver through the 2016-17 school year. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The draft Kentucky Department of Education waiver request letter is attached. KDE welcomes your comments and those of others in your school district on this matter prior to submission of the letter to ED. Comments and feedback may be sent to Mary Ann Miller, Executive Director of the Kentucky Board of Education, at maryann.miller@education.ky.gov. Comments will be accepted until the close of business on Wednesday, April 20.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

Stephen L. Pruitt, Ph.D.
Commissioner of Education
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