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KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
ADVISORY GROUP MEETING SUMMARY


	ADVISORY GROUP: Dyslexia Task Force
LIAISON: Traci Branstutter
	MEETING DATE: 7/20/2016
NOTE-TAKER/CONTACT: 502-564-4970


	ADVISORY GROUP MEMBERS PRESENT:
Allison Slone, Amy Lingo, Brian Lovell, George Hruby, Jackie Risden-Smith, Jim Feger, Joe Bargione, Kayla Steltenkamp, Meena Wood, Michelle Antle, Michelle Gadberry, Michelle Praria, Patty Grable, Tami Trunick

Meeting Facilitator: Jeanna Mullins

	

	Agenda Item: Setting national context for the work.

Discussion/Action:  Dr. Tim N. Odegard, PhD, CALP, Chair of Excellence in Dyslexic Studies, Middle Tennessee State University, delivered a presentation titled, “Setting a National Context for the Work: What Does the Research Tell Us?” Following Dr. Odegard’s presentation, Jeanna Mullins facilitated a group process for reflecting on the content and identifying key learning and implications for KY.
Key Questions/Concerns:  
Key Learning and Implications for Kentucky
· Phonological memory vs. working memory; importance of executive functioning influences
· Focus on diagnostic approach (history)
· Developmental dyslexia attitudes and emotions of students. “Do no harm”
· Different identification models used across districts affects identification


	Agenda Item:  Formation of challenge statements

Discussion/Action:  A Question and Answer segment afforded an opportunity to further explore dyslexia related concepts. The brainstorming of barriers, issues and missed opportunities that limit or prevent us from meeting the needs of students with dyslexia and clarification of these ideas were the initial steps in working toward the identification of potential solutions that will be addressed through formal recommendations to Commissioner Pruitt.

Key Questions/Concerns: 
Challenges
Professional Learning
· Lack of teacher training (e.g., interventions, differentiation)
· Lack of training for current and future educators
· Lack of preparation and professional learning for ALL reading teachers
· Lack of training in data literacy
· Need for addressing dyslexia at the university level
· Need for everyone providing interventions to be qualified (receive quality training) to teach the intervention
· Need for direct instruction for teachers on dyslexia and direct instruction approaches; need for ongoing support
· Complexity of reading (more than Phonological Awareness)
· Importance of the need to teach generalizability of skills

Evidence- Based Practices (EBP)
· Implementation of EBPs will improve literacy instruction for all students
· Direct instruction is critical and should be the core instruction
· Need for bank of “approved” interventions per area
· Need for ongoing, multi-dimensional support and training in EBPs/interventions
· Lack of understanding/agreement of EBPs
· Need for specific guidance on intervention implementation (certified vs. classified)
· Need for what to do birth to 5
· Need for adjusting programs by applying latest research

Engaging Parents and Families
· Developmental dyslexia: Social-Family’s attitude towards helping at home
· Need for family support
· Lack of understanding of the effects on the whole child

Technical Assistance
· Need for technical assistance to co-ops, districts and schools on research to practice
· Need to ensure all primary reading programs include all foundational components

Paradigms
· Need for and awareness of a framing instructional narrative (e.g., cognitive process)
· Need for a diagnostic inventory and use training: How, Where and When?
· Misdiagnosis or under-diagnosis of co-related disabilities (e.g., ADHD, SPD, NVLD, Visual/Auditory processing)
· Need for belief statements agreed upon by group
· Discomfort in using the word dyslexia 

Identification
· Lack of/need for timely and accurate identification criteria
· Long delay of instructional intervention in some districts
· Need to acknowledge formal diagnosis made in community
· Lack of knowledge of school staff regarding identification and implementation
· Need for timely, sensitive and accurate indicators
· Difficulty with RtI – MAPS, STAR, etc. (universal screener) vs. Intervention (targeted probe)
· Monitoring of district RtI systems to ensure fidelity in implementation

Eligibility
· Dyslexia vs. special education eligibility vs. need for services
· Discrepancy model doesn’t differentiate between disability and struggling learner
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Can we find prevalence of subtypes of reading disability in KY using Infinite Campus?
· Need to address underrepresentation of SLD/Dyslexia (too many Other Health Impaired)

Definitions
· Need for creating a common framework that all shareholders (educators, parents, districts) can use to:
· Define dyslexia
· Evaluate dyslexia
· Provide programs for dyslexia
· Need for clear definition of dyslexia and improved practices in diagnosing dyslexia from professionals outside of the school district
· Precision (cause vs. effect)
· Neurocognitive basis of dyslexia

	

	Agenda Item:  Charge of Task Force

Discussion/Action: Stephen L. Pruitt, Ph.D., Commissioner 
· addressed the Task Force to thank everyone and emphasize the importance of this work
Key Questions/Concerns:  


	Agenda Item:  Large group discussion

Discussion/Action:  Task Force members were asked to individually and collectively identify potential focus questions that will need to be answered during the course of discussions in an effort to inform development of recommendations. 

Key Questions/Concerns:  
Proposed Focus Questions to Be Answered to Inform Recommendations
Evidence-Based Practices (EBPs)
· How can we be certain that EBPs are implemented in every classroom?
· What kind of things can be implemented and monitored during core instruction?
· How do the results of the diagnostics form core instruction and specific student interventions?
· How are diagnostic reading assessments implemented as part of the instructional core reading program?

Research
· Is there a “dosage” for the components to response to intervention (RtI)?
· What is the trend in state identification of dyslexia?
· What are the prevalence rates of dyslexia identification in states that use RtI only models?
· Through what mechanism do we share and update research base?
· Where is the research less certain than some claim?

Policy
· Are we looking to provide support for general and special education?
· How do we ensure all students are getting what they need given current confines of our KARs?
· How do we link this to certification? (Program approval process)
· How do we debunk the urban legend? “KY does acknowledge dyslexia”
· How do we consider the over diagnosis of inappropriate dyslexia from outside the school district in this change?
· How can we identify students accurately and early?
· What current policies “work” in other states?
· Since dyslexia remediation requires skill instruction – what are the implications for Section 504?  Are we only considering special education?
· Can we regulate evaluation and service delivery outside of public schools?

Personnel
· How can we train all shareholders (e.g., administrators in district and school; speech/language pathologists, psychologists, teachers, parents, etc.)?
· Who and how will personnel be trained?
· How do we identify and meet professional learning (PL) needs of teachers?
· With all of the PL needs of teachers, how will they effectively be trained?
· How do we create a system to access or use expertise of different personnel in a strategic way?

Instruction
· How do we differentiate:
· accommodations;
· modifications;
· strategies/interventions?
· How to ensure quality RtI model is implemented?
· How do we ensure every KY student receives effective reading instruction necessary to exit primary with the reading skills needed for long-term success?
· How do we ensure fidelity across the state when providing professional learning?
· What are the best intervention strategies to meet the needs of students?

Fiscal
· What resources (e.g., grants, etc.) may be available to help with training?




Next Task Force Meeting Date
August 30th 9:00-3:00

Meeting Dates
September 23, 2016
October 20, 2016
November 29, 2016
January 18, 2017
February 22, 2017
March 16, 2017
April 20, 2017
May 28, 2017
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