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KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

ADVISORY GROUP MEETING SUMMARY

	ADVISORY GROUP: State Advisory Panel for Exceptional Children (SAPEC)
LIAISON: Gretta Hylton, Joe McCowan

	MEETING DATE: Thursday, February 18 and Friday, February 19, 2016
NOTE-TAKER/CONTACT: Joe McCowan


	ADVISORY GROUP MEMBERS PRESENT:
February 18 (Executive Committee Meeting) 
Members Present: Brian Lovell, Ronnie Nolan, Casey Allen, Ryan Beard, Vickey Reilly, and Elisabeth Jensen (via phone conference), Martha Slemp, Margaret Bausch
KDE Representatives: Gretta Hylton, Joe McCowan
Interpreter: Dot Stallard
February 18 (General Business Session I)
Members Present:  Ronnie Nolan, Casey Allen, Debbie Seider, Martha Slemp, Brian Lovell, Ryan Beard, Margaret Bausch, Brent Merritt, Anita Dowd, Helen Jones 
KDE Representatives: Gretta Hylton, Joe McCowan
Interpreter: Dot Stallard, Mary Fehrenbach

February 18 (Open Forum)

Members Present:  Ronnie Nolan, Martha Slemp, Brian Lovell, Anita Dowd, Mike Armstrong, Helen Jones, Stella Beard, Ryan Beard, Justin Cooper, Jackie Risden Smith, Margaret Bausch, Brent Merritt
KDE Representatives: Joe McCowan
Interpreter: Dot Stallard, Mary Fehrenbach

February 19 (General Business Session II)
Members Present: Ronnie Nolan, Martha Slemp, Brian Lovell, Anita Dowd, Helen Jones, Stella Beard, Justin Cooper, Jackie Risden Smith, Margaret Bausch, Brent Merritt, Paula Goff, Casey Allen, Debbie Seider

KDE Representatives: Joe McCowan

Interpreter: Dot Stallard, Mary Fehrenbach



	

	Agenda Item: Executive Committee Meeting
Discussion/Action: Meeting was called to order at 9:10.  Brian Lovell made welcome and introductory remarks related to the development of the agenda and the mission/purpose of SAPEC moving forward. 
Agenda was modified to include a Panel Member Discussion time at 4pm on Thursday, February 18, 2016. Public Hearing is changed to Public Forum. Motion made by Casey Allen, seconded by Ronnie Nolan. Motion Passed. 
Chair, Brian Lovell, presented results from the member survey. There was a 100% completion rate by members. A recommendation was made that will be discussed with the full Panel regarding an ad hoc committee to review member terms. Discussion took place regarding geographic representation of members to reflect the Commonwealth.
Brian Lovell presented committee members assignments. All assignments were submitted to the full Panel via email prior to the meeting. Motion to accept by Ryan Beard, seconded by Elisabeth Jensen. Motion passed. 

Brian Lovell, Chair, presented narrative responses from the survey. Focused attention was on collaboration with KDE with a goal of improving services for students with disabilities. The second theme was to focus on advising KDE rather than advocating for particular issues. The third theme was the need for follow-up and follow-through. The fourth theme was increasing attendance at and awareness of the public forums. The fifth theme was a call to stay true to our focus, which is on students with disabilities. 

Additional survey results focused on the role of the chairperson. The results focused on collaboration, panel growth and relationship building. Further comments identified expectations that the Chair would keep the focus of the Panel on students, provide follow-up and follow-through and communicate effectively with the Panel and the public. 

Survey results also discussed expectations for the Executive Committee. These results focused on communication, developing appropriate agendas for the full Panel, grow leaders within the Panel, work together and be.

Expectations for KDE included active participation with the Panel, effectively engaging the Panel in the development and implementation of policies related to students with disabilities. Additional requests focused on communication to the Panel and the general public related to the Public Forums. Panel members also asked for continuous feedback related to action items proposed by the Panel. 

Most common themes related to the work of the Panel focused on transition and the alternate assessment. Members presented ideas on how to improve our effectiveness in serving students with disabilities, including a request for a more thorough orientation for new members. 

