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ADVISORY GROUP MEETING SUMMARY

	ADVISORY GROUP: Gifted Advisory Council

LIAISON: Leann Pickerill

	MEETING DATE: Jan. 13, 2016

NOTE-TAKER/CONTACT: Teresa Walther


	ADVISORY GROUP MEMBERS PRESENT:  Lynette Baldwin, Teresa Walther, Molly Isaacs-McLeod, Jodi Ludmann, Toddie Adams (via Skype), Lisa Sills (via Skype), Jill Adelson, Julia Roberts, Ed Amend, April Wood (via Skype), Elizabeth Brock, Deena Jones, Jane Dewey, Jeffrey Coles (via Skype).


Guests:  None

Meeting was called to order by Lynette Baldwin at 9:10 AM.  Budget report will be saved until later in the meeting when Jill Adelson arrives.  Lynette suggested looking at policy regarding Skype as a method of attending meetings.


	Agenda Item: Mission statement and review of Gifted Advisory Council (GAC), News of Interest, welcome new members/introductions. Lynette Baldwin  

Feb. 10, 2016 was selected as a snow date for Gifted Advisory Council meetings and since we didn’t meet in October we will be meeting on this day.  


Review and Approval of Minutes:  
Julia Roberts moved to accept minutes as corrected.  Deena Jones seconded.  Motion carried




	

	Agenda Item:  Gifted and Talented Identification and Service Workshop – Leann Pickerill

Discussion/Action:  Leann shared her draft of the workshop to assist district personnel in identifying and serving gifted students from GAP populations.  Some of the topics will focus on Kentucky data on gifted student representation from GAP groups, utilizing local norms to address identification challenges, focusing on social-emotional needs and interventions for under-represented gifted students, creating opportunities for economically disadvantaged students, with a round-table discussion at the end of the day.  This will take place at Georgetown College – March 21, 2016.



	Agenda Item:  Response to Intervention – April Pieper, Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate – Jennifer Pusateri

Discussion/Action:  April discussed her role in promoting legislation that includes all learners in response to intervention including gifted students. Lynette questioned the regulation that requires advanced placement for students that meet benchmarks. Do all districts have these AP courses?  Julia Roberts asked for clarification on the regulation that requires all high schools to offer at least 4 AP/IB/Dual credit level courses.  Julia Roberts also asked for a copy of the law SB 74 and KRS 158.622 and 160.348, for the Gifted Advisory Council.  Discussion also took place about the Cambridge program and the council asked for more information on this program.  Jane Dewey questioned if any of the districts were using the Visual and Performing Art AP courses and requested to see the data.  AP courses can be offered at any level:  6th grade and above, but logistical issues sometimes hinder their participation.  Julia Roberts suggested that this information needs to be made more available.  
Lynette questioned the new regulation for response to intervention at the K-3 level and how it impacts the existing response to intervention framework.  April shared that the K-3 best practice framework is regulated, but the response to intervention at the higher grades is not regulated, simply suggested.
Julia addressed the inconsistency in providing advanced courses across the districts and April reported that dual credit task force is trying to address that issue.  Jane Dewey reiterated that the visual and performing arts needs to be included in the advanced course regulations and requested a response to whether the dual credit task force has addressed the fine arts.



	Agenda Item:  Preschool Program – Lorrie Devers

Discussion/Action:  Lorrie shared information about the school readiness consultants that participate in monitoring the state funded early childhood programs and participate in the consolidated monitoring of state funded preschools.  Head Start can be blended with Preschool, but not necessarily.  Developmentally Appropriate practices are monitored in districts.  Students are identified as early as 3 if they have an identifiable disability using universal screeners. 4 year olds can qualify if at poverty line or with a disability.  August 1 is the cutoff.  Tuition spots are available in some districts.

Key Questions and Concerns – Lynette asked if there was any communication or information shared between the preschool and kindergarten.  Transition meetings occur.  Preschool teachers are IEC and Preschool certified so they are well prepared to provide differentiated instruction.  Julia spoke about the work in the Early Childhood grant that has videos geared towards parents and teachers of preschool students. 

	

	Agenda Item: KDE Update – Leann Pickerill

Discussion/Action:  JAVITS grant was awarded to KDE.  It is a 3 year grant.  Work will focus on beginning the Young Scholars model in 5 Jefferson County schools and implementing state-wide dissemination of information about The Excellence Gap with all stakeholders.  Funding has been cut due to indirect costs and Leann has been in Washington to work on revising budget.  Western & U of L will be conducting research and reporting on progress of the JAVITs grant.  Leann will be making sure all federal guidelines are followed.  Contracts are in process of being revised and approved.

ESSA has been updated from the former ESEA and awaiting guidance from the federal government on implementation.  Lynette and Julia provided information on ESSA – Questions and Answers document from NAGC.

Leann has been very busy with trainings of GT coordinators and teachers, NAGC, and Network webcasts for superintendents and instructional leaders.

Key Questions/Concerns:  Grant was awarded to begin in October of 2015 and is already delayed by budget concerns.  Kentucky was very lucky to get a grant.

	Agenda Item:  Budget report – Terri Mason – Budget Branch Manager, Kristin Burton – budget management

Discussion/Action:  Budget items for 2017-2018 has been submitted, but not approved yet.  Terri suggests that our council base its expenditures on the current budget amount until approval.  Kristen pays the bills, tracks the expenditures, keeps tracks of the contracts, and she reported that contracts may now require that deliverables may be added to them before they are paid.  

