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ADVISORY GROUP MEETING SUMMARY

	ADVISORY GROUP: Gifted Advisory Council

LIAISON: Leann Pickerill

	MEETING DATE: Sept. 18, 2015

NOTE-TAKER/CONTACT: Teresa Walther


	ADVISORY GROUP MEMBERS PRESENT:  Lynette Baldwin, Teresa Walther, Molly Isaacs-McLeod, Jodi Ludmann, Deena Jones, Toddie Adams, Lisa Sills, Jill Adelson, Julia Roberts, Ed Amend, Opal Dawson, April Woods, Kathie Anderson, Andrea Peach.


Guests:  Carol Christian and Jennifer Carter from the Craft Academy in Morehead.

Meeting was called to order by Lynette Baldwin at 9:05 AM.  

	Agenda Item: Mission statement and review of Gifted Advisory Council (GAC), News of Interest, welcome new members/introductions. Lynette Baldwin  

Board welcomed guests and Leann Pickerill in her new position as G/T.  Lynette shared with the council that Louis Kelley and Dana Coffey resigned from the council and the Pam Geisselhardt passed away suddenly this summer.




Review and Approval of Minutes:  

Council members made corrections to names in June minutes.  Kathy suggested changing the strike-throughs on the budget items to starring them with an explanation that these items were not considered for allocations this year. Toddie Adams moved to accept minutes as amended. Deena Jones seconded. Motion carried.




	

	Agenda Item: Committee Reports – Social Emotional Document – Ed Amend & Molly Isaacs-McLeod


Discussion/Action: Ed has been working on the content of the Social/Emotional document and needs help with listing resources and encouraged council members to send in appropriate resources – favorite book or website to Ed or Molly by the end of next week 9/25.  Ed will send the final copy to Kathie Anderson to get a mock up done by the media department by the October 23rd meeting.  

	Agenda Item:  Committee Reports – Idea Fest – Lynette Baldwin

Discussion/Action:  Lynette reported that the Gifted Advisory Council and Dataseam were able to fund 281 tickets for the Idea Fest including the Idea Fest for Kids for middle schoolers.  School districts applied for the tickets and districts from around the state were granted tickets for their students.  KAGE allocated $2,000 and Dataseam allocated $2,000 as well.  

Lynette also shared that the NAGC will be held in Phoenix, AR in November and the World conference will be held in 2 years in Sydney, Australia.

	Agenda Item: Committee Reports – Middle School Document – Terry Walther

Discussion/Action: Terry Walther will report on the Middle school Brochure this afternoon.



	Agenda Item:  Novice Reduction Plan – Linda Rains

Discussion/Action:  NRP is an initiative to reduce the number of novice students in our state in math and reading.  It is also part of the accountability index for schools.  There are 80,000 students at the novice level 3rd – 12th in reading and 62,450 in math.  The state average for novice in math and reading is 22.4%.  The state average for non-duplicated gap students scoring novice in reading and math is 30%.  The accountability system will change for GAP calculation.  Districts and schools will get 50% for proficient and distinguished students and 50% will be for the reduction of novice GAP students.  For student growth calculation, 50% will be for students who change categories from novice to apprentice, but there are no points for moving students from proficient to distinguished.  KDE is creating webpages for school districts to assist with instruction, continuous improvement and assessment, environment and support, curriculum and standards.  

Key Questions and Concerns - Council discussed implications for gifted students and concerns that this initiative will not provide support or incentive for schools and teachers to challenge and meet the needs of gifted students.  This initiative will also hinder the growth of students who are already at proficient or distinguished levels since there is no incentive for districts or schools to provide support and resources to these students and teachers who are providing the differentiation.  Lynette stated that while the state is removing barriers for novice students, we need to make sure that they don’t create barriers for gifted students.

