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ADVISORY GROUP MEETING SUMMARY

	ADVISORY GROUP: Gifted Advisory Council

LIAISON: Kathie Anderson

	MEETING DATE: June 4, 2015

NOTE-TAKER/CONTACT: Teresa Walther


	ADVISORY GROUP MEMBERS PRESENT:  Lynette Baldwin, Teresa Walther, Molly Isaacs-McLeod, Ed Amend, Jodi Ludmann, Deena Jones, Toddie Adams, Lisa Sills, April Wood, Andrea Peach, Jill Edelson, Brian Gupton, Jane Dewey, Allison Bell, Kathie Anderson.


Guest Presenters:  Jennifer Baker – Office on Next-Generation Learners, April Wood – Council for Postsecondary Education

Meeting was called to order by Lynette Baldwin at 9:05 AM. 










	Agenda Item: Mission statement and review of Gifted Advisory Council (GAC), News of Interest, welcome new members/introductions.



Review and Approval of Minutes:  
Update on Dual Credit:   only available after 10th grade up to 6 courses.  A $50 administration fee will be charged to students/parents, but other fees will be covered.  
On page 4:  change “Kentucky is one of 8 schools” to one of 8 STATES without a charter law.
On page 5:  strike 4th motion to transfer $14,329.23 from grants to the operating funds.
On page 6:  change “Terry Walther MOTIONED to conduct a Post-secondary symposium.”

Brian Gupton motioned to accept minutes as amended Andrea Peach seconded. Motion carried.




	

	Agenda Item: Committee Reports – Social Emotional Document – Ed Amend & Molly Isaacs-McLeod


Discussion/Action: Ed shared information on the social-emotional concerns and gifted children.  He needs feedback and direction on the next step.  Council commended committee on their work and Kathie added that the media department can put it in brochure or booklet form.


Lynette suggested that the council members review the information and give Ed feedback by June 30, 2015 with changes and suggestions.  Kathie Anderson will send information out electronically to all council members.



	

	Agenda Item: Committee Reports – Middle School Document – Terry Walther


Discussion/Action: Terry shared information on the transition and best practices for gifted children in middle school.  She needs feedback and direction on the next step.  Council provided some suggestions and Kathie added that the media department can put it in brochure or booklet form.


Lynette suggested that the council members review the information and give Terry feedback by June 30, 2015 with changes and suggestions.  Kathie Anderson will send information out electronically to all council members.



	

	Agenda Item: Postsecondary Symposium – Lynette Baldwin


Discussion/Action: Lynette reported that the symposium was attended by 7 different universities around the state.  There were 5 volunteer presenters that spent a day and a half dispelling myths and discussing questions and concerns on the special needs of gifted children.  She shared the comments from attendees.  Pre-service teachers were also included.





	

	Agenda Item: Financial Assistance for Summer Workshops for Gifted Education – Lynette Baldwin


Discussion/Action: The Council advertised that scholarships to the KAGE Summer Workshop and AP Institute.  23 scholarships were awarded for teachers to attend the KAGE Summer Workshop.  No teachers applied for scholarship to the AP Institute.  All $3,000 was distributed.


Key Questions/Concerns: Council questioned why there were no AP Institute applications. Council discussed looking at how and where information is distributed to potential teachers.



	Agenda Item: The Craft Academy – Brian Gupton


Discussion/Action: Brian presented information on the newly formed Craft Academy in Morehead.  The Space Science Center at Morehead University is collaborating with local schools.  The kickoff for the school will take place in August.  Brian encouraged the council to reach out to the Craft Academy and support their work in that area of the state.


Key Questions/Concerns: 

	Agenda Item:  Equitable Access To Effective Educators – Jennifer Baker


Discussion/Action: 
Highest poverty schools have the highest rate of newly hired teachers.  There are more newly hired teachers in the poor performing schools.  
State Equitable Access Plan:
1. Consultation with stakeholders
2. Identification of equity gaps- high new teacher turnover and high teacher turnover in poor performing schools.
3. Analysis of Root Cause of teacher turnover
4. Strategies to eliminate equity gaps
5. Measures to evaluate progress
6. Publicize report on findings


Key Questions/Concerns:
Is there any long term data available to indicate if this is different than other time periods?  Is this a national trend? 
How does this plan affect the equitable access for gifted students to highly qualified teachers in the fine arts? Or other specialized areas?
Concern was expressed about attracting teachers who previously worked in other careers.  



	Agenda Item:  Kentucky Rising – April Wood

Discussion/Action:  Kentucky Rising is a KDE initiative involving ETSB and CTE.  More and more countries out-perform the US in PISA rankings in math, reading and science.  Kentucky places in the US average on PISA.  US Education Reform since the 1970’s has not worked – more money, test-based teacher accountability, lower class sizes, standardized curriculum and tests. The Kentucky Rising initiative is building on the Vanguard Project.  The initiative is focusing on:
1. Providing strong supports for children and their families before students arrive at school.
2. Providing more resources for at-risk students than for others.
3. Developing world-class, highly coherent instructional systems.
4. Creating clear gateways for students through the system, set to global standards, with no dead ends.
5. Assuring an abundant supply of highly qualified teachers.
6. Redesigning schools to be places where teachers are treated as professionals.
7. Creating an effective system of career and technical education and training.
8. Creating a leadership development system that develops leaders at all levels.
9. Instituting a governance system that will develop coherent policies and implementation.

Key Questions and Concerns:  Concern was expressed that the data being used is not defensible or accurate:  using ACT and PISA scores to show a performance gap between US and other countries.
How is Kentucky Rising identifying “high risk” students?  Are gifted students being included?
Concern about the initiative was expressed that another test is being used to determine learning (PISA).  21st Century skills and real learning cannot be measured by a standardized test.  This will also put a ceiling on the learning of gifted students as teachers become “test-teachers”.  


