Score Articulations for U.S. History Analytical Prompt:
The New Deal

Articulation for Student Paper A (Score 4):

Superior focus and analysis help lift this paper to a score of 4. The writer clearly establishes her position—that the Roosevelt administration marked a break from past presidencies, and that important measures taken by Franklin D. Roosevelt in dealing with the Great Depression have had lasting effects. Through clear writing, well-chosen points of discussion, and sharp analysis, the student effectively makes her case that Roosevelt’s administration did change the presidency by adapting it to the modern era.

To support this position, the student establishes the unprecedented role the Federal government played in the economy under Roosevelt and discusses the ways in which the executive branch expanded in both size and scope during the Depression years. She develops her points through knowledgeable discussion of specific and relevant New Deal policies and events. Her analysis throughout stays focused on the question of the metamorphosis of the presidency. The brief qualifications she invokes toward the end of the essay—that some of Roosevelt’s initiatives were rejected by the Supreme Court; that his court-packing efforts were unsuccessful—serve to refine her argument and demonstrate the nuance of her understanding. 

The essay is well organized and clearly written. Though some breaks in usage and syntax are evident, this is good first-draft writing, and the student is in control of her presentation of ideas from beginning to end.

Articulation for Student Paper B (Score 3):

This writer clearly states her thesis—that Franklin D. Roosevelt did not change the role of the presidency, but built upon the changes initiated by his predecessors—but she is only partially successful in supporting her position. She discusses two kinds of evidence, as required by the assignment, but does not keep her discussion of this evidence focused on the prompt question. Her description of Roosevelt’s use of media, for example, is clear and accurate, but her claim that he did not break new ground in his use of media, since “Presidents before him had appeared on TV and the radio,” is merely asserted, not made persuasive through discussion and development.

The student demonstrates a competent grasp of the New Deal, as, for example, when she discusses the Bank Holiday, the CCC, and the TVA. But she is not always successful in using this knowledge to support her thesis. Thus, the body of the essay consists largely of a mostly accurate but unfocused list of New Deal policies. We cannot therefore say that the essay provides a 4-worthy “thoughtful” or “insightful” treatment of the historical issue and its implications. Language use is adequate, but the essay is not organized in a way that fully supports a persuasive presentation of ideas. Although this student did not explain all the ideas listed, the student did explain several in detail, unlike the response in paper C.

Articulation for Student Paper C (Score 2):

This essay demonstrates some partial knowledge of the New Deal era, but its claims and discussion are vague and imprecise. The writer acknowledges the laissez-faire economics that preceded the New Deal, for example, but she does not explain the differences between the two approaches to the economy nor does she effectively use this distinction to support a thesis about Franklin D. Roosevelt’s transformation of the presidency. Likewise, the writer mentions the “Emergency Banking act” and fireside chats, but does not describe them or explain their purpose or effects. Instead of a sustained, purposeful discussion of specifics, the response states that Roosevelt “needed to get intimately related to the economy,” and that he “got the government connected with the nation at a level unprecedented.” As directed by the prompt, the response refers to two areas of supporting evidence—economic affairs and Roosevelt’s use of media—but it does not develop a full or entirely relevant discussion around these topics. Overall, the writer demonstrates only a basic understanding of the subject, provides an insufficient analysis, and conveys ideas somewhat unclearly.

Articulation for Student Paper D (Score 1):

Very little knowledge or understanding is conveyed in this response. The student does not demonstrate that he comprehends the writing task, and shows only a minimal familiarity with the Roosevelt administration and the New Deal era. All in all the essay lacks depth, clarity, and focus. Language use is somewhat clear in places; elsewhere, repetition, poor word choice, and faulty mechanics impede understanding.