	

	

	Agenda Item: Kentucky Core Academic Standards Challenge – Rebecca Blessing

Discussion/Action:  the office for KY CAS reviews standards every 4-6 years. The challenge invited educators, parents, students, and other community members to be surveyed on effectiveness of standards.  88% of respondents gave the standards in Math and ELA a thumbs up, 12% a thumbs down.  72% wanted to move the standards from the current grade to the grade above, 32% wanted them rewritten, and 6% wanted them broken apart.  Next steps:  The content area standards teams will look at these results and revise if needed.  

Key Questions/Concerns: Toddie Adams shared that she approves of the standards, but that they have been deconstructed so much that teachers focus on the standard only and don’t extend or enrich the content for students who are ready for it.  Leann stated that teachers focus on the standards because that is what the students are tested on and they are held accountable for.  The council discussed the accountability test and making it a multi-leveled test to truly show growth for high achieving students. Can the accountability calculations be structured so that students who demonstrate proficiency in the grade level above their peers be awarded bonus points so that teachers will be more willing to extend the learning of the high ability students?  Leann suggested that curriculum ladders for the standards may help teachers see the progression of skills and be knowledgeable about what skills are in the previous and next grades.  Julia Roberts shared that the state’s focus on proficiency is hindering the growth of gifted students.


	 

	Agenda Item:  The Excellence Gap – Julia Roberts

Discussion/Action: Julia reported on the percentage of students in Kentucky that are advanced in reading and math academic performance is competitive with other states, but not with low-income students.  Kentucky lags behind with low-income students in advanced reading and math.  Only 34% of college freshman persist with college for another year.  These data were just released in August of 2015 and is important information to communicate to stakeholders.

Key Questions/Concerns:  Is our state preparing students to be successful in college and to be successful and competitive with other students around the world?


	

	
Council broke for Lunch at 11:12.  Council reconvened at 12:00 PM.

Agenda Item:  Budget Update and Planning
A. Current Budget Report – Lynette Baldwin 
Operating Costs:  $17,200 allocated
Member expenses – $8,500 ($7,000 for travel, $1,500 for subs)
Idea Fest – $2,000
Outreach and Advocacy:  $6,700
Grants:  $15,000 allocated
Shakertown Symposium – $7,000
KAGE Issues – $4,000
Post-secondary  - $4,000
Total: $32,700
Budget Expenditures to date:  $2,000
Operating Budget Expenditures to date:  $2,000  Remainder:  $15,200

After the feedback from the summative evaluations, Leann suggested allocating money for the Serving Gifted Students from Poverty Workshop in the amount of $4,500 along with purchasing the book that goes with the workshop at $20.00 for each participant.  This is an area that data shows that we need to focus our efforts on –finding and identifying disadvantaged gifted students.  Julia pointed out that the issue is larger and encompasses more than students of poverty, but also minority students, twice exceptional students and we can broaden the scope of the workshop to include suggestions and strategies for all these populations.  Leann is thinking this will take place in March and is looking for allocation for this issue.

Council discussed allocations for the remaining $15,200.  
Terry Walther suggested that we allocate money for transporting students to the Gifted Proclamation signing.  Lynette Baldwin suggested that we allocate money for the printing of our new social/emotional brochure/booklet and the middle school brochure/booklet.  Terry Walther suggested allocating money for general education teachers to attend the KAGE conference.  Kathy Anderson suggested partnering general education to come to the KAGE conference with a GT person.  Kathy Anderson suggested allocation for GAC members to attend the KAGE conference as well.  Julia Roberts suggested a pamphlet on gifted law and policy for school officials. 

Council prioritized the funding requests:
1. Workshop for serving disadvantaged students & new brochures.
2. Funds for general education teachers to go to the KAGE conference partnered with a GT person.  (Other allocation ideas were not a high priority).
Council discussed providing the brochures in a digital manner this year and determine the need for the information before making printed brochures next year.  Council suggested expanding KAGE conference passes to include administrator and counselors.  Council suggested allocating $5,000 for the workshop and $1,700 for KAGE conference.
Motion:  Terry Walther moved to allocate Gifted Advisory funds of $5,000 for a workshop for Serving Disadvantaged Students and to allocate $1,700 for sending general education teachers, school administrators, and counselors partnered with a GT person to the KAGE conference in Feb. 2016.  Motion seconded by Toddie Adams.  Motion carried.

