
2014 Ford AAA Student Auto Skills Competition 

SPARTA, Ky. – For high school automotive technology students, the Ford/AAA Student Auto 

Skills Competition is the “Superbowl” of auto-knowledge competitions. So it was only fitting 

that this year’s 

event was held 

in the 

“Superbowl” of 

auto venues, the 

Kentucky 

Speedway. 

Under the 

backdrop of one 

of the premiere 

racing facilities in the country, 10 two-person teams, representing secondary auto-tech programs 

from across the state, participated in this extensive test of knowledge and speed vying for prizes, 

scholarship money and a chance to represent Kentucky at the National Ford/AAA Student Auto 

Skills Competition held in Dearborn, Mich., at Ford’s World Headquarters. 

Todd Nickens serves as the automotive technology academic consultant for the Office of Career 

and Technical Education. He said the competition is viewed – both in Kentucky and across the 

nation -- as one of the top indicators of automotive technology knowledge and excellence in the 

classroom when it comes to the auto tech programs.  

“These are the best of the best auto tech students from our Career and Technical Education 

system,” he said. “These students are gaining valuable experience by competing and will likely 

have bright futures in the automotive industry if that is what they choose to do.” 

Nickens added that with the complexity of today’s modern automobile engines, getting a start at 

the secondary level is critical in setting a student on a path to success in this field. 

Cheryl Parker, the corporate public affairs manager for AAA, said for that organization, which is 

also involved in car care, the competition is very important in helping to develop the auto 

industry. 

“This is the future. These are students that could very well be working in our car care facilities 

and by partnering with Ford we’re really helping give them the support they need in being the 

automotive leaders of tomorrow,” she said.  

Parker added it’s exciting to think about how far the competition will take the students and noted 

how important it is to have them start in high school to take advantage of the job opportunities 

that will be available to them. 



“You could see it when they arrived; the students 

wanted to be and do their best and it doesn’t stop 

here,” she said. “They will continue with this attitude 

and thirst for knowledge throughout their careers. 

There are so many opportunities available to them.”   

The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics is projecting 

continued job growth in the auto-tech sector through 

2022, and noted that job opportunities for qualified 

jobseekers should be very good. 

Fred Terry is the senior regional manager for AAA Care-Bob Sumerel Tire and Service Centers 

located throughout the Cincinnati area. He said the number of technician jobs that will be 

available in the next few years is substantial. 

“In five to 10 years, we feel like there is going to be a great need for certified, especially master 

technicians,” he said. “In our company, we have 31 locations and probably the average age of 

our master technicians is 55 years old. I don’ think it’s just us but it’s throughout the entire 

industry. There’s going to be a huge shortage of qualified technicians. I think there are big 

opportunities coming up and there’s the potential for these young people to make a lot of 

money.”  

Terry also said he thinks it’s critical for students to start young just to get experience and a foot 

in the door. 

“They will never be looking for a 

job if they are willing to work 

hard and have the skills,” he said. 

Nickens added that having the 

right skills is something these 

teams have gained through the 

rigorous curriculum they 

experience in the classroom, 

something they need to succeed 

in the competition. 

“It was another excellent 

competition, and the students 

proved themselves quite capable as usual,” he said. “The bugs installed in the vehicles for this 

year’s competition were some of the most difficult to diagnose and repair that I have ever seen. I 

always enjoy working and supporting this competition. There is no other quite like it.” 



Parker said all the partners, volunteers and sponsors involved in the student skills competition 

have one goal in mind; to make it the best experience possible for the competitors. 

“They are so excited to represent their schools and to have the chance to move on to Nationals, 

but even if they don’t, they are all winners and we all support that,” she said. “This is the 

Superbowl for them.”   

The competition   

To reach the state competition, junior and senior auto-tech students first had to qualify by taking 

an online exam. College students that attend a school where auto tech programs are taught are 

also eligible. The top 10 teams with the highest written scores moved on to participate at the 

Kentucky Speedway event. 

