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College/Career Readiness for All



KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

ADVISORY GROUP MEETING SUMMARY

	ADVISORY GROUP: Gifted Advisory Council
LIAISON: Kathie Anderson

	MEETING DATE: Jan. 15, 2015
NOTE-TAKER/CONTACT: 
Terry Walther

	ADVISORY GROUP MEMBERS PRESENT:

Terry Walther, Angela Wilson, Jane Dewey, Deena Jones, Elizabeth Brock, Louis Kelley, Lynette Baldwin, Ed Amend, Brain Gupton, Opal Dawson, Jodi Ludmann, Julia Roberts, Robin Thacker,

Lisa Sills, Toddie Adams, Kathie Anderson
Guest:  Britt Shanding from the State Journal.

	

	Agenda Item:               Mission statement and review of Gifted Advisory Council (GAC)




News of interest, welcome new members/introductions




Approval of minutes

Meeting called to order by Lynette Baldwin at 9:05.  She welcomed council members and they introduced themselves.  
Review and Approval of Minutes:  Changes to last meeting’s minutes:

· Under GSA discussion – change “your” to “young”.
· Under budget key questions – reword “recommendation that the committee work during work group time to develop a proposal.”  
· Change “of” to “on” in last paragraph.
· Under SENG Option B – change “training” to “parent groups”.
· Pages 5&6 – Lynette’s name needs to be spelled with one n.
Brain Gupton moved to accept minutes with changes.  Robin Thacker seconded.  Motion carried.

	

	Agenda Item: Kentucky Department of Education Update, Kathie Anderson
· Operation Preparation is coming up in March.  A time for students to update their ILP – individual learning Volunteers are needed and advisory council members are encouraged to contact their local school to help out.
· KDE is involved in the State System Improvement Plan – analysis of data and development of proposals to increase student success.
Kathie Anderson – Gifted Consultant update:

· Continued work on G/T missing records.  Decreased missing gifted records from 6,000 to 286.
· Student Growth Goal – a guidance document was developed with samples for gifted teachers.
· Consolidated monitoring is continuing.  14 districts have been chosen for monitoring this year.  Added class walk-throughs and interviews.
· Continued training and technology assistance to districts along with any help with assessment and service options.
· End of year trainings will also be taking place.

	

	Agenda Item: Gifted and Talented funding formula, Kathie Anderson
Review of funding formula for gifted and talented allocations is underway.  Julia Roberts gave history of funding formula; based on units of student populations.  
· 1990 was the last time funding formula was reviewed.  
· Kathie shared that 75% of gifted funds must be spent on hiring a gifted certified teacher to work directly with gifted students.  She shared different gifted formulas with council.  Four funding formula scenarios for gifted funding were shared.  Two formulas are based on ADA – average daily attendance, and two are based on gifted numbers in the districts.  The scenarios are based on giving the districts either $15,000 or $20,000.
Discussion/Action: 

Julia Roberts moved that the council request a funding study by the Legislative Research Commission of other states’ gifted funding formulas and amounts.  Beth Brock seconded.  Motion carried.
This will hopefully lead into increased funding as budgets are developed at the state level.
Council discussed key required elements of a model gifted program in K-12.  Council discussed possibility of conducting a study to investigate the amount of money needed to provide a model gifted program. Lynette Baldwin pointed out that professional development in gifted education, comprehensive identification of gifted students, and appropriate gifted services are all needed in a best practice gifted program, based on a white paper on gifted education, Kentucky’s Future:  Mining Untapped Treasure.  Julia Roberts pointed out that it will be difficult to pinpoint districts that have best practice of gifted programs K-12.  
Council members discussed importance of looking at funding for gifted programs in other states and looking at services provided and results of the expenditures.

Council suggested that as consolidating monitoring occurs in the Kentucky districts, that best practice programs be identified for the purpose of identifying a model program K-12.
Key Questions/Concerns: 

Council members pointed out that the amount is not changing just considering how current amount is allocated.  Concern was expressed about the amount of districts that would lose money with these various formulas and that student services would suffer.  Also concern was expressed that the funding hasn’t changed in 25 years, but cost of living has.  

Lynette questioned what the council can do this year to support the proposal of increased funding for gifted programs.  The council suggested that we look at gifted personnel in the districts and how many of them have other responsibilities.