	Agenda Item:  Nominating Committee – Lynette

Nominations:  Ed Amend, Toddie Adams, and Jane Dewey.  Brian Gupton motioned to accept these members as the nominating committee.  Andrea seconded.  Motion carried.  Jane Dewey moved to have the current officers extend their service in their current positions until the next Gifted Advisory Council meeting at which time we will have slate of candidates for the nominating committee to vote on.  Molly Isaacs-McLeod seconded.  Motion carried.

Agenda Item:  Establishing 2015-2016 Meeting Calendar – Lynette Baldwin

Sept. 18, 2015 – Friday @ 100 Airport Rd. KYHEAA 3rd floor
Oct. 23, 2015 – Friday @ State Board Room
Jan. 13, 2016 – Wednesday @ State Board Room 
*Snow date – only meet if Jan. date is cancelled – Feb. 10, 2016 – Wednesday @ State Board Room.
Mar. 22, 2016 – Tuesday @ State Board Room
April 22, 2016 – Friday @ State Board Room

Working Lunch

Agenda Item:  Budget Update and Planning
A. Current Budget Report – Kathie Anderson, Kristin Burton
Operating Budget Expenditures to date:  14,193.20.  Remainder:  2006.80
Total Budget Expenditures:  29,264.20.  Remainder:  2,935.80
Toddie moved to accept the expenditure of $3,114.89 for summer workshop books for attending teachers.  Deena Jones seconded.  Motion carried.
Andrea moved to change the $2,500 for brochure expenses to remaining unexpended funds for FY15.  Deena Seconded.  Motion carried. 
Deena moves to approve the final budget.  Jane Dewey seconded.  Motion carried.

B. Budget Revisions and 2015-16 Planning – Lynette Baldwin
Ideas for spending for the 15-16 year:
· Funds for student transportation to attend the Gifted Proclamation signing at the Capitol (bus cost).
· Providing funds for GAC members to attend KAGE conference.
· Providing scholarships for regular education teachers to attend the KAGE conference.
· SENG training for parent facilitators. *not considered for funding this year.
· Post-secondary Symposium – grant allocation
· Leadership conference in Shakertown – grant allocation
· Issues for Leaders in Gifted Education – grant allocation
· Teacher resource development.  *not considered for funding this year.
· IdeaFest funds allocated for students to attend
[bookmark: _GoBack]Discussion about allocation of grant money:  Issues for Leaders – concern was expressed about repetition of topics at KAGE conference.  Post-secondary symposium was supported.  Lots of discussion around continuing to fund the Leadership Conference in Shaker Village.  Concern was expressed about impact and outreach of the conference by attendees.  Council also discussed other funding avenues for the conference, but Lynette was doubtful that another source could be found at this point.  Council requested more communication between Julia Roberts and the council as to the vision/goal of the conference and solicit input.  Lynette encouraged council members to send their ideas and questions to Julia Roberts concerning the Leadership Conference.
Ed Amend moved that the council allocate $15,000 for contracts (7,000 for LC @ Shaker Village, 4,000 for Issues, 4,000 for Post-secondary, $17,200 for operating costs (2,000 for Ideafest student tickets, rest of allocations will be done in August). Total budget $32,200.00
Molly Isaac-McLeod seconded.  Motion carried.
Lynette Baldwin encouraged council members to discuss ideas for outreach and advocacy with each other over the summer and come to the next meeting with details and requests.


Agenda Item:  Governor School for Entrepreneurs – Liz Knapp

3rd summer of the program to provide students with a focus on entrepreneurship and innovation.  It is a 3 week residential summer program for freshman, sophomores, and juniors in high school where free-thinking, creative teens are empowered to share and develop their ideas for innovative products and services in an exploratory learning environment.  Admission is competitive – students are selected for creativity, skills and motivation.

Agenda Item:  Budget Planning Wrap-Up

Agenda Item:  Reports
1. KDE Update – Kathie Anderson
Kathie completed consolidated monitoring in 14 districts.  There is a shortage of qualified gifted teachers and Kathie is working on using Title 1 school funds to help teachers fund further education in gifted certification.  GT Summative reports and end of the year reports are due from districts this week.  Javits grants are available again and Jefferson County and Western Kentucky applied together.  Behavior institute will be held at the Galt House and Ed Amend is presenting.  
2. Western Kentucky GT Coordinators Meeting – Toddie Adams
Many GT coordinators feel isolated and unsupported, but Western Kentucky area is thriving.  Quarterly meetings are held to keep coordinators and teachers updated and supported.  Even with this support, GT coordinators do not feel empowered or see themselves as experts.  There is a real need to grow leaders and empower GT coordinators and teachers in the state.
3. KAGE Update – Lynette Baldwin
Calendar was distributed to council members.  Feb. 3 is GT Proclamation signing for Gifted Education month.  Feb. 22 – 23, 2016 is the KAGE Annual Conference.  Summer Workshop on June 16, 2015 still has spots available for any interested Council members.  August 27, 2015 is the Update for Educators in Gifted Education.  Sept. 28-29, 2015 is the KAGE Fall Workshop.  KAGE will be very involved in the legislation in January and February to increase the budget for gifted education.
4. National/World Update – Lynette Baldwin
The Talent Act is still in the national legislative process.  World Conference will be held in August in southern Denmark.  Lynette is attending.

 Other Items (can include items not on formal agenda, action to be taken, next steps, food for thought): 

Ed Amend motioned to adjourn the meeting at 3:12 PM.  Lisa Sills seconded.  Motion carried.




Next meeting:  Friday, Sept.18, 2015 @ the KHEAA building, 100 Airport Rd. 3rd Floor.
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