Elisabeth Jensen discussed the ad hoc committee on alternate assessments. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:56am.  

Key Questions/Concerns:  The survey response data provided the panel information to help frame the upcoming areas of focus to ensure the panel is meeting the overall purpose.  


	Agenda Item:  General Business Session I
Discussion/Action:  Meeting was called to order at 10:15am.  Brian Lovell, chair, welcomed member and guests and asked members to introduce themselves. Mr. Lovell gave an overview of the agenda, and gave thanks to Panel members for 100% participation in the survey. 

The amended agenda and minutes were accepted.   

Opening Remarks were provided by Stephen L. Pruitt, Commissioner of Education, KDE.   Commissioner Pruitt provided greetings, his personal history and his vision for KDE and Kentucky related to equity, honesty and integrity. Further remarks centered on his experience with the Georgia Schools for the Deaf and Blind, their transformation to developing high academic standards for all students and the model for visioning high expectations for all students in Kentucky. Commissioner Pruitt fielded questions from the Panel.
The agenda item, Vision of SAPEC, was moved to 2pm and the rules of the Panel were briefly suspended so any interested Panel members could attend the Senate Education Committee in Capital Annex, Room 171.  No formal activity was discussed or undertaken during the recess.   

Following the recess, members introduced themselves to the full Panel and guests. 

Brian Lovell, Chair, presented results of the interest survey of Panel members. Information shared during the “Review open answer survey response” portion of the Executive Committee meeting was shared with the full Panel. These details are included above in the Executive Committee minutes portion. 

Brian Lovell, Chair, presented information on SAPEC related to our purpose, roles and responsibilities. The presentation was adapted from OSEP guidelines. Role of panel is to provide advice to KDE, not to advocate. Each agenda item should be related to one of the nine duties of the Advisory Panel as outlined in our bylaws. Closed the presentation by reminding us to stay focused on what is important…the children and youth we serve. 

Chair Lovell challenged the Panel to rethink committee structures to focus on the development of action agendas. A review of committee assignments took place and a charge for action was developed. 



	

	Agenda Item:  Kentucky Board of Education Legislative Update 
Discussion/Action: Robin Chandler, policy advisor for DLS, provided an update from KDE related to ongoing legislative initiatives. Particular attention was paid to Senate Bill 1, including a brief overview focused on areas directly impacting students with disabilities. The following legislative bills related to DLS are being tracked:

HB111 has passed House. 

HB 184, hiring of principals specific to JCPS

HB29, any screening committee would have equity representation

HB 107, 60 minute planning time bill

HB92, districts of innovation for assessment

SB 15, voluntary religious expression in schools

SB 107, computer programming bill

HB 74, ABLE Act which allows parents to save up to $100,000 for their child without effect on medical card, etc. 

Key Questions/Concerns: The LRC web site was mentioned and suggested as a good place to track bills.  


	

	Agenda Item:  Due Process Hearing Update 
Discussion/Action:  Todd Allen, Assistant General Counsel, Office of Guiding Support Services at KDE, provided an overview of current due process hearings, history of law development. Kentucky received 12 complaints during the 13-14 academic year. Eleven were either settled, dismissed or withdrawn. In the 14-15 year, Kentucky had 21 complaints, 9 of which are still pending. As of today, we have 17 in the 15-16 year. There has been one hearing result this year. An overview of the hearing and the result was presented. 

Another case is currently presented to the US Supreme Court, Q.W. v. Fayette Board of Education. It was previously affirmed by the 6th Circuit Court of Appeals. The details of the case were shared with the Panel. 

Key Questions/Concerns:  Todd was asked to share his presentation with the panel.  Todd has also shared a letter that was referenced to help provide context for a potential due process situation to learn from.  


	

	Agenda Item:  Panel Member Announcements 

Discussion/Action:  Stella Beard presented information from KYSpin (Kentucky Special Parent Involvement Network, Inc.). Mrs. Beard also shared information from the Commonwealth Council on Developmental Disabilities. CCDD has a scholarship/reimbursement program for leadership development for parents of students with exceptionalities.
The meeting adjourned at 4:51 pm.
Key Questions/Concerns:  Future sharing and collaboration with KYSpin was encouraged.  


