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KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

ADVISORY GROUP MEETING SUMMARY

	ADVISORY GROUP: Unbridled Learning Guiding Coalition
LIAISON: Karen Dodd
	MEETING DATE: February 24,2015
NOTE-TAKER/CONTACT: Elisabeth Goldey


	ADVISORY GROUP MEMBERS PRESENT:
Dr. Holliday, KDE
Felicia Smith, NISL
Ronda Harmon, KASC
Dr. Floyd, KDE
April Wood, CPE
Brigette Ramsey, Prichard Committee
Karen Dodd, KDE
Mary Ann Blankenship, KEA
Fred Carter, WKU
Donna Hargens, JCPS
Wayne Young, KASA
Tina Tipton, OVEC
Robert Brown, EPSB

Jerry Cooper, AdvancED

Mike Bartlett, Gov. office

Donna Hargens, JCPS

Dr. Melissa Andris, UofL

Douglas Walker, ARCC

John DeAtley, NCEE

Cindy Blevins, KASC



	Agenda Item:  Kentucky Rising
John DeAtley, Director of Field Services, The National Center on Education and the Economy
Discussion/Action:  
Kentucky Rising is a statewide initiative intended to enable our citizens to enjoy broadly shared prosperity in a very competitive international economy. Reaching that goal requires a world class workforce. John DeAtley stated that they will be making visits all over the state.  The Steering Committee met the same day as the Working Group.  John stated he will follow up with the steering committee.   John stated that each meeting lasted 2 hours while discussing our indicators process.  We are comparing ourselves to four international jurisdictions; Shanghai, Singapore, British Columbia and Finland.  The national are New Jersey, New Hampshire, and Massachusetts.  
Dr. Holliday- asked all to give feedback on indicators. Building block one is early childhood. We do not want to invent an indicator if we already have an indicator.  Karen will send the document out to all after the meeting.  Dr. Holliday would like to have feedback from all.  This is not a department led initiative, it is a statewide collaboration.  Dr. Holliday stated that we need to make sure KY Rising takes a visit to Fairdale and make sure we (Dr. Holliday and John) visit the same time and to not disturb the school.  



	

	Agenda Item:  FAFSA COMPLETION DATA

Leslie Slaughter
Discussion/Action:  
The presentation addressed the following:

1. Why has KDE begun collecting this data?   

2. What source(s) are being used for collection of the data?  

3. How will the data be communicated to schools and districts?
Key Questions/Concerns: 
1. Are there more appropriate/helpful ways to display this data?  
· Question was raised about the possibility of displaying the data demographically.  This is currently not possible, as the data received from the USDOE only provides school-level completion rates.
2. What additional resources or support do you need from KDE regarding FAFSA?

· Continue communicating about the following:

· KEES Funding and the Need to Complete FAFSA Early

· Connections with Operation Preparation

· Other Financial Opportunities that Require FAFSA Completion                                                 (example:  postsecondary institutions requiring it for scholarship eligibility)

· Donna Hargens (Superintendent, JCPS) noted that the public awareness of this data is critical and is a strong indication of the college-going culture of a school and community.  She applauded our efforts around the tracking and public reporting of this data.



	

	Agenda Item:   Equitable Access to Effective Educators
Jennifer Baker

Discussion/Action:  
Kentucky is required by the U.S. Department of Education (USDE) to submit a state equity plan to ensure that minority and poor students are not taught at higher rates than other children by inexperienced, unqualified, or out-of-field teachers.  The plan is due to USDE June 1, 2015.  Since the fall Advisory Council meetings have taken place, components of the plan have been shared with states.  The components will be discussed along with the measures that have been suggested to determine equitable access. The following measures have been suggested:

· Working conditions

· Effectiveness Measures (Each domain and student growth)

· Overall effectiveness

· Percentage of 1st year and KTIP teachers in all schools

· Teacher Retention

Additionally, it has been suggested that equitable access data for each school be reported publicly via a tab on the district/school report card.

Key Questions/Concerns: 
Members of the Guiding Coalition commented on the usefulness of the TELL Working Conditions Survey as a measure for the Equitable Access to Effective Educators plan.  Clarification was provided in regards to the effectiveness measures.  Overall teacher and principal effectiveness will be utilized as well teacher and principal growth ratings.


	

	Agenda Item:   Kentucky core academic standards challenge update

 Rebecca Blessing

Discussion/Action:  
Brief Summary of Discussion/Action: Update on response and the push to gain more educator input.
The group was still positive about the Challenge and its intent and was complimentary about the process.  That said, they felt the amount of work involved might be holding down response rates. It was also pointed out that more people may be participating through PLCs and in groups, but the system only allows a single registered response.
Key Questions/Concerns/Follow-up Necessary: Do your constituents know about the challenge? If not, how can they be reached and encouraged to participate?  If they know about it and aren’t participating, why not?

Most of the respondents said they had put information out to their constituents, but would do so again. Specifically, CPE, EPSB mentioned doing so. KEA has planned work groups at an April meeting to capture additional teacher feedback.

What, if any, anecdotal feedback are you getting about CCSS or NGSS that can help us gauge the overall temperament on this issue statewide?

Dr. Holliday mentioned new statewide data that indicated only 20 percent of parents knew what the standards were, yet showed a high rate of support for the standards as written.

What else do we need to do to put this issue to rest?

Generally it is believed that there isn’t that much pushback on the standards in KY – only from select groups that will likely never be swayed.


	

	Agenda Item:  The future of state technology support for instructional improvement

David Cook/Dr. Holliday

Discussion/Action:  
SB1 gave us plan to transform education in KY.  

SEE PowerPoint
Achieving the Vision:  2015 67% of students are college & career ready.

· Should KDE continue to provide a statewide solution for continuous improvement (CIITS, EDS, ASSIST, and PD360) or abandon the statewide solution and allow districts to pursue local options?  

Key Questions/Concerns:

April Wood-there were a lot of things that I like…but would have liked to have had more training on the systems for all the components that are available.

David Cook-there are a lot of trainings online available.

Tina Tipton- OVEC provided a lot of training for their coop but receiving a lot of negative feedback trying to support it.

There was also discussion about making the distinction between the program (i.e. PGES) and the CIITS platform (i.e. EDS). The changes being made to the regulation on PGES regarding how much has to be entered into EDS will mitigate many of the concerns with EDS.

Concerns were brought up that individual district having the capacity of doing this on their own.  Maybe CIITS has outgrown itself. 

Donna Hargens – it’s very difficult, but starting over at a district would be worse



	Agenda Item:  School-Based Decision Making Councils Discussion

Ronda Harmon/Cindy Blevins presented on Ronda’s behalf, Kentucky Association of School Councils

Discussion/Action: 
Cindy stated that multiple bills and discussions have focused on school councils as a barrier to improving student achievement and specifically closing achievement gaps. There is no evidence that superintendent-controlled schools perform at higher levels.  If you consider the data we have, we don’t think there are barriers.  Schools are improving our college and graduation rates.  School councils have not been barriers to school improvement.  

 

Local control is key to buy-in for sustainable change in schools.

We need to strengthen all the stakeholders.  We are always available for members and stakeholders if they have questions.  

 
Key Questions/Concerns:
Dr. Holliday- house Ed 449 would just add another option.  Some of these bills will cover a large amount of schools. 



	Other Items:
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