	

	Agenda Item: Dual Credit Courses, Marissa Hancock
Review of early graduation requirements was done.  State percentages in dual enrollment courses by juniors and seniors in high school were presented.  Task force is currently looking at the courses applicability to college credentials and career and technical school credit.  Issues presented are:

· There is a wide range of access and use of dual credit courses across the state.  
· Courses offered sometimes do not go towards a college credential, but are counted as electives.  (Transferability)
· Connection is needed between high schools and post-secondary institutions in course offerings and transferring of credit for dual credit courses.
· A minimum of 3 general education courses and 3 career and technical education courses should be available to all eligible students over the course of their secondary career.
· Courses will be connected to a career pathway and apply toward college credit.
· Tuition and fees are responsibility of students and guardians with scholarships provided by KHEAA.
· Other funding from SEEK and enrollment statistics is being considered.

Discussion/Action: 

Council discussed the pros and cons of AP courses vs. dual credit courses.  AP is cheaper to take the test, credentials for teachers to be able to teach dual credit is higher, and students can take dual credit for classes and still take the AP test for that class.  Dual credit classes can be taken for courses not offered in the AP curriculum.  Communication with all stakeholders is needed.
Key Questions/Concerns: 

Does this include state schools or independent institutions as well?
Are Dual credit courses only available to juniors and seniors or underclassmen as well?

What are payment options for low-income gifted students who enroll in dual credit?

What is the impact on AP class loads due to availability of dual credit enrollment?

Schools are not responsible for funding for students to take dual credit classes.  Will this change?

Will AP test fees be covered by school or at state level?

Can students as young as 5th grade take dual credit classes as the law states?  If so, how do we communicate this to districts and students?

	

	Agenda Item: Break
Julia passed out thumb drives with 6 short videos promoting critical thinking and higher level learning for parents and educators.  She is asking any council member who uses them to let her know how they used it.
Julia passed out a flyer on the Idea Festival bring held in Bowling Green, KY on March 20, 2015.

	

	Agenda Item:   Charter Schools, David Cook
Reviewed history of charter schools in KY.  Charter schools are public, tuition free schools with open enrollment.  They receive flexibility from state law and regulation and are still held to accountability requirements.  Charter legislation has been introduced since 2008.  There are 8 states without charters, all are rural with only one urban center.  Kentucky is considered rural.  Of our 173 districts, 83% only have one high school, 77% have only one middle school and 40% have only one school at the elementary grades.  For a charter bill to pass, legislation will have to include where the charter schools will be located (for example, only in districts that have multiple schools at the level the charter school will serve, or only where the public school’s performance is low.)  For Race to the Top funds, the KY SBDM law was used.  Kentucky is the only state with a SBDM law for all public schools.
Attributes:

· Organized and governed differently.
· Responsiveness is better – only focused on one school.
· More stringent obligations to academic achievement.
· More control all decisions from instructional models, curriculum and budget.

What makes a good charter school law?

· No restrictions on the number or types of schools in a state.
· Permission to authorize charter schools is widespread.
· Exemption from most of school district laws and regulations.
· Full funding of school with fiscal autonomy.

Kentucky is one of eight states without a charter law.
Why opponents are against charter schools.

· Some are good and some are getting worse results than public schools.

· Charter schools weaken the public schools and draw off the best students from the public school system.
· Charter schools exclude or limit the number of students they accept.
· Many charter schools are for profit.
· Charters fragment communities.
· Charters don’t help rural areas. 

Discussion/Action: 

Council discussed funding implications for gifted students in Kentucky. The state funds that would normally go to the district follow the student to the charter school, but the local funds would not go to the charter school.  Funding of special programs/populations would have to be worked out.  Julia pointed out the research is mixed on charter schools, but indicates that gap students benefit from charter schools.  
Key Questions/Concerns: 
Freedom from regulations and laws of public school system means that the school is not part of the existing schools system (Magnet schools, Gatton Academy are not considered charter schools by most).

Innovative Educational opportunities exist for districts, but districts are not ready, willing and able to adopt them.

	

	Agenda Item: Budget report, Robin Thacker

Budget report was given.  

Remaining funds are $15,758.23.  This needs to be spent by June 30, 2015.  Council reviewed current working committees and whether funds are needed.  Middle school/High school committee may need funds for publishing the brochure and same with Social/Emotional committee.  