In the hands-on portion of the 

competition, each team 

demonstrated their skills by 

repairing uniformly “bugged” new 

Ford Fiestas. The object of the 

competition is to repair all or as 

many bugs as possible in the 

shortest amount of time. 

The bugs were planted by Ford 

technicians, automotive technology 

instructors from KCTCS and their 

students.  

Chris Karr, the Ford service training instructor for the Cincinnati region, which includes 

Kentucky, said it is a tough competition and all those that qualified should be proud just to be 

involved. 

“Ford always enjoys being a part of this. We look at these students as the future of automotive 

repair and hopefully within the Ford Motor dealership network,” he said. “It’s always good to 

have great new technicians coming in and that’s why we support this.” 

Karr added that there is always a demand for these technicians as automobiles become more 

complicated. 

“We need highly trained, intelligent people to repair the vehicles. It takes a lot of dedication and 

training and a lot of experience which will come to these students,” he said. “They’ve gotten a 

great start already and we look forward to seeing them in the future.” 



Karr also said the secondary system of auto-tech programs is a great springboard into an industry 

where the technicians will always continue to learn to keep up with the changes that come with 

every new model year of vehicles.  

This year’s competition is the 65th Ford/AAA Student Auto Skills competition, according to 

information from AAA. It also marks the 30th year in which AAA has been a sponsor and the 

20
th

 year of Ford sponsorship. About 13,000 students participated, nationally, in an effort to 

represent their school in this year’s competitions.    

 The winners 

As everyone connected to the competition 

noted, all teams that make it to this level 

are winners. The team from Butler 

County Area Technology Center, 

however, came out on top earning the 

honor of representing Kentucky at the 

nation event. 

Randal Collins, the automotive 

technology instructor at the school said 

while the school is in a small community, 

many of the students there like the auto-

tech program. 

“To be able to bring this team here and 

take the win, I can honestly say it is the pinnacle of my career,” he said. “Even if we had taken 

10
th

 place, I would have been proud. To be able to go to Dearborn, Mich., and represent the state 

of Kentucky, which I dearly love, there is nothing better.” 

Collins said it’s important for these students to bring a good work ethic and study a lot in order 

to win such a competition. 

“I think, the way we did it was to divide and conquer. One student was working to get the car 

started while the other worked on other problems,” he said. “I think that is what got us across the 

finish line first.” 

Butler County’s team members Matt Richmond and Logan Belcher are both planning to enter 

postsecondary institutions to further their studies in an automotive technician training program, 

but first there is the matter of competing at the national level next.  

“Practice really does make perfect. All the hard work, staying after school and studying paid 

off,” said Belcher. “Winning the Ford AAA state competition means very much to me. Now the 

pressure is on. I’m not only representing Butler County but the entire state of Kentucky.” 



Belcher added that one big benefit in participating in 

the competition was having Collins as a teacher.  

“One advantage of being in the Automotive 

Technology class at BCATC is getting the great 

privilege of working with one of the best auto tech 

teachers I know, Randall Collins,” he said. “When 

we first came up with the team we thought we would 

just have to practice a couple times before the 

competition and call it good enough. We as students 

felt as though we didn’t need practice and that it would be easy. But when Mr. Collins explained 

to us what we were responsible in doing, it changed our outlook on the whole thing.” 

The two Kentucky students will join students from the other 49 states vying for millions in 

scholarship money, automotive equipment and a chance to visit the Wood Brothers Racing 

facility to work on race cars with the top technicians in the business. 

Participating Teams 

Butler County Area Technology Center- First Place 

Warren County Area Technology Center- Second Place 

Shelby County Area Technology Center- Third Place 

Wayne County Area Technology Center- High Written Score 

Rockcastle County Area Technology Center 

Campbell County Area Technology Center 

Henderson County Career and Technical Center 

Lake Cumberland Area Technology Center 

Meade County Area Technology Center 

Grant County Career and Technical Center 

 