Work groups for these allocations were appointed by the Council:

Workshop for Serving Disadvantaged Students – Leann Pickerill, Molly Isaacs-McLeod, Terry Walther, along with other members of the GAC.
KAGE Conference general education attendees – Lynette Baldwin, Jodi Ludmann, Toddie Adams, along with other members of the GAC.


Agenda Item:  Middle School Brochure development – Terry Walther

Discussion/Action:  Terry Walther shared additions made and asked for additional feedback and contacts or resources.  Corrections were made and feedback given.  Final copy will be sent to Leann for making the digital copy.

Agenda Item:  Social/Emotional Concerns brochure – Ed Amend

Discussion/Action:  Ed Amend shared the final copy and asked for final feedback.  He will give final copy to Leann Pickerill for making a digital copy.

Agenda Item:  Suggested GT Tests for identification and screening.

Discussion/Action:  Work has been done and Leann will continue with developing the list.

Council broke into work groups at 2:10 PM for 15 minutes.  
Council reconvened at 2:33 PM

Agenda Item:  Reports:  

KDE Update – Leann Pickerill
Beginning of the year training for GT almost complete.  Leann shared list.  She also participated in the Arts Advisory Council.  She is working on designing monthly training webinar sessions on identification and differentiation.  She has also designed a training PPT for general education teachers that work with gifted and it is posted to the website.  The review of summative evaluations are complete.  The webpage has been updated and streamlined to include resources for Student Growth Goal Guidance and Gifted Advisory Council resources.  She is presenting at the fall KAGE issues, NAGC and the Council for Exceptional Children.

KAGE Update – Lynette Baldwin
Issues for Leaders as part of the KAGE fall conference is happening on Sept. 28, 2015.  Fall workshop is Sept. 29, 2015.  Susan Assouline is presenting “From a Nation Deceived to a Nation Empowered:  Using Acceleration in Kentucky’s Schools.”  The parent night is on Monday night with Susan Assouline.  It will be held at the Embassy Suites in Lexington.  The Symposium on Oct. 13-14, 2015 will have a presentation on College and Career Readiness for GT students, a panel of superintendents, and representative from the House Education committee to discuss funding for gifted education.  Ed suggested that we build in a measurable means of determining impact of attendance at the Symposium.  Julia is open to suggestions.  Evaluations and surveys were suggested as well as tracking their progress on plans or take aways.  Council asked for clarification on target audience for symposium.  The gifted proclamation signing is on Feb. 3, 2016.  The KAGE conference is Feb. 22-23, 2016.  Keynote speaker is Johnathan Plucker.  The call for KAGE conference proposals is open.  A Distinguished student will be recognized at the conference.  The KAGE service and advocacy award will also be done and nominations are open.  KAGE will be lobbying weekly to increase funding for GT this year.

National/world Update – Julia Roberts
No report.

Nomination Committee – Ed Amend
Nominations for Chairperson – Lynette Baldwin , Molly Isaacs-McLeod
Nominations for Vice Chair – Ed Amend
[bookmark: _GoBack]Nominations for Treasurer – Jill Adelson
Nomnations for Secretary – none – Terry Walther volunteered to continue as secretary.

Motion:  Julia moved to accept slate of candidates as nominated and Lisa seconded.  Motion carried and positions were approved.  

Council voted on Chairpersons nominated.  Lynette Baldwin was elected.  

Opal Dawson motioned to adjourn the meeting at 3:12 PM.  Jody Ludmann seconded.  Motion carried.

Next meeting:  October 23, 2015 @ Transportation Cabinet, 200 Mero St. Frankfort.
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