Julia Roberts moved to accept budget report, Toddie Adams seconded.  Motion carried.

Discussion/Action: 

Council discussed options for budget expenditures.  Ideas:

· Providing funds for student transportation to attend the Gifted Proclamation signing at the Capitol (bus cost).  This was tabled and will be planned for next year.
· Providing funds for GAC council members to attend KAGE conference not to exceed $1175.
· Providing scholarships for first time attendee’s registration fee for the KAGE conference Feb. 23-24, 2015.  
· Providing funds for G/T model lessons to be developed over the summer for/by 6-8 grade teachers.
· Council decided to table funding expenditures for the summer model lessons work for 6-8 grade until feedback is received from the K-5 model lessons already developed.

Motions:

· Brian Gupton moved to pay for Gifted Advisory council members to attend the KAGE conference registration fee (Feb. 23-24, 2015) who are not being covered otherwise.  Jane Dewey seconded.  Motion carried. Lynette Baldwin abstained.  Kathy will send out an email to absent council members.
· A motion was made and withdrawn for providing scholarships for first time attendees registration fee for the KAGE conference Feb. 23-24, 2015.  Idea was tabled for next year.
· Council will set aside $2,500 for brochure printing (SENG, MS/HS) to be reviewed at March meeting.  
· Beth Brock suggested awarding funds to a school/district with an innovative strategy for gifted services.  Jane Dewey suggested that the idea be developed further before implementation.
· Terry Walther motioned to conduct a Post-secondary symposium as outlined by Kim Nettleton (attendees share information with pre-service teachers.  Louis Kelley seconded.  Ed Amend amended motion to include a $3,500 expenditure.  Motion carried.
· Beth Brock moved to transfer $3,500 from operating back to the Grants to cover the cost for the Post-secondary Symposium. Ed Amend seconded.  Motion carried.
· Robin Thacker moved that the remaining balance (@$4,000) be used to pay for registration fees for first time attendees to attend the KAGE summer workshop and AP training.  Deena Jones seconded.  Motion carried.

	

	Agenda Item:  Election of GAC vice-chairman, Lynette Baldwin
Discussion/Action: 

A vice-chairman is needed to complete the year for the council.  Nominations were opened.  Brian Gupton nominated Julia Roberts, Kathie Anderson nominated Ed Amend.  Council voted and Julia Roberts was elected.

	

	Agenda Item: SENG training update, Ed Amend
9 people were trained to facilitate parent group sessions through SENG - 2 sponsored by the GAC from Jefferson Co. and 4 sponsored from Fayette Co.  Some issues occurred when people were unable to attend at the last minute, and only attended part of the training.  One person who completed the training decided that she wasn’t comfortable providing the service (facilitation).  Ed questioned what this means for the 2 people sponsored by the GAC.

	

	Agenda Item: Symposium Update, Julia Roberts

Symposium was a success.  38 people attended.  Julia shared agenda and speakers that were present.  Julia will write a report outlining ideas for Moving G/T Education Forward from the attendees and share it with the council.

	

	Agenda Item: KAGE Update, Lynette Baldwin

· Activities that are taking place at the Gifted Proclamation signing in the Capitol rotunda on Feb. 4, 2015 were presented.  All council members were encouraged to attend and invite as many students and educators as possible.  

· The whole month of February is Gifted Education week.  Council members are encouraged to do something in their district each week to celebrate and spread the word about the needs and talents of gifted students.  Lynette will be holding an information table on gifted students programs and services at the capitol on Feb. 19, 2015.  

· The annual KAGE conference is Feb. 23-24, 2015.  Speakers include Coleman Eldridge and Dr. Tom Hebert. Summer KAGE workshop will take place in mid-June and Jan Lanham will present a session on differentiation along with other sessions. Plans are in the works for a PSA for the Governor to air each week of February.

	

	Agenda Item: National and World Perspective, Julia Roberts

Julia encouraged council members to contact their national legislators to promote gifted education and take advantage of Kentucky’s top leadership.  The World Conference will be held in Denmark this summer.

	

	Agenda Item:  Workgroups

Working committees were tabled to next meeting due to time.

	

	Agenda Item:  Adjournment

Opal Dawson moved to adjourn the GAC meeting.  Brian Gupton seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 2:49 PM.
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