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Our mission at the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) is to prepare all Kentucky students for learning, work and citizenship by engaging schools, districts, families and communities through excellent leadership, service and support.

WHY DOES KDE HAVE A COMMISSIONER’S STUDENT COUNCIL?
In order to gain valuable feedback from Kentucky public school students and to engage student leaders in learning by doing, the Kentucky Commissioner of Education created the Commissioner’s Student Council to discuss how decisions made at the state level affect students throughout our state. As such, KDE encourages students, who represent the diverse geographic, academic, demographic and school-size variables particular to our state, to apply for the council. 
These students will serve as student advisors by helping KDE include student voices in policy recommendations to the Kentucky Board of Education and the Kentucky General Assembly.

WHAT IS THE COMMISSIONER’S STUDENT COUNCIL?
The Commissioner’s Student Council is a year-long program for Kentucky public school students in grades 10-12. The Commissioner’s Student Council plays a vital role in providing input regarding issues that face education in Kentucky and work with KDE staff to develop ideas that will work to improve and transform education.

WHAT WILL I GAIN FROM BEING A PART OF THE COMMISSIONER’S STUDENT COUNCIL?
As a member of the council, you will gain valuable leadership skills and important, interesting, and up-to-date information about challenges facing students and schools in Kentucky.


WHAT’S THE COMMITMENT? 
If selected, you will:
· Commit to attending all meetings planned for the council. Meetings will be held during the school day and students who serve on the council will miss class on those meeting dates. Those absences will be excused. These meetings are a requirement of service; if selected to serve on the council, students are expected to attend all the meetings unless other arrangements are made.
· Specific meeting dates will be announced once the council members are selected and will be held at KDE’s offices in Frankfort, Ky. Details on travel reimbursement guidelines for students to attend the council’s meetings in Frankfort also will be provided once the council members are selected.
· Share information with your peers formally and informally through presentations, outreach and other education projects.

WHO CAN APPLY? 
In order to apply, you must be:
· enrolled in an Kentucky public high school in grades 10-12
· responsible, reliable and dependable
· able to attend all meetings during your term on the council
· excited to work with other students who may be different from you
· dedicated to improving education in Kentucky
In addition, you must sign the service commitment, and you and your parent or guardian must sign the consent form. Please provide handwritten signatures on the forms where they are requested. No electronic signatures will be considered.

Students selected for the council will have the option to serve consecutive one-year terms as long as they continue to meet eligibility requirements.

HOW DO I APPLY? 
Step 1: Complete the application from KDE’s website at http://bit.ly/KDECSC. Please type your responses on the application and provide handwritten signatures on the forms where they are requested.
No handwritten (print or cursive) responses will be considered on a student application. Responses must be typed on the application.

No electronic (typed) signatures will be considered on a student application. Signatures must be handwritten on the Student Service Commitment Form and Consent Form.

If these guidelines are not followed, applications will not be accepted or reviewed by KDE. 

Step 2: Return your completed application, completed Student Service Commitment Form and completed Consent Form to Stephanie Siria by mail to the following address:

Commissioner’s Student Council 
c/o Stephanie Siria
Kentucky Department of Education 
Division of Communications
6th Floor
Captial Plaza Tower
500 Mero Street
Frankfort, KY 40601

Applications must be received by postal mail or hand delivery to Stephanie Siria at KDE no later than 4:30 p.m. ET Thursday, September 15. Only applications with a postmark date of September 15 or earlier will be accepted.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Applications also will be accepted by email to stephanie.siria@education.ky.gov, but must still follow the guidelines listed in Step 1 above. The deadline for applications submitted by email is 4:30 p.m. ET Thursday, September 15.
If the application isn’t submitted as complete, with all necessary information and handwritten signatures included, it will not be considered for review. Please make sure your application is complete prior to mailing.
Step 3: A committee of Kentucky Department of Education representatives will review and score all applications based on the answers provided to the questions. Appointments to the council will be based on how well the applicants communicated their ideas and goals. Then, students will be selected to represent the diverse geographic, academic, demographic and school-size variables particular to Kentucky.
All applicants will be notified in writing if they are selected to be members of the 2016-17 Commissioner’s Student Council. 
A waiver for any transportation requirements involved as part of a student’s membership on the council will be provided for parents upon a student’s selection.
CONTACT US: 
For any questions or assistance, call Stephanie Siria at (502) 564-2000, ext. 4614 or e-mail stephanie.siria@education.ky.gov. 
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