The available income for Gifted Advisory Council is currently $14,310.11 and doesn’t include the $4,000 expense for the Issues for Leaders.

Action:  The council acknowledged receipt of the budget report.


	Agenda Item:  Assessment reporting related to gifted students – Leann Pickerill

Discussion/Action:   Zach Marinelli is here to take questions from the council during the presentation on Reporting GT Performance in the School Report Card.  Currently reported data are aggregate counts and demographic data.  Leann discussed process of preparing the data for loading into school report card.  To create assessment performance reporting, a new process is required.  The end of the year clean up processes must be updated in the following ways:  withdrawn student reports and duplicate records, invalid start dates, invalid specific academic aptitude and GIA reports (9th stanine, disadvantage, other) and PTP.  Leann, Toddie, and Deena have been piloting fixes for these issues.  After clean-up, each district approves roster report.  Leann will then verify all district rosters and run data.  Assessment reports will be % of N, A, P & D. 

Key Questions/Concerns:  Council discussed implication of how percentages should be reported in regards to gifted students vs. total school population or vs. demographic subgroups.  Concern was shared about students gifted in only in one area being expected to score distinguished in all areas.  Leann shared that only the area of academic giftedness will be reported except for GIA – scores in all academic areas will be reported.  Jane expressed concern that fine arts, leadership, and creativity GT students are not reported and thus marginalized and the state needs to be reporting on their progress as well.  Lynette expressed concern about the scores on the school report card being used as identification of GT students.  Council recognized the monumental amount of work that has been accomplished and how this type of reporting will be a great way to illuminate the role of GT in our schools.

Council broke for Lunch at 12:15 PM.  Council reconvened at 1:10 PM.

Agenda Item:  Kentucky’s Jacob K JAVITs grant Gifted and Talented Students Education Program – Leann Pickerill

Discussion/Action:  JAVITs grant was awarded to KDE.  It is a 3 year grant.  Work will focus on beginning the Young Scholars model in 5 Jefferson County schools and implementing state-wide dissemination of information about The Excellence Gap with all stakeholders.  Funding has been cut due to indirect costs and Leann has been in Washington to work on revising budget.  Western & U of L will be conducting research and reporting on progress of the JAVITs grant.  Leann will be making sure all federal guidelines are followed.  Contracts are in process of being revised and approved.

Key Questions/Concerns:  Grant was awarded to begin in October of 2015 and is already delayed by budget concerns.  Kentucky was very lucky to get a grant. 

Agenda Item:  KDE Update – Leann Pickerill

Discussion/Action:  ESSA has been updated from the former ESEA and awaiting guidance from the federal government on implementation.  Lynette and Julia provided information on ESSA – Questions and Answers document from NAGC.

Leann has been very busy with trainings of GT coordinators and teachers, NAGC, and Network webcasts for superintendents and instructional leaders.

Upcoming events include:  district monitoring and summative evaluations, and training of GT coordinators and teachers of related areas will be taking place.  Leann is piloting a new process for the summative evaluations from districts with about 4 coordinators to make the process more user-friendly and to provide more timely feedback to districts.  Training will focus on summative evaluations and end of the year process, along with data clean up.

Leann will be presenting at the annual KAGE conference in February.  


Agenda Item:  Vision for Gifted and Talented in Kentucky – Dr. Stephen Pruitt, Commissioner of KDE.

Discussion/Action:   Council introduced themselves. Dr. Pruitt stressed equity for all students and achievement for all students.  Honesty and integrity is important in communicating with students and our delivery of services.  Dr. Pruitt has 10 years’ experience working with and for GT students and parents in the classroom and wants to do right by all students in all districts.  He is excited about Kentucky’s accountability system and how that creates a climate of quality and achievement of all students in all content areas.  He realizes that his vision will require partnerships and is excited to work with all shareholders.  

Key Questions/Concerns:  Julia expressed gratitude for his message and that the message for all of Kentucky’s students need to go beyond proficient.  Elizabeth asked what Dr. Pruitt thought was the greatest need to be addressed.  Dr. Pruitt stated that it is misinformation and/or inaccurate information.  He plans an intentional information campaign to dispel myths and misinformation about the state’s education system.  Lynette volunteered the council’s services on Dr. Pruitt’s committees and he guaranteed that all committees will have representation from all areas.  Julia expressed concern that policy makers in this state don’t know that GT students are under the Exceptional Student umbrella and asked for Dr. Pruitt’s assistance in communicating this point.  Dr. Pruitt hopes to highlight/award districts, teachers and students who are providing outstanding service to different populations and content areas.  Lynette shared that Gifted Education month begins in February and asked Dr. Pruitt to be sure to view the Points of Pride posters on display in the Capitol tunnel of GT students’ accomplishments in our districts.  Julia pointed out that another issue that needs to be resolved is the inconsistency of service delivery options for GT students across the state. Dr. Pruitt agreed and will have conversations about partnering districts to help provide consistent services.  Jane Dewey also stated that standards of good and excellent need to be better defined in the fine arts.  Dr. Pruitt is excited to be working in Kentucky.

Reports from advisory council projects will be tabled until the Feb. 10, 201 meeting. 

Next meeting:  
February 10, 2016 at the State Board Room, Capital Tower, Frankfort, KY
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