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An e-mail was sent from Commissioner Pruitt to all superintendents on Monday, October 10, regarding the inclusion of Compass scores into college readiness. The contents of that e-mail are included below. 

Dear Superintendents,
Last week was the last public reporting of accountability under the Unbridled Learning: College and Career-Readiness for All accountability model. With input from the public and a variety of shareholder groups, Kentucky is in the process of developing a new accountability system that will align with both state and federal law. Passage of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) has provided this opportunity to transition to a new accountability model. The new system is due to be in place by the beginning of the 2017-18 school year. 

School year 2016-17 is one of transition. Our state could model some of the new pieces currently under discussion, continue to include some of the current measures or slightly change current measures. These and many other components must be decided before accountability for 2016-17 is determined. 

It is premature to announce what measures will be included in the new accountability model. However, there are high school seniors that have ACT Compass scores. If college placement exam scores are included in 2016-17 accountability, the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) will accept Compass results for students graduating in 2016-17.

KDE closed the state Compass testing program for grade 12 students on June 15, 2016. Some colleges and universities are continuing to offer Compass through November 2016. ACT will permanently close Compass in December 2016. 

Schools will need to keep a printed copy of the score results to enter into the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application in the spring for college readiness, since there will be no other way to access the results.

For questions on this matter, contact Jennifer Stafford at jennifer.stafford@education.ky.gov or via phone at (502) 564-2256, ext. 4714. 

Sincerely,

Stephen
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