	

	Agenda Item:  Public Forum
Discussion/Action:  The public forum was held in the Kentucky Room at the Capital Plaza Hotel in Frankfort and was called to order at 6:32 pm by Brian Lovell, Chair.  Public Hearing Introduction was read by Chair, Brian Lovell.  Members introduced themselves and provided an overview of who they represent on the panel. Floor was opened for anyone who wanted to address the panel. 
Two community members addressed the panel. Both topics related to dyslexia. 

The public forum was closed at 6:52pm.

The Public Forum was reopened at 6:55pm and the introduction was read by Chair, Brian Lovell. Members introduced themselves and provided an overview of who they represent on the panel. Floor was reopened for anyone who wanted to address the panel. 
An additional community member addressed the panel. She gave an overview of the Commonwealth Council on Developmental Disabilities. 

Stella Beard presented an email from a parent related to a local school district and the KY School for the Deaf. 

Brent Merritt presented a letter from a teacher related to alternative assessments and alternate diplomas.

The public forum was closed at 7:16pm. 

Dyslexia topic was assigned to the FAPE committee for further action.

Kentucky Alternate Assessment letter was assigned to the Alternate Assessment ad hoc committee.

Chair, Brian Lovell, deferred assignment of the email read by Stella Beard.

Secretary, Ronnie Nolan, will send thank you correspondence to each community member who presented information during the public forum. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:23pm. 

Key Questions/Concerns: The email read by Stella Beard will be followed up on by KDE, Division of Learning Services.  


	

	Agenda Item:  General Business Session II
Discussion/Action:  Chair, Brian Lovell, provided information related to the strategic planning process as it relates to our committee assignments and work. Requesting that each committee develop strategic goals focused on improved outcomes for students with exceptionalities. Recommending the development of a timeline based on goals for each Panel meeting. Each committee is to select a chairperson, not on the executive committee, to guide the work of the committee. Our values drive the vision and the vision drives the mission (purpose). 



	

	Agenda Item:  Kentucky Department of Education and Co-Op Update
Discussion/Action: Gretta Hylton, Division of Learning Services, KDE, provided an update on activities at KDE. 
Panel members had open discussion about public forum discussions and confidentiality. Panel members discussed the option of having closed sessions in regard to sensitive issues being discussed in our meetings. Chairperson Lovell recommended we review our bylaws to examine possibilities for future meetings. Martha Slemp recommended developing a parent release form to allow open discussion of personal identifying information. 

The Communication Committee will set forth a strategic communication plan for how information from community members is presented to the Panel. 

Hylton provided an update on the Kentucky School for the Deaf and the Kentucky School for the Blind. 
KDE has completed 4 of the 14 consolidated monitoring visits for this academic year. 

Infinite Campus held state visits at KDE to help develop improvements for collecting and assessing data related to students with exceptionalities. DLS presented IC with the results of a needs assessment for improvements. Joe McCowan is the IT contact for DLS.

SSIP is focused on reducing novice students. KDE is entering Phase II, which is due April 1, 2016.

Co-teaching for GAP closure and focus on low-incident disability students. 

Hylton asked for an opportunity to discuss the organizational structure of KDE at our next meeting. 

Christel Bogar, director of exceptional children services for OVEC, provided an overview of education coop activities. 



	

	Agenda Item:  Committee Meetings and Work Reports
Discussion/Action:  Chairperson, Brian Lovell discussed the role of committees and charged the committee with the duty of selecting a chairperson. Issues from feedback survey, bylaws, community forum updates, etc. that are related to committees. Each committee developed a vision for the committee and identified a set of up to 3 goals based on what information/bylaws, etc. in relation to the SMART Goals process (Specific, Measureable, Attainable, Relevant and Time bound). 

Committee chairs reported on their work. Brian Lovell will ask each committee to submit a written report of their goals, strategies, etc.

The meeting adjourned at 11:30 